


- 140 - 

WALLINGFORD: Brewery Site, Goldsmith's Lane - Richard Chambers 
and Maureen Page, The Wallingford Historical and 
Archaeological Society 

Post medieval pits and layers had destroyed the medieval 
stratigraphy of this site with the exception of a small section 
of undisturbed medieval soil containing much pottery (centred 
SU 6057 8942; PRN 12,393). 

WALLINGFORD: 9-11 St. Martin's Street - Brian Durham and 
Members of The Wallingford Historical and 
Archaeological Society (Fig. 41) 

The trial trenches, reported last year, had showed that only 
a small area, 5m by 4m, was available for further excavation since 
the frontage had been destroyed by cellars. In spite of the limited 
area available it was decided to carry out further excavation before 
development, both to recover stratified late Saxon material and 
introduce members of the Society to the problems of excavating a 
deeply stratified site. 

A fairly complete seventeenth century horizon was excavated 
which included a well, a garderobe-type pit, a semibasement and 
a large tile-on-edge hearth. These features had removed the 
medieval stratification, but had stopped short of two llth century 
features which alone made the excavation worth-while. A well (F20) 
lay close beside a sunken-floored building in which three phases 
of use could be detected. The well had an interesting construction: 
the top had been formed by pouring a slurry of topsoil behind a 
wicker lining. The slurry had set hard, providing a resilient 
capping which had survived the collapse of the rest of the shaft. 

Only a small part of the sunken-floored building could be 
excavated, and even this part had to be examined in two sections 
to protect the neighbouring shop premises 3m above. The sequence 
of events is nevertheless fairly clear. A 0.80m deep pit was lined 
with horizontal planks supported by vertical wall posts 0.20m square. 
Only two post-pipes were located, but a further two could be inferred 
from post-holes and a withdrawal hole. There were a series of 
beaten floors associated with very few finds. It may be that this 
sunken level was used as a workshop, perhaps for weaving. Similar 
but smaller buildings in York have been assumed to be single-storey, 
but the size and spacing of the posts in this example suggest that 
a second storey would have been possible. This suggestion is 
implied in the reconstruction drawing which shows the second phase. 
In this phase the building had apparently been shortened and its 
western end partly backfilled. The new floor was initially of 
planks laid directly on the ground, but in Phase 2b it seems to 
have been replaced with a new planked floor, laid this time on 
joists. Casts were made of the timbers by pouring plaster into 
the voids which they had left when they had rotted. The casts 
suggest that the second joist was notched into its wall post, so 
that it was suspended above the ground. The joist must have survived 
in this state until the end of use of the building, when the floor- 
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boards would have been taken out. The pit was then filled with 
a clay-gravel mix packed so firmly around the timbers that their 

shapes and positions were preserved. In the reconstruction drawing 
it is assumed that the Phase 1 building was long enough to be 

truncated in Phase 2: hence it has been shown projecting up to the - 

modern frontage of St. Martin's Street. It is also assumed that 
the semibasement of the Phase 2b building may have had a side access 

similar to Hut Pit II at Cannon Street, London. 

There has been some doubt as to whether St. Martin's Street 

was part of the original plan of the late Saxon town since it lies 

thirty metres west of the main town axis of St. Mary's Street. 
The present excavation shows that St. Martin's Street is likely 

to be pre-Conquest, and further study of the pottery may show it 

to be even earlier. 

WROXTON ST. MARY: Barn Lodge - Richard Chambers 

In August 1979 a collection of human bones was discovered 

reburied beneath the earthen floor of a barn which was being 

converted into a house (CBA 9 Névisletter 10, 186). It can now be 

shown that the barn was built over part Of a late Ibmano-British 

cemetery and that the original bones probably come for burials 

discovered when the barn was first built (centred SP 4150 4185; 

PRN 11,870). 

. Several burials were expoSed when the ground surface to the 

south and west of the barn was reduced. . Two of these burials 

were found to be wearing bronze and, shale jewellery. One adult 
- 

had a plain bronze bracelet on each wrist and a tWisted bronze wire 

bracelet around the left ankle. The skeleton was decapitated with 

the head placed between the legs: This unusual practise has been 

found in other Romano-British cemeteries in sOuthern and central 

England, including Bloxham dug in 1936. It has been suggested that 

this type of burial custom may have resulted from a belief either 

that the spirit of the deceased could be prevented from haunting 

the living or that the life'force of an individual could be 

transferred to another by ritual killing. Roman religion and 

native cult beliefs were complex.and the exact reasons for this 

ritual may have varied from locality to locality.. 

YARNTON: Pipe-line - Richard Chambers 

Trenching to lay a new sewage pipe-line to the south of 

Yarnton Lane has cut across several cropmarks. Unfortunately 

the method of trenching, pipe-laying and immediate back filling 

prevented any useful observations being made (centred SP 4820 

1293; PRN 12,389). 
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Figure 41. Wallingford: 9-11 St. Martin's Street. Phases and 

conjectural reconstruction 
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EDITORIAL 

In spite of various difficulties we have managed to produce another 

Newsletter. The arrangements were the same as last year, i.e. that the 

official bodies arranged for their own typing. So again there is the 

possibility of some variability in editorial presentation between sect- 
ions. In spite of this, last year's issue worked out well and I hope we 
shall be lucky this time. 

It is disappointing to have received so little this year from part- 
timers and the local societies. We do like to hear from as many of you 
as possible even if you are not doing much. As I have said on previous 
occasions, with the continual contraction of Government-financed archaeo- 
logy we shall probably return to the conditions of 20 years ago, when 
most of the work was done by part-timers. 

Although much work has been classed as survey during the last 10 

years there is still a pressing need for much more field-by-field study. 
The quality of the data reported needs upgrading from the kind of infor- 
mation that we were all reporting in the 1960s and 70s. There is, there- 
fore, much that could be done by societies. I shall develop this item 
at the Annual Conference. 

Nevertheless in this Newsletter, there is a wide range of activity 
reported, from the prehistoric through to post-medieval, buildings and 
survey. It is refreshing to have a completely new topic such as the 
work on church-door hinges. 

Again I am extremely grateful to Trevor Rowley and the staff at 
Rewley House for all their work in the production of this Newsletter. 

David Hall 
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BEDFORDSH I RE 

BARTON-LE-CLAY (TL 09362850) - Paul Martin 

Evidence for settlement of the Neolithic and Bronze Ages can be re- 
cognized by detailed fieldwork that reveals flint scatters. 

One much worked flint scatter, has been discovered on the Bedfordshire 
chalk downs at Barton-le-Clay. 

Several cropmarks have previously been recorded here and James Dyer 
has found worked flints near them (Fig. 1). Farther south, on the high 
dry chalk, there is no evidence of settlement of anykind. However in an 
area of glacial - gravel deposit north of the cropmarks, near Barton Hill 
Farm, 142 flints were recovered from an area covering about one acre. 
These are interpreted as derivingfrom an occupation site, although whether 
any structures would survive has yet to be proven. 

A detailed analysis with histograms of the flint types would be 
meaningless with so small an assemblage, but the following characteristics 
were found (Fig. 2). Over 90% of the flints are patinated. Blade cores 
with single and double platforms suggest a Neolithic date; but equal 
numbers of rough cores point to a Bronze Age date. A mixed assemblage 
therefore seems likely. The scrapers (14) too showed dual nature these 
being large with deep-angle working (Neolithic) alongside Bronze Age 
thumbscrapers. 

The most interesting aspect was the quantity of reworked material. 
This has previously been interpreted as proving some agricultural activity, 
say by at least the Bronze Age. (Martin and Hall, Beds. Arch. Journal 
No.14 (1980) 5-14) It is difficult to understand how older discarded 
flint material could have been discovered unless the land surface was 
ploughed. 

The total analysis of the assemblage was: 

Cores: blade 9 
rough 7 

waste flakes and blades 79 
utilized flakes and blades 20 
reworked flakes and blades 8 

burnt flints 3 

scrapers 14 
leaf arrowhead (incomplete) 1 

laurel leaf. arrowhead 1 

1142 

This material is similar to sites over the whole of the Midland 
region, and is the typical debris of a settlement site. 

Evidence for settlement of the Neolithic and Bronze Age has for dec- 
ades been overlooked. Excavations over the whole of Britain have for a 
long time misled the most vital clues to our distant past. Perhaps too 
much time has been paid to the larger and more elaborate structures of 
these two periods, such as funerary and henge monuments. 
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Neolithic and early Bronze Age settlements rarely answer to methods 
of site location, such as aerial photography and resistivity surveying, 
and fieldwork is the only way to fill in the vast areas of 'blankness' 
that lie between the funerary monuments. 

Key to Figure 

Laurel leaf arrowhead, bifacially worked (early Neolithic). 
Bifacially worked implement (probably an unfinished leaf arrowhead). 

3,4. Scrapers of large type, usually associated with the early Neolithiq 
65 degree scraper angle. 
Squat scraper with 70 degree angle. 
Scraper made from a waste blade, angle 65 degrees. 
Scraper, probably early, angle 85 degrees. 
Scraper, probably Bronze Age, angle 55 degrees. 
Small scraper, probably Bronze Age, angle 50 degrees. 
Heavily patinated blade reworked to give two notches (marked on Fig. 2 

by arrows). 
Patinated blade reworked along one edge (arrowed). 
Patinated blade reworked to give two notches. 

BEDFORDSH IRE COUNTY COUNCIL PLANNING DEPARTMENT CONSERVATION SECTION AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD TEAM GENERAL REPORT FOR 1980 - David Baker 

Survey 

The parish programme of archaeological field survey has completed 85 
historic parishes, and it is expected that the entire county will have 
been covered by 1983 or early 1984 at the current rate of progress. 
Stephen Coleman has been working on Leighton Buzzard and a group of sur- 
rounding parishes which have much common documentation. They include 
Grove Priory, and useful background material for the site under excav- 
ation has been gathered. 

Listed building resurvey work has nearly covered the west side of 
the North Bedfordshire Rural area. Survey work in the Borough of Luton 
was completed, and the revised DoE list is awaited. The list for the 
former South Bedfordshire Rural area has now been issued. 

Excavation 

Reports on work at Grove Priory and in Bedford are printed separately. 
Despite the lack of a MSC project between March and September, work in 
the field has been more or less continuous. 

Post-Excavation 

The Level 3 archive for the Odell excavation has almost been com- 
pleted by Brian Dix, assisted on the pottery by Pat Aird. A report on 
the post-Bronze Age aspect of the Roxton ring-ditch site has been com- 
pleted by Alison Taylor and Peter Woodward. Work on the reports for 
Warden Abbey and Newnham have been proceeding. 

The Sites and Monuments Record has accessed 10,800 items, and de- 

velopment continues. Consideration is being given to the computerisation 
of its index, following an. upgrading of computer facilities available 
within County Hall. 



Staff Changes 

" Robert White has rejoined us from the Oxford In-Service Course, and 
Alison Bennett has finished her period as his temporary replacement. Sally 
Tabrett has left us for the Post Office, and it was not possible to re- 
place her due to financial shortages. Pat Aird has a temporary post as 
a Pottery Assistant, working on the Odell and Newnham Roman material, and 
helping with the Warden Abbey tiles. A Project-Based Work Experience YOP 
project commenced in September, and the supervisors assisting Evelyn 
Baker and Bob Mustoe are Richard Barcham and Martin Fowkes. 

BEDFORD CASTLE: BENNETTS WORKS SITE 1980 (TL 05234977) - Evelyn Baker, 
Bedfordshire County Council, North Bedfordshire Borough Council, DoE 

Small scale excavations were carried out in advance of the construc- 
tion of a,new block for the new Bedford Museum, sited in the north-east 
quadrant of Bedford Castle. 

The area of known early middle Saxon occupation within Bedford has 
been extended. Features of this date were sealed by Saxo-Norman deposits. 
Pits and a dwarf wall probably belonging to the Castle period were found. 
The complete absence of later medieval and post-medieval evidence suggests 
the area was abandoned until the construction of the brewery in the 19th 

Century. 

GROVE PRIORY, Bedfordshire (SP 923227) - Evelyn Baker, R. Mustoe, N. 

James, R. Barcham and M. Fowkes, Bedfordshire County Council and DoE 

Excavations have continued on the site of this alien priory of the 
Order of Fontevrault. Below-ground evidence tends to support documentary 
research showing that the site was the Royal Manor of Leighton before be- 
coming a priory, and reverted to the status of Royal Manor at the end of 
the 13th Century. 

The 13th Century bake/brew house utilised the N wall of the earlier 
and shortened post pad structure. Within its construction levels was a 
circular feature reminiscent of the Northampton cement mixers. It, and 
the bake house, was built on a platform of dumped clay which was deposit- 
ed to raise the building above the level of overspill water from the 
flooded fishponds. Two phases of drain, contemporary with the structure, 
were cut into the deliberately backfilled ditch running underneath the 
buildings. The ditch runs into the fishponds at the west end of the site. 
Wood piles found within this fishpond may represent traces of an earlier 
bridge. 

The post pad building to the S of the bake house was probably a two- 
aisled erection in its early form. A short cross penny. (Henry II) was 
sealed within the dwarf stone wall footings. 

A series of drainage gullies predating the building contained pottery 
of 12th Century type. They were cut into a buried soil, and also appeared 
to be combating flood water. A large post-built structure containing 
Saxon pottery was located beneath the post .pad building. Other features 
containing only flints were sealed by an earlier turf line. Work in this 
area of main buildings is continuing, together with further investigations 
of close boundary banks and ditches and a possible windmill tump. 



GROVE PRIORY, Bedfordshire (SP 923227) - Evelyn Baker 

The Grove Candlestick 

Once in a while an archaeological excavation will produce real 

treasure: an object which is intrinsically beautiful, rare, of histor- 

ical interest and of considerable monetary value. Such is the case with 

this travelling candlestick (Plate 1), discovered during excavation two 

years ago. Since then the find has been conserved by the Area Museum 

Service at St. Albans, and the research is well under way. I am indebted 

to Marian Campbell, John Goodall and Ronald Lightbown for discussing it 

with me. The candlestick will be fully described when analysis is com- 

plete. 

There are less than a dozen of these travelling pricket Limoges 

candlesticks in the whole of Europe. Most of them are broken and in- 

complete, and the Grove example is unusual in that it is whole. It is 

one of the best preserved representatives of this very rare class of 

objects, and in remarkably good condition for an excavated find. Perhaps 

more important is that it would appear to be the only travelling candle- 

stick with a provenance. The others which are still extant have no 

specific site or even country of origin, and have to be dated on stylistic 

grounds. Some candlesticks mentioned in 19th Century French publications 

may be lost. 

The candlestick is made of gilded copper alloy, and decorated with 

champleve enamel in white, red and blue. It has a pattern of wavy chasing 

on its square sectioned stem, and stands 18 cm high. The node is purely 

decorative, but is characteristic of this artefact type. Three legs 

are attached to the stem with a rivet in such a way to enable them to 

rotate. They can nest one under the other so that the candlestick when 

folded lies essentially in one plane, thus taking up oonsiderably less 

space than a conventional wide based type. Each leg carries three 

heraldic devices coloured with enamel. Two legs have repeat devices, six 

designs in all, and all three legs terminate with anthropomorphic heads. 

The upper part of the candlestick is particularly interesting. Since it 

is complete, with no replacement parts or bits broken off, it is possible 

to theorize as to how these candlesticks functioned. 

The pricket is clearly for piercing the base of a wax candle, which 
could then rest cm the decorated enamelled pan. 'However, wax candles were 

extremely expensive, much too costly for everyday use even by people of 

royal status. The alternative, rush lights, were too thin and too fragile 

to rely for their sole support on a coarse pricket. They would split. 

It has been suggested that the long trailing wick (the means by which 

they were dipped) could be securely wound round the two bifurcated prongs 

which spring from the pan, thus firmly holding the rush light in place. 

The prongs turn the pricket candlestick into a rather superior dual func- 

tion light holder. 

While it is possible, or even probable that English craftsmen copied 

this desirable and therefore lucrative type of metalwork, the Grove 

candlestick resembles very closely a stick in the Victoria and Albert 

Museum, which is likely to be French. The house (priory and manor) does 

have strong French connections. It is also possible that the candlestick 

was part of the monastery's altar furniture, since the sanctity of many 

objects in the medieval period lay in their sacred use rather than as 

specially designed, custom built items. High quality plates and dishes 
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Plate 1 

Grove Priory Folding Candlestick 
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made for upper class domestic use were given to parish churches. In this 

case, the likely date of the object and apparent specific heraldry, would 

point to secular use. It was found on the edge of a stone lined drain 

dating to the late 13th or early 14th Centuries. This fits well with the 

accepted date range for this type of Limoges enamel, and puts the candle- 

stick within the period when the priory ceases to be a monastic site as 

such. Towards the end of the 13th Century the site reverted to its orig- 

inal status as a royal manor. Edward I granted the property to his 

daughter, the Princess Mary of Woodstock in 1289. The heraldic devices 

in question appear to be directly related to members of the royal family, 

who were associated with the priory and manor. Some analytical work may 

have to take place on the enamels in order to decide upon the colours. 

Enamels can change colour when buried in soil, and a change from blue to 

green could be vital when identifying the heraldry. Among those already 

tentatively recognized are: the devices of Castile (Plate 2), the Clare 

family and the leopard of England (Plate 3). We are fortunate indeed to 

have such confirmation of the documentary evidence for noble and royal 

connections with the site. The principal candidates for ownership of this 

specially commissioned and imported candlestick follow in preferential 

order, but only completed research into the heraldry will decide which of 

these was the owner. 

Princess Mary of Woodstock 

Through her father Edward I she was entitled to the arms of England. 

Since her mother was Eleanor of Castile she was entitled to those of 

Castile. Mary, known as the Lady Ma'et'a was herself a nun of the Order 

of Fontevrault (like Grove) at Amesbury though being a royal princess she 

might be expected to travel widely and live in royal state. She certainly 

enjoyed a princely income which she appeared to keep for her own use. Mary 

was Lady of the Manor from 1289 to 1337/1338. 

Maud of Lancaster 

Maud was the grand daughter of Henry III and was also another royal 

lady. She married William de Burgh Earl of Ulster. An indication of her 

status is that her daughter Elizabeth married Lionel of Antwerp, son of 

Edward II, brother of Edward III, giving him by marriage her Earldom of 

Ulster and Dukedom of Clarence together with her great inheritance of 

Clare lands. We know that Maud stayed at Grove, and she was Lady from 

1338 to c.1361. Her sister was abbess of Amesbury. 

Two further possibilities of ownership are only indirectly connected 

with the site. 

Joan of Acre 

Princess Joan was the sister of Mary of Woodstock, and was also 

entitled to the arms of England and of Castile. A further, .device might 

be accounted for by her marriage to Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester 

and Hertford. 

4 Margaret de Clare, Countess of Cornwall 

Daughter of Joan and Gilbert. Again, she was a royal lady, but she 

was married to Piers Gaveston said to be Edward II's lover, very much her 

inferior in rank. Piers and Edward often stayed at Kings Langley, only 

a day's journey away. 
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Plate 2 

A device displaying a three towered castle which may be 
from the arms of Castile 

Plate 3 

A detail of one of the folding legs. Among the heraldic 
devices is an animal, possibly the leopard of England 
(Photographs taken by Bedfordshire County Council Photo- 

graphic Unit) 



We know that Kings and their entourages visited Grove frequently 

from at least 1264 onwards. It seems to have been treated like any other 

royal manor: a convenient place to stop for a day, or a couple of weeks. 

If, as was likely, the manor was left for most of the year with a care- 

taker staff and farm labour, there would be"even more need to cart crea- 

ture comforts. Linen, hangings, furniture, even beds and cooking equip- 

ment are known to have been carried on pack horses or sumpter mules, in 

order to make the stay tolerable. The numbers on a Royal Progress, where 

the King had to be seen in all his might and majesty, could reach a 

hundred or more people dressed in his livery. A candlestick might well 

be part of personal luggage, and a folding candlestick (so convenient in 

the days before instant illumination) would take up very little space. 

What is surprising is, that bent though it was, it was thrown away. 

How did it get damaged? One imaginative suggestion is that the user 

needed it some time after darkness had fallen. Fumbling in the gloom, 

perhaps after an evening of high living, he or she rammed a candle hard 

down on the pricket. This action bent the stick, and thedownward pres- 

sure distorted the angle of the legs. In a right royal temper, the bent 

candlestick was hurled out of the window into the open drain. 

Is the bent stick such an integral part of the history of the object 

that it should be left in its present state? There are two schools of 

thought. Is the candlestick such an important object (the only complete 

version with provenance and personalized heraldry) that its aesthetic 

appeal should be enhanced by restoring it to its original upright position? 

To let be or not to let be - that is the question! 

BEDFORDSHIRE 5-1500: UNCHARTERED SEAS AND NEGLECTED OPPORTUNITIES - 
David H. Kennet 

Editorial Note: A paper of this title was delivered to the 1980 

Bedfordshire Archaeological Conference, and was presented to the News- 

letter. Unfortunately space does not allow for publication in the full 

form. It is hopedto reproduce the contribution in some form next year. 
The paper is a valuable fully-referenced review of aspects of Bedford- 

shire archaeology. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY MUSEUM - Michael Farley 

The main pre-occupation of the archaeological section during 1980 

has been with post-excavation work on a number of sites, the largest 

being Dave Allen's multi-period occupation site at Bierton. Work on the 

Ravenstone Beaker burial was completed and now awaits publication in the 

Archaeological Journal: There has been, however, opportunity to carry 

out several watching briefs, particularly in Aylesbury itself which seems 

to be undergoing_rapid change at present. Within the town more of the 

ubiquitous undated burials appeared during extensions to the Victoria Club 
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and caused much local interest. On the major Bull's Head development, 

despite unfavourable search conditions, a large Romano-British ditch and 

other settlement evidence was recovered. Demolition of a non-conformist 

church on the saine site led to a delicate exercise involving both the 

church authorities and District Council in seeking to establish the iden- 

tity of a coffined burial whose presence blocked further development. 

Elsewhere in the town a one-day excavation which sought to find a town 
defence of Late Saxon date produced a substantial ditch but possibly of 

Civil War date. Observation of an oil pipeline traversing the county in 

conjunction with the County Museum Archaeological Group led to the dis-, 

covery of Romano-British and Iron Age features and an Early - Middle 
Saxon ditch. The museum's Keeper of Biology and Geology, Jill Royston, 

and Conservation Officer, David Parish, joined with the Pitstone Local 

History Society in carrying out rescue work on a wide range of Pleist- 

ocene faunal remains brought to light during quarrying. 

In-Service students from the Oxford University Department for 
External Studies as usual made useful contributions. Anne Cookson com- 

pleting a report on a medieval homestead at Bradenham, Robert White 

reporting on the Romano-British bronze objects from Walton Court, and 

Lucy Walker undertaking a parish survey of Haversham-cum-Little Linford. 

Work on the Sites and Monuments Record continued under the care of 

Andrew Pike and the records for the fifth district council area are now 

well advanced. The Record requires constant up-dating as further infor- 

mation about areas already covered comes to light. A flight by the 

National Monuments Record over south Buckinghamshire, for example, was 
quite productive. New discoveries are reported annually in the Archaeo- 
logical Notes of the Records of Bucks. The overall record is being in- 
creasingly used by students and others and was of much assistance in 
compiling a Gazetteer of Buckinghamshire Brickyards 1800-1980 referred 
to elsewhere, which accompanied a temporary exhibition. The Records of 
Bucks, the County Archaeological Journal, continues to be the main outlet 
for archaeological publication in the county and students, the CMAG, 

individual group members and staff were responsible for nine of the ar- 
ticles in the 1978 Journal which appeared during the year. In the same 

Journal appeared Brian Durham's report on his work in St. Mary's Parish 
Church, Aylesbury. 

The Museum is as usual indebted to the considerable help provided by 
members of the CMAG who have been involved during the year not only in 

the field, but in post-excavation work, sites and monuments research and 
a number of individual projects. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY MUSEUM ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP - Michael Farley 

The Group has continued to meet on a weekly basis throughout the 
year. Fieldwalking continued in Great Missenden parish and a number of 
flint scatters were located, also areas of medieval occupation. Work in 
the Potter Row area of the parish defined more closely the extent of the 
medieval pottery industry. The group gave much assistance in covering 
the oil pipeline which traversed the county during the spring and early 
summer. 

Within the Museum a number of projects have been carried out in- 
cluding research on watermills which will ultimately lead to a gazetteer 
of sites in the county, work on aerial photographs, on unpublished ex- 
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cavations including Romano-British pottery kilns at Hedgerley and the 

Bedgrove Farm settlement, and on general finds processing. 

Two articles prepared by the Group, on the Post-Medieval Pottery at 

Potter Row, Great Missenden, and on Buckinghamshire Windmills appeared 

in the 1978 volume of Records of Bucks. Other pieces'of published work 

carried out independently by Group members were on a Romano-British site 

at High Wycombe, the Hartley Court Moat at Burnham, and Medieval settle- 

ment adjacent to Pitstone Church. 

THE BRICK INDUSTRY OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE - Andrew Pike, Buckinghamshire 
County Museum 

In a predominantly agricultural county, only one major industry im- 

pinged on the rural scene during the 19th Century. This was brickmaking, 

and it seems that a large number of towns and villages once supported a 

brickworks. 

Tracing the development of the brick industry in Buckinghamshire was 

one of the projects undertaken by the Buckinghamshire County Museum in 

1979 as part of the STEP scheme funded by the Manpower Services Commission. 

Initially the period under study was from AD 1800 to the present. 

The various contemporary trade and commercial directories were con- 

sulted as well as all the available editions of Ordnance Survey 1:10560 

and 1:2500 maps, other county maps, parish histories, etc. Tape-recordings 
were made of the accounts and descriptions of individual brickmakers, now 
mostly retired, of their experiences and reminiscences in the industry. 

The two remaining small brickyards (Messrs. H.G. Matthews Ltd., Bellingdon, 

and Messrs. Dunton Bros. Ltd., Ley Hill) also gave much valuable informa- 

tion on traditional techniques. 

During the summer of 1980 a small exhibition was mounted by the 

County Museum to display the wide distribution of brickworks in Bucking- 

hamshire and to show the range of products made. As well as bricks, tiles 

and field drainage pipes seems to have been the principal outlet. Many 
contemporary photographs and illustrations of brickworks in operation and 

of men working in them were located and copied. As a corollary to the ex- 

hibition, a Gazetteer of Buckinghamshire Brickyards, 1800-1980, was produced 

by the Museum (copies of which are still available at 37p including postage). 

The work undertaken so far is by no means complete, even for the 

chosen period of study. Further research into census returns, parish reg- 

isters, tithe maps etc. is needed as well as fieldwork to identify possible 
sites on the ground and to record any extant remains. Later it is hoped 

to study the period before 1800. 

Buckinghamshire, not having large quantities of good quality building 
stone, was an early producer of bricks. It is, for instance, known that 
Eton College set up its own brickyard and kilns at Slough 1441.1 A brick- 
maker's contract of 1534 exists among the muniments of New College, Oxford 
between a London brickmaker and St. Mary College of Winchester, Oxford for 

the supply of 800,000 bricks to be made at Tingewick, Bucks, in three 
kilns or clamps. In the 1650s a brickyard is recorded on the Verneys' 

estate at Claydon.2 Excavations in 1967 at Salden House, Mursley, located 

a series of ten brick clamps or kilns dating from c.1580 which were shown 

to have produced bricks identical to those used in the building of the 



House, one wing of which still survives as a farmhouse3. 

The great houses of the 18th Century were frequently built from 
bricks made locally - even sometimes actually on site. A brick kiln was 

provided at Norden in Winslow for the building of Winslow Hall in the 
early 18th Century4. The accounts of the construction of Chicheley Hall 
record the making and burning of 86,900 bricks at 5s. 6d. per thousand5. 

Old clay pits some 200m from the Hall are probably the remains of those 

works. Even as late as 1830 the bricks for the tower mill at Quainton, 

which still dominates the village, were made at a specially constructed 
kiln in the field behind the mill, the outline of which is still visible6. 

These are only a few of the better documented brickyards. Further 
research and fieldwork will undoubtedly reveal many more. It is hoped 

before too long to produce a more comprehensive and fuller account of 

Buckinghamshire's main industrial activity. Additional information would 

always be welcomed by the County Museum (Church Street, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP20 2Q1D). 
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CHESS VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY - Bambi Stainton 

Editiorial Note: Although no formal report was offered for this Newsletter 

fieldwork continues and we can expect more information next year. 

BEDFORDSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND CAMBRIDGESHIRE HISTORIC BUILDING RESEARCH 

GROUP - John Bailey 

The Group has continued to visit and make detailed measured surveys 

of historic buildings in the region, in particular those that are threat- 

ened. Visits have been made to various parishes to obtain general in- 

formation on the development of buildings in the region. During the year 

the Group has surveyed in detail over 60 buildings and investigated many 

others. 

Bedfordshire 

Buildings were investigated in detail in the following parishes: 

Thurleigh, Meppershall, Bletsoe, Pertenhall, Swineshead, Riseley, Wootton, 

Kensworth, Sutton, Barton, Copie, Dunstable and Leighton Buzzard. 
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Several timber-framed buildings of the 17th Century have been in- 
vestigated in the northern part of the county to obtain comparative 
material for buildings of this date. 

Further information has been obtained of the structure of "The 
Peacock" Leighton Buzzard during recent modernisation, following our 
preliminary report in 'Timber Framed Buildings' by John Bailey 1979. 
All of the details of the upper wing have now been obtained and analysed. 
This building is of great interest because of its various archaic feat- 
ures; such as the angle ties, heavy arch braces, and the early type of 
scarf form used on the side purlins to the roof of the wing. It is 
also one of the few buildings in Bedfordshire to have a crown post roof, 
this being a feature of the hall. We consider that a 14th Century date 
is most likely for this building, which will be published in more detail 
by the group. 

Buckinghamshire 

Work continued on the detailed measure survey of the cruck framed 
buildings in Long Crendon. It is interesting to note that a further 
cruck was recognised at 2 The Square, this year during building modern- 
isation. The total number of crucks now known in the village is 16. 

A further new cruck-frame building was recorded by the group at 
North Marston. This is illustrated in Figure 3. It is interesting that 
it has a type 'K' apex which is more common in the west of England 
although two were recorded in Oxfordshire. This brings the total number 
of known 'K' apex crucks to 13. The North Marston example has a single 
pair of blades surviving which were the central truss to a hall. 

The wall paintings discovered at Church Farm House, Haddenham by 
John Bailey were investigated in more detail this year by Mr. E. Clive 
Rouse, who exposed further areas of painting part hidden by later plaster. 
It is hoped these will be publiehed soon in a short paper. 

The base crucks at The Old Manor, Thornborough and The Old Bakehouse, 
Denham were surveyed (Fig. 4). 

Further buildings were surveyed at Chesham, Thornborough, Great 
Missenden, Askett and Burcott. 

Northamptonshire 

The base cruck at Church Farm, Newnham was investigated in detail to 

obtain comparative material to relate to the base crucks in adjoining 
Counties (Fig. 5) . 

A most interesting structure at Thorpe Castle House, Thorpe Waterville 
is being surveyed by the Group. The main feature of the building is a 
fine early 14th Century crown-post roof. It is hoped details of this 
will be published in the near future. 

Hertfordshire 

The Group has continued to investigate related buildings in Hertford- 
shire to gain comparative material. Work in Hitchin continues and in 
this town a particularly fine 14th Century roof in Tilehouse Street was 
surveyed in detail. 
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NORTHAMPTONSH I RE 

BARNWELL CASTLE - Michel Audouy, Northamptonshire County Council and 
DoE 

During the summer of 1980, the NCC Archaeological Unit carried out 

excavation at Barnwell Castle in conjunction with a restoration scheme for 

the castle. 

From mid-April until July 1980 the work comprised recording and re- 

moving stones and other accumulated building and occupation debris from 

the north east and north west turrets of the castle. All re-usable 

stones were retained and incorporated in the re-building of various parts 

of the walls. 

The layers recorded during this period were all of recent date, 18th 

to 20th Century and resulted partly from occasional use of the turrets as 

stores; mainly from the disintegration of the structure. These layers 

rested upon a levelled surface, of uncertain date, which by the end of 

July 1980, had been exposed in both towers. In the north west tower this 

surface was devoid of stone slabs whereas in the north east tower, the 

remains of crude limestone paving still covered half the area. 

During September 1980, two quadrants of the remaining floor levels 

and deposits in the north west tower were excavated. The foundations of 

the building could thus be examined along with the stratification under- 

lying the surface mentioned above. 

The foundations rested directly upon the natural limestone cornbrash, 

and consisted of a limestone rubble core set in a soft matrix with little 

mortar. Within the tower, this core was faced with roughly coursed ir- 

regular limestone fragments. This arrangement did not exceed 0.40m in 
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Buildings in Holwell and Pirton have been surveyed, as have a cruck 

at 15 Akeman Street,,Tring, and a medieval hall-house at Breachwood Green. 

This last contained 17th Century wall paintings. 

Cambridgeshire 

Among the buildings being investigated in this county is a house on 

the ancient moated site at Eynesbury Hardwick. This timber-framed struc- 

ture is a later rebuilding on the site. 

Essex 

A series of buildings, including a hall and an aisled barn, were 

surveysd'at Manuden. 

1981 Programme 

The Group will continue to investigate buildings in the area. It is 

hoped that more time can be given to Bedfordshire buildings. 
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height and was recessed from the face of the standing wall. These foun- 
dations were continuous throughout the circular plan of the main chamber 
of the turret and the core filled the lower part of both garderobe and 
staircase turrets which flanked it. The overall depth of the stratifi- 
cation within the structure was about 0.80m. The floor make-up, men- 
tioned above, was set on loose rubble and upcasts of earlier disturbances. 
At about 0.30m below this surface a layer of construction debris had been 
levelled and firmed upon a thick deposit of dark brown clay which seems to 
have been carted in after the foundations were built. This surface appears 
to be an earlier floor level which coincides with the first facing courses 
of the standing wall. 

This archaeological work has been undertaken in conjunction with an 
architectural survey by Brian Giggins and by the RCHM at York. A detailed 
report is currently in preparation which will be incorporated with the 
results of these surveys. The latter are still in progress and will con- 
tinue during 1981. A magnometer survey of the immediate surroundings of 
the castle is planned in order to provide further evidence about possible 
outer defences of the castle. 

The unit is grateful to his Royal Highness, the Duke of Gloucester, 
for allowing the work to take place and for the generous assistance pro- 
vided by the Estate. We are also very much indebted to Mr. Litchfield of 
Barnwell, who kindly provided the historical background of the castle, and 
to the Directorate of Ancient Monuments which funded the project. 

EARLS BARTON, Clay. Lane - David Windell, Northamptonshire County Council 

Following completion of rescue work on this site in advance of the 
A45 New Road (CBA 9 Newsletter 10, 1980), planning permission was granted 
for gravel extraction to take place in the fields adjacent to the new road 
(centred on SP 845625) thus threatening to destroy a further 14 hectares 
(c.35 acres) of this Iron Age and Roman settlement complex. 

Rescue excavation was mounted from March to October 1980. Based on 
overall objective of studying the growth and development of the whole com- 
plex, a strategy was adopted of sample excavating certain areas covering 
various aspects of the site (eventually 3 acres), the areas then linked 
by watching-briefs. Within these selected areas (Fig. 6) the topsoil was 
removed by machine and cleaning, complete planning and sample excavation 
to elucidate relationships and dates then followed. A high sample level was 
adopted for areas within enclosures, and a still higher level for struct- 
ural or possibly structural evidence, to provide an intelligible picture 
of the organisation and function of individual enclosures, while still 
providing information on the overall development of the site. 

This work, allied to that of Mr. A. Johnson, from 1979, showed de- 
velopment of the settlement from ?mid, pre-Belgic Iron Age through to the 
3rd Century AD, and suggested that the occupation 'drifted' southward, 
the enclosures of each period apparently being laid out with respect to 
previous boundaries. 

The earliest occupation appeared to the north of the A45 New Road and 
consisted of small sub-rectangular enclosures associated with 'droveways' 
and pit alignments. 

The main area of excavation, to the immediate south of the A45 New 
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Roman Buildings 

Figure 6 
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Clay Lane (Earls Barton), Cropmarks & Sites. 
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Road, revealed occupation of Belgic date. This consisted of a sub- 
rectangular enclosure (c. 65m X 65m)* within which were two hut-circles 
(of internal diameters 12m and 15m) represented by Tenannular drainage 
gullies, but with few structural post-boles, and other rectangular.struc- 
tures.. To the west of this enclosure waa an area of YdroVeWay;'-and. 
boundary ditches with a small unoccupied enclosure and a Single unenclo 
sed hut-circle (internal diameter 12m) also of Belgic date. to the south - 

of the major Belgic enclosure within this area was a further enclosure of 

Roman date whch was only,partially inveStigated. 

In the southern field of the consented area asmall excavation on 
ftwo Roman stone structures of 2nd and 3rd CentUry AD date was carried out: 
:These cOnsisted of a small-rectangular.'farMstead'A13m x 9m) with.a., 
verandah built of pitched limestone walling. with Clay floora, and to the 

. imMediate north-east, a circular building (Of 8m internal diameter)Halso. 
with limestone walls with a gravel flOor and hearth and-some SVidence of 
a porch. This whole building sequence had been.laid out oyer, an sarlier 
pattern Of field boundarieS, and evidence was found:Cf"earlier timber 
buildings assumed to be cf early Roman date. Elsewhere in the southern- 
most field some evidence, of other stone bUildings of Roman date was 
found in the watching-brief, and the pattern of:rectilinear field bound- 

'aries was found to cover the whole southern half of this field.' Although 
.dating is.as yettentative as the pOttéryhas not yet been analysed it 
appears that there is no occupation later than the 3rd_Century AD. 

GRENDON (SP 876622) - K. Brown', NorthmptOnshire County .Council 

SalVage excavation north of Grendon in 1976 and 1977 revealed Bronze 
. Age and early Anglo-Saxon features during gravel extraction. .The obser- 
vation.and recording of archaeological featUres mas undertaken-by D.. : 
Jackson and G. Foard for the NCC Archaeology Unit'. Material from_the 
excavations formed the basis of.a project for the Leicester University 
Post-Excavation Diploma Course, and a level 3 report has been produced' 
by M. Thomson and is held at the Unit. 

The site can,be divided into three primary phases. An early, Un- 
dated phase of occupation may'represent a field boundary associated with 
agricultural actiVity prior to the main period of Bronze Age activity. 
Three sections of a ditch were uncovered, running north-south across the 
site and possibly linked to a rectangular enclosure in an adjacent field. 

Phase 2 saw an intensification of activity with a double-ring ditch, 
".a penannular ditchand numerous pits and gulleys. The double-ring ditCh 
had a continuouS Cuter circle (30m diam) and an inner ditch composed of 
A-series of connecting pits (13m.diam). There was no evidence for.a 
mound or.burials within the central area; erosion had removed a cOnsider-. 
able depth of soil prior to excavation. Associated with the outer ditch . 

however was a series of fivs pits fairly evenly spaced along the'innér - 

eastern edge, and all filled with a brown gravelly soil. It was. suggested 
that at least one.hadheen left open after excavation, whilst another 
contained a crouched inhumation. 

Three-sections of a penannular ditch were also excavated- Within 
two of the sections limestone blocks had been set into the subsoil to 
form a possible kerb.. The ditch surrounded a barrow mound which contained 
within it two areaS of limestone blocks placed in a seffii-circular Setting 
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interpreted as the remains of structural features within the mound. No 

burials were found within or beneath the mound. Various other ditch 

sequences were examined including.one which may have been a domestic 

structure. Only 5-7m in diameter the semi-circular ditch was 50cm wide; 

at its centre, was a small pit filled with black ashy soil. Two pits 

were cut into the fill of the ditch and both contained fragments of 

Bieonical Food Vessels. To the north two further pits contained portions 

of Tripartite Collared Urns, one pot preserving the cremated remains of 

human bones. 

Chronologically there appears to have been a long gap between the 

2nd and 3rd phases, when three grijbenhauserwere constructed. Two of the 

huts were single phase two-post structures with their long axis orientated 

east-west. A third hut is also likely to have been a two-post structure 

but it underwent a number, of re-builds, during which the hut was completely 

re-orientated. None of the huts showed evidence of an entrance, but the 

multi-phase structure had a hearth and evidence of internal features. All 

three contained early Saxon pottery, including a small ladle, and among 

the other finds there were an iron knife with serratededge, fragments of 

loomweights and animal bones. 

GRENDON TRENCH SYSTEM - Dennis Jackson, Northamptonshire County Council 

Twenty-seven parallel trenches have been located at Grendon, each 

being 80cm to lm wide and 3m to 3.5m apart. The maximum length of the 

trenches was 49m. Each was flat bottomed with square ends and near ver- 

tical sides, while there was no evidence that they were left open for 

long, if at all. The enclosed section shows a filling which is typical 

of most of the trenches, with a greyish layer on the bottom which in 

turn is overlain by a mixture of the material which was removed when the 

trenches were dug. 

The trenches overlay part of a pit alignment and were themselves 

overlain by later, but undated, ditches. 

Topography 

The ground slopes gently from west to east, with the north-east side 

in particular being low lying and badly drained. The. fill of the features 

on this side suggests the area may always have been marshy, particularly 

where the trenches were too shallow to survive. The underlying subsoil 

was gravel, overlain by glacial silt, but on the north-east side the 

gravel layer was thin, clayey, and waterlogged. The trenches were in 

general dug down to a gravelly strata, and were thus about lm deep, 

(below the modern ground level) on the west, but only 25cm deep at the 

shallowest points on the north-east. It is possible that the trenches 

were shortened at the west corner because of rising ground. Local far- 

mers say there is a spring that never dried up, running into the stream 

near the east corner of the trench system. 

Function 

Presumably the trenches were connected with some agricultural prac- 

tice. It seems unlikely that they were drains, as there was no ditch to 

take away the water, and likewise because of the high water table, they 

are unlikely to have been self draining (in the low lying areas). It is 
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also unlikely that they were intended for irrigation unless the trenches 
gave 'plants' access to the water table. Could the trenches have been 
used for planting trees such as willows? 

Date 

No dating evidence was found so the possibilities are discussed 
below. 

Iron Age 

The pit alignment cut by the trenches may have been replaced by an- 
other to the north. The trenches could then have been in an Iron Age 
field. The even spacing, flat bottoms, and square ends, are typical 
features found in pit alignments. The filling in the trenches was sim- 
ilar to the filling in the pits. 

Romano-British 

Local fieldwalkers have not located a Roman site within 1 mile of 
the trench system, although two pieces of unstratified Roman pot were 
found on the site. Presumably the location would be too wet for growing 
vines, but could have been deliberately chosen to suit a certain crop. 

Anglo-Saxon 

Although there is Anglo-Saxon occupation not far away, is the lay- 
out too regular for this period? 

Medieval 

At the west end the trenches are overlain by a subsoil which is pre- 
sumed to be the results of medieval ploughing. This soil type is quite 
different to that in the trenches. 

RAUNDS - Graham Cadman, Northamptonshire County Council 

Introduction 

The objectives established when excavations commenced at Raunds in 
late 1977 under the direction of Andrew Boddington had been substantially 
completed by late December 1980 when the third season of excavation ended. 

Previous seasons' work included the excavation of the medieval 
Manor house; two late Saxon churches and a part of their associated burial 
ground. Recording of another part of the Manor, an outbuilding range has 
been completed during 1980 as has excavation of the burial ground. In 
addition, investigations of the complex boundary system continued. Evidence 
for mid-Saxon occupation has been recognized and is thought to represent 
the earliest activity on the site. 

The Manor Outbuildings 

The medieval Manor outbuilding range lies 25m to the north of the 
main Manor building (CBA 9, 10, 1980). The structure is provisionally 
dated to the 14th Century with stone robbing taking place after its 
abandonment around the time the main manor fell into disuse. The building 
was erected on a thin layer of orange silt overlying the natural oolitic 
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limestone. A shallow pit and a dozen post holes represent earlier occu- 
pation on the site. The main part of the building range (Fig. 9) sur- 
vived in up to six courses of roughly dressed oolitic limestone. These 
courses were laid directly onto the natural limestone and the thin layer 
of soil above it; no evidence of foundation courses or wall construction 
trenches was found. The care of the walls is much less substantial than 
the outer faces, being composed of oolite rubble and a brown silt. The 
floor of the most westerly rectangular room is slightly sunken - the evi- 
dence pointing to the floor space having been excavated through the thin 
subsoil before the building of the surrounding walls. This has resulted 
in a slightly deeper inner facing to the north, south and west walls. 
Earth and small stones formed a floor within this room and that to the 
east. Entrance was gained to the two rooms by doorways set close to- 
gether in the south wall. 

The remains of this outbuilding suggested a single storey structure 
with upper walls probably of timber frame supporting a thatched roof; 
there being no evidence of ceramic or stone tiles. The functions appeared 
to be those of roasting and drying. 

The eastern most room contained a malt drying oven constructed of 
limestone, with banked inner faces and a stoke hole opening to the west. 
The floor of natural oolite, was heavily scorched in the vicinity of the 
stoke hole, and the surrounds of the stoke hole included three blocks of 
worked stone that probably originated from the demolished churches. Be- 
tween the inner stone face of the oven and the outer walls of the building 
was a rubble and earth packing. Upon removal of this five post holes 
with heavy stone packing were found. Three of these lay along the east 
side of the oven and the others were placed either side of the stoke hole. 
These posts probably held a wooden framework to support either a chimney 
or racking for drying. 

The central room contained an oven set into the north wall. The 
base and sides of the oven were highly scorched as was the stoke hole or 
entrance opening into the centre of the room. Opposite this entrance and 
placed against the south wall was a rectangular hearth with a surround of 
vertically placed stones and a base of pitched stone. The exact use of 
these two features is unclear but they could have been used for domestic 
cooking or in brewing. 

The semi-circular room abutting the building to the west lacked 
an entrance or any clear indication of use. A similar building at Great 
Linford, Milton Keynes, is thought by the excavator to have been a bread- 
baking oven, containing a temporary fire that would have been fuelled and 
cleared from a higher level. Quantities of fine charcoal on the earth 
floor of the chamber at Raunds may support this view as the charcoal 
appeared to have originated elsewhere than the base of the chamber. 

Extending from the eastern end of the range and with a similar east 
west alignment was a single course of wall laid directly on the subsoil, 
probably a fence or boundary arrangement. Extending from the other end 
of the range were two shallow slots associated with post holes. These 
probably represent the foundations of a timber structure with the stone 
building, but the western end of this has not been located. This out- 
building must have been one of a group of, structures which, besides pro- 
viding for industrial and domestic useage, were also del5miting the north 
side of the manor. 
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An absence of further medieval structures to the north of the boun- 
dary would appear to support this assertion. 

The Graveyard 

Three hundred and sixty five burials had been excavated by early 
December 1980 with the possibility of several remaining in peripheral 
areas. Whilst the excavation of the burials is nearly complete the study 
of the population and planning of thegraves are still in the early stages. 

Initial indications are that the population has no marked extremes 
as regards composition or mortality. A high infant mortality rate is 
evident from the relatively large percentage of infants recovered from 
the burial ground. Provisional pathology reports indicate a frequent 
occurrence of arthritis of the spine in adults as well as a relatively 
high incidence of adult tooth and gum disease. Ten burials have shown 
evidence of fractures and two have saw marks on part of the cranium. 
Whether these cuts were made before or after death is not let known. 

Middle Saxon Occupation 

The past season has seen resources expended upon occupation levels 
earlier than the two late Saxon churches. In the southern part of the 
graveyard (Fig. 10b) a concentration of post holes, a hearth and several 
shallow pits appeared to be contemporary with some post holes and scat- 
tered remnants of beam slots'lying beneath the earliest church. Quantities 
of metal slag found in some of the pits may be a result of metal working. 

These earlier features have been much disturbed by later activity and 
grave digging but represent the earliest occupation in the area of the 
site near Rotton Row. 

To the west of these features are two parallel ditches, both of which 
were sealed by the churches and cut by graves (Fig. 10a). The eastern most 
ditch returns to the west at its north and south ends whilst the western 
ditch can only be shown to extend in a north-south direction. These 
ditches, which are probably contemporary, seem to be the eastern boundary 
of an enclosure. No excavation has yet taken place in the interior of the 
enclosure but features have been exposed to indicate a high density of 
settlement evidence.. The western boundary of this enclosure has not been 
identified. 

The existence of an enclosure has suggested a settlement adjoining 
the churches and manor. As already indicated, limited pre-church occupa- 
tion did exist to the east of the enclosure and this is probably contem6- 
porary with part of the ditched-enclosure pattern. 

How far the pattern established by the presumed mid Saxon enclosure 
is followed in later periods is uncertain. It became clear that the 
western ditched boundary of the graveyard (Fig. 10b) turned west at its 
northern end and almost certainly east at its southern end. Thus this 
ditch, presumed to be linked directly to the cemetery, must be part of a 
settlement lay out not yet recognized. Excavation of the other three 
cemetery boundaries is still in progress and it is the northern and south- 
ern which appear to continue in use into the medieval period. There is 
still no confirmation of an eastern boundary to the cemetery, perhaps to 
be explained by its having been replaced with a ditch associated with the 
manor. 
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There would thus seem to be evidence for some continuity of useage 
for certain boundary lines from the mid Saxon to the medieval period 
and later (the 20th Century property boundaries in some cases follow 
the medieval close pattern in this corner of Raunds), still uncertain is 
the extent to which the late Saxon church and cemetery follows a mid 
Saxon settlement plan. 

Only further excavation of the area to the west and south of the 
current excavation can solve these problems and shed light on the nature 
and extent of the mid Saxon occupation. As a forerunner of any further 
excavation in these areas a magnatometer survey is planned for late 
December 1980. 

Conclusion 

The excavation at Raunds could provide evidence for the origins and 
growth of the English village in the Saxon and medieval periods. Preser- 
vation of the archaeological evidence is good due to the abandonment of 
the site to pasture since the desertion of the Manor house. As the season 
drew to a close a series of timber slots representing a large timber 
building apparently pre-dating the enclosure ditches was located and 
confirmed a settlement density and prolonged use of the site, not envisaged 
when excavation commenced. 
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NORTHAMPTON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT - John Williams 

Work has again this year concentrated on publication, particularly 
the important Saxon site in Chalk Lane which lay beneath the inner 
bailey bank of the castle, and also the joint survey with the RCHM of 
Greater Northampton, Volume 5 of the Commission's Survey of Northampton- 
shire. Both projects are progressing well. Several small sites were 
watched and the more important work is described below. Financial help 
has again been proirided by the Department of the Environment. At the 
time of writing further excavations have begun in St. Peter's Gardens 
immediately to the east of St. Peter's Church in the hope of discovering 
more about the Middle Saxon development of the area. Two more mortar 
mixers similar to those found in 1974 have been found as well as a robber 
trench of the same date, confirming the archaeological importance of the 
site. 

NORTHAMPTON, ABINGDON STREET CONVENT SITE (Area of SP 757607) - 
J.H. Williams and M. Shaw 

The site was trenched east to west c.100m north of Abingdon Street 
to test for possible early post-Norman conquest defences. No evidence of 
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such defences was found and most of the area seems never to have been 
built over. At the west side of the site however, evidence of medieval 
occupation was noted. 

NORTHAMPTON, DERNGATE (SP 75656038) - M. Shaw 

Excavations were carried out on the site of the old bus station, 
Derngate for a period of five weeks, September - October 1980. Derngate 
lies in the south-east quarter of the medieval walled town, c.300m east 
of the east gate of the late Saxon town and the excavations were intend- 
ed to establish the date of the earliest occupation in this area and to 
give some indication of its nature. Documentary evidence suggested that 
Derngate had been one of the wealthier areas of the town. 

Two trenches were excavated. Trench A, 30m long and 1.5m wide, lay 
immediately to the east of and parallel to Swan Street, a minor lane 
running south from Derngate and part of the medieval street system while 
trench B 6m long and 1.5m wide, was adjacent to Derngate. Both produced 
evidence of medieval buildings. In trench A much of the evidence was 
destroyed by post-medieval cellars which cut down to the subsoil but an 
area to the south of the cellars contained a (?) robber trench which was 
later overlaid by the remains of a late medieval (?) cooking oven. A 
small area to the north of the cellars was excavated down to a depth of 
c.2.5m through layers which resembled quarry backfill. Subsequent obser- 
vations during building operations immediately east of this area again 
produced deposits which seem best interpreted as quarry fill. In trench 
B a series of clay floor and occupation deposits of medieval date were 
discovered to the west of a stone wall which lay partially under the east 
baulk. Neither trench produced any pre-conquest pottery and the results 
would thus seem to suggest a post-conquest date for settlement in this 
area. The quality of the structural remains does not seem to indicate 
substantial structures. Worked flints and a few fragments of badly wea- 
thered prehistoric pottery were found in the deposits below the medieval 
levels. 

NORTHAMPTON, ST. ANDREWS PRIORY (area of SP 752612) - J.H. Williams and 
M. Shaw 

The cluniac priory of St. Andrew was probably founded in the late 
11th Century by Simon de Senlis I as a dependency of the priory of St. 
Mary de Chante on the banks of the Loire. The monastery which played 
an important role in the history of Northampton was dissolved in 1537 and 
the site was sold in 1550. The site was totally built over in the 19th 
Century but recently large areas of the priory precinct have been cleared 
for redevelopment. Because of the badly disturbed nature of the site 
large scale excavation has not been undertaken but watching briefs have 
been maintained. Numerous burials, mainly in rough stone cysts were found 
in the area of Upper Harding Street. Substantial foundations were noted 
at SP 74996114 together with a few further cyst burials and a 20m length 
of monastic drain was recorded at SP 74966110. Evidence of ditches or 
water channels and possibly one of the monastic fishponds was seen at SP 
749609. 
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WOOTTON HILL FARM, NORTHAMPTON (SP 736582) - J.H. Williams and M. Shaw 

Following the salvage excavation of the bath suite in 1979 it was 
decided to try to recover the plan and chronologiCal framework of the 
main villa range. A four week excavation was, therefore, undertaken in 
July 1980, organised as a training exercise, the first two weeks for 
Northamptonshire sixth-formers studying history and the second two weeks 
for students of Leicester University Extra Mural Department's Certificate 
in Archaeology. 

The stone villa seems to have originated as a simple rectangular 
block c.14 x 8m subsequently extended to a length of 17.5m. The villa 
then seems to have changed its axis through 90 degrees becoming a sub- 
stantial structure 26m x 17.5m. A corridor ran along the front of the 
villa and the bath suite was set at the other, side of and parallel to 
the original rectangular block. The various phases are so far undated. 
Work will continue in 1981. 

PIDDINGTON VILLA 1979/80 - R.M. & D.E. Friendship-Taylor and C. & P. 

Woodfield, Upper Nene Archaeological Society 

The site lies six miles south-east of Northampton, facing south 
east, on the side of a small stream flowing north in a shallow valley. 

It was first discovered in 1781 during limestone quarrying. Whellanl 
states "about the year 1781 some very extensive remains of a Roman build- 
ing were discovered in some stone pits near Piddington, close to Preston 
wood. A beautiful tesselated pavement, about 50ft square, was cleared 
and found perfect; and fragments of large and curious tiles, pottery etc., 
together with several coins, and a large portion of a skeleton, with a 
gold ring apparently attached to it, and a spear by its side". VCH2 states 
that the mosaic was black and white. All this material is now lost. Un- 
fortunately no drawings were .made of, the pavement at the time, so the 

precise interpretation of '50ft square' remains unsolved. 

In 1978 the field, which had been under permanent pasture for many 
years, was ploughed,, and stony areas attributed to the old quarry workings 
were bulldozed. Following this, surface finds over three to four acres 
indicated the survival of Roman structures not destroyed in the 18th Cen- 
tury operations. The threat of further levelling, the activities of 
treasure hunters, and the planned route of a trunk water main through the 
same field made fùrther excavation desirable. Preliminary field walking 
indicated the position of the main building, of a metal working area some 
distance away, and a further structure, possibly with a heating system, 
near the stream. 

Commencing in April 1979, the excavation, covering some 950 sq.m. 
has revealed a substantial building of stone walls enclosing a minimum of 
17 rooms, some with stone and brick tesselated floors and some with 
simple hypocausts. A corridor, at present traced for 26 metres, was 

floored with herringbone laid tiles (opus spicatum). Some rooms had wall 
plaster painted with both geometric and naturalistic scenes. Roofs were 

of tile and stone slates (Fig. 11). 

Preliminary interpretation, which is much complicated by extensive 

stone robbing,suggests a minimum of four periods; a mid 4th Century 



Figure 11 
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occupation represented by pits and gullies and probably associated with 

a timber structure; a 2nd Century corridor villa, at present without 

evidence for wings, which was destroyed in the late Antonine period by 

fire; a 3rd Century rebuilding and extension of the living accommodation 

to include further heated rooms; and finally an industrial use of some 

rooms3 in the mid to later itth Century. This last phase of occupation 

is marked by post-holes cut through the brick floor of the corridor, 

probably to support the failing roof structure, and by a hasty burial of 

a young woman, without grave goods, in the outer corridor wall perhaps 

under a threshold4. 

Finds have not been extensive as 6tratified levels have yet to be 

removed. Some rough shaped stone segments are suggestive of built-up 

rendered columns, and fine tesserae indicate the former presence of 

mosaics. There are some important 4th Century pottery groups associated 

with coins, and casual finds from the area include a large Roman key, 

a late Iron Age enamelled terret, and a 15th Century enamelled and gilded 

pendant bearing the differenced arms of England. 

The extent of Roman occupation of the site, and the quality of the 

building finishes, tends to confirm the early assumption that there is 

at Piddington another of the large villa estates which for reasons yet 

imperfectly understood, appear in the uplands of Northamptonshire during 

the Roman period.5 
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THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE SURVEY - David Hall and Paul Martin 

The general survey of the county continues. About 120 parishes 
have now, been studied; last season saw the completion of Bulwick, Greaton, 
Flore, Gretton, Harringworth, Stanion, Sulby, Thornby, Wakerley and 
Welford. These villages offered a range of different terrains varying 
from the major river valleys to upland glacial drifts. 

The same kind of settlement patterns emerged as previously noted. 
The light soils of Flore were particularly rich in prehistoric remains, 
as were the glacial gravels of Welford. Iron Age sites were not very 
abundant, but as usual Roman sites were fairly ubiquitous except in 
parishes north west of Northampton. A large Roman and Saxon site at 
Flore is probably the site which gave the village its name (Flore = 

floor = Roman mosaic). 
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Many Saxon sites were discovered, all of them on light soils. The 

largest was at Harringworth, adjacent to the Saxon cemetery excavated by 

Dennis Jackson in 1970, and is very probably the related settlement. The 

furlong name for this area is bosley which is a compound of the Saxon 

personal name Bosa and leah, clearing. In all probability. Bosley is the 

name of this settlement, it fits in well with the naine types of the area 

- the adjacent settlements are Shotley and Wakesley. 

Historical research has made considerable progress over the last two 

years. It is now possible to study the precise layout of 12th and 13th 

Century holdings by studying those parishes with medieval charters and 

late 'fieldbooks' - accounts of every 'single strip holding in the parish. 

The large body of evidence collected over the last 20 years is 

being published in summary form with plans. It will be interesting to 

compare it with the results recently published by the RCHM - the two 

have entirely different data-bases. 

We have not attempted to list all last season's discoveries here 

but give a more detailed account of one of the parishes, Thornby. 

THORNBY PARISH SURVEY - David Hall and Paul Martin 

Thornby is a small parish of 1182 acres lying on the Northamptonshire 

uplands adjacent to Naseby (described in Newsletter No. 10, 1980). The 

geology consists mainly of a light boulderclay, but at the north west, 

next to Cold Ashby parish, the underlying Jurassic deposit of Ironstone 

is exposed. 

Much of the parish lies under permanent pasture, and no premedieval 

settlement sites were identified. A Roman site has been claimed in the 

field now called blackpits (SP 674765), but this could not be substan- 

tiated as there were no sherds and no dark occupation remains.. Two 

Roman sherds only were recovered from SP 67807648. Perhaps there is a 

site somewhere near, on one of the grass fields. 

Thornby enters the historical record with the Domesday Survey of 

1086. Only Bridge's account of the manorial descent is available, and 

this is summarized as follows.1 

At the time of the Domesday Survey one manor is mentioned. It con- 

sisted of one hide and belonged to William Peverel descending to Robert 

Fitz Alegod in the 12th Century, and to Peter de Goldington in the 13th. 

Another manor of 1i hides belonging to the Earl of Morton in c.1110 de- 

scended to the Thomas de Bray with the family of Wydevylle as overlords 

by the early 14th Century. 

There is then a gap in the manorial history, but mbst of the land 

appears to have been given to Sulby Abbey. After the Dissolution, 

Thornby was granted to Richard Andrew and Nicholas Temple in 1542, and 

to Sir Christopher Hatton in 1557 and thereafter it was acquired by sev- 

eral freeholders, there being seven in c.1720. The tithes also were 

leased out on many occasions by the crown, e.g. to George Tresham in 

1550 and to Francis Saunders in 1565.2 

The account is clearly defective and no mention is made of the 

Domesday manor of Chilcotes or of any of the early medieval lords, such 

as the Paveli family, who were giving large amounts of land to the 
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Cistercian Priory at Pipwell. Chilcotes and these grantors of lands are 
all recorded under the account for Cold Ashby parish. 

This presents a problem; the village or manor of Chilcotes is lost 
as a modern settlement naine, however, on the tithe map of 1840, the long 
western tongue of Thornby parish has four adjacent fields with this name, 
totalling 77 acres3. The lands given to Pipwell Abbey up to about 1250 
are recorded in detail in the various 13th Century cartularies of that 
monastic house; some of the original charters also survive at the British 
Museumq along with charters of lands in Thornby given to Sulby Abbey5. 
Several of these mention Chilcotes: they always treat it as a separate 
estate without specifying a parish i.e. William Wideville granted all 
lands in Chilcote and 4 virgates in Cold Ashby6. A single charter of 
0.1290 referring to lands in Thornby mentions land at Chelviscotegate, but 
this most likely means that the gift was adjacent to Chilcotes not that 
Chilcotes was necessarily part of Thornby.7 

The Chilcotes entries in the cartularies are in the middle of Cold 
Ashby grants without a separate heading, whereas Thornby does have its 
own heading. 

It seems therefore that Chilcotes was a separate physical entity 
but was in the parish of Cold Ashby. The total Domesday hidage of Cold 
Ashby, including Chilcotes (1 virgate), is 5i hides. The parish acreage 
is 2077, so about 375 acres are nominally equal to a hide. A virgate 
would therefore be 94 acres, which is reasonably close to the 77 acres 
of fields called Chilcotes, mentioned above. 

The precise whereabouts of the settlement of Chilcotes has not been 
located. It may have been ploughed out in late medieval times and now 
lay hidden under pasture. More likely it is covered by the present 
Thornby Grange SP 75837474. There is a fishpond at SP 75467470 which may 
belong to it; the marshy uneven ground at SP 75877446 is not a likely 
candidate. 

The main settlement of Thornby itself is a compact, slightly shrun- 
ken village with some earthworks. Particularly fine is a windmill mound 
at SP 66727593. 

The open-fields (Fig. 12) pattern was easily reconstructed in a 
parish largely remaining as pasture. There are no notable features in the 
layout, all the furlongs conform to the microtopography of the undulating 
landscape. 

No post-medieval furlong information survives; like Naseby there is 
only the 13th Century charter evidence and the post-medieval inclosed 
field-names. These are ali listed in Table 1, and identified where pos- 
sible by reference to Figure 12 . It is interesting to find that already 
by the late 12th Century the 'heads', or lands ends, were being specific- 
ally mentioned8. The charters give the clear impression that by c.1210 
most of the parish had been opened up to arable, but there was still some 
wood near to the village. At this time there was a two-field system of 
arable. 

The names themselves relate to the topography in the usual way. Thus 
there are long, short, and white lands and lands near brooks, pits, hills, 
meres etc. The chief source is a terrier of 45 acres dated about 1210. 





In the other field 

twenty acres near the cross 10a 

32 peselend la 

2 Navisbimere at St. Andrew la 

Wowlond la 

10 in over f. of the brook of la 

St. Andrews 
hardhil 

41 the other which butts to 
flitinhil 
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2r 24-6 next Navisbimere two f. 3a 2r 

2r gateshul over f. la 

2r 5? longelond 2r 
dedes acre in one . 2a 

2r next furlong there la 

2r 38-9 grafthorhil towards 
Navisbibroc la 

Names from charter c.1300 (Add Charter 22471); chelviscotegate and 
heads, chelviskebrode hundes pitt, levericston, gelahul, hullidole with 
heads, fyschereshul, halleyate, langelond butts. 

Names after inclosure: 1066; goadbyes close, horse close, home close 
(17), spinney close (W of 72), gray furlong , over and netherstockings 
(45) : 1683 goolings (88), Ashby brookes (82), bease acre close (78), rye 
hills (77-8), coate hill, lammas close (74), dawes dykes (73, 75), coats 
hill, cottagers pasture 1752, Great and Little Ketland close (79,80). 

The field names were identified from their resemblance to form 
marked on the 1840 tithe map. The remaining 1840 field names have not 
been given as they are uninformative, such as hote close, great close, 
etc. 

90 little furlong at longhil la 2r longhil next river la lr 

geluhil la 2r over f. at hedicnol la 

winewicwei la 2r 66 furlongabove mill la 

77? over f. at essebribroc la 78? long f. next essebi la 

54? middle f. against woodland 
byvillage;in smede la of la f. against helebrige la 2r 
meadow 

TABLE 1 THORNBY FURLONG NAMES 

Terrier of 45 acres c.1210 (add Charter 22470, temp. John) 

(in one field) 

No. on head of white furlong la white furlong 
Fig. fiswerehil 2a 88 over goshenges 

2a lr 

la 
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There are a few Norse elements in them, consistent with the place- 
names of Sulby, Ashby, Sibbertoft, Clipston, and Nortoft, all in the 
immediate vicinity. In particular the roads are called Norse gates 
rather than the Saxon ways. 

The parish was inclosed in 1623, presumably by private agreement9. 
The hedges were generally planted around the furlongs giving rise to 
the irregular-shaped fields still surviving. The glebe was about 47 
acres of closes in lieu of 11 yardlands. It is tempting to associate 
this land with the 45 acres specified in 1210, but there is no evidence. 
Two 17th Century deeds name some of the closes10, but a complete set of 
names is not forthcoming until the 1840 tithe map. This map shows all 
the houses and a wide drove-like turnpike road. At that time there were 
301 acres of arable, 787 pasture, 28 acres wood, and 28 acres of houses 
and roads. 
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WELLAND VALLEY PROJECT - Maisie Taylor 

The Welland Valley Project, under the direction of Francis Pryor, 
moved into the first field made available almost exactly a year ago. Ex- 
cavation did not begin at once and the first few weeks were well occupied 
with pre-excavation surveys. The first field, known as the East Field, 
which is about 6 acres in area, was marked out into-a ten metre grid and 
the site was sampled for phosphate and magnetic susceptibility. The site 
was also field walked and all man-made finds plotted to the nearest one 
metre square. To facilitate this work, two five metre squares were made 
of angled steel with elasticated strings; these were later pressed into 
service most effectively to help the work of planning the site which is 
being done by Dave Crowther. This detailed fieldwork has been plotted out 
and the results were able to help us plan the,areas that were to be strip- 
ped later in the winter. It proved impossible to put a large scraper onto 
the site straight away and so the main areas of archaeological activity 
were stripped with a hy-mac which was loaned to us by Hoveringham Ltd., the 
company quarrying the gravel at Maxey. This act of generosity was the 
first of many. The areas of archaeological activity were pin-pointed by 
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the superimposition of the position of finds from field walking onto the 

cropmarks plotted from aerial photographs. The areas plotted in this 

way were then excavated in some detail. Our permanent team was helped at 

various times by a squadron of Royal Engineers from Waterbeach, the 

Cambridge University Training Dig and the Manchester University Training 

Dig. 

Early in the summer the remainder of the site was stripped by a D8 

and box scraper which was loaned to us by the gravel company, Hoveringham, 

and excavations of the remaining features has been going on since then. 

Provisional work on the palaeobotany has been done by Francis Green 

and he is beginning to produce a few results for us. It seems, for in- 

stance, that there was no cultivation of cereals in the IA/RB period at 

the settlement, but grain may have been imported ready threshed. 

Excavations revealed a substantial IA/RB settlement with up to a 

dozen houses, large quantities of pottery and fine bone preservation. A 

length of the cursus that crosses the site was emptied and work in late 

summer concentrated on a square structure and a stone built structure on 

the site. That is now finished and Hoveringham have gone into their next 

phase of production. Supplementary money was fortchoming from the DoE for 

some work on the West Field in the autumn. This field contains more of 

the cursus, part of the henge, a Bronze Age burial mound and a probable 

kiln which was picked up on a magnetometer survey carried out by the 

Ancient Monuments Lab. for us. An unexpected find in this field was a 

Neolithic mortuary enclosure in the entrance to the henge. Even though 

wet sieving was employed with a 2mm mesh, no finds came from this enclo- 

sure. The primary burial and part of the mound were protec'ted under the 

medieval plough headland. 

A certain amount of post-excavation work has been completed, Bob 

Boume managed to keep on top of the flood of Iron Age and Romano-British 

pottery which came in from the East Field, as well as doing a fair amount 

of digging; Dave Crowther, when he's not digging or planning is looking 

after the small finds and conservation; Ben Booth spent many weekends and 

evenings writing us a suite of programs for our micro-computer before 

taking up a post as Information Archaeologist at the National Maritime 

Museum. His programs enable everyone else's work to run smoothly as all 

finds and features are recorded and filed onto the computer. Francis Pryor 

is continuing work on the Fourth Fengate Report in his 'spare time' but 

has been heard to mumble that the end is in sight. The Third Fengate 

Report has actually appeared and is now available. It is being distributed 

by the Northants. Arch. Soc. as it is the first Northants Arch. Monograph. 

Field walking has begun on a new site near Barnack. Initial work has 

produced a substantial flint industry from the top soil and work is contin- 

uing on surveying the complex of cropmarks which include a villa, ring 

ditches and a 'mini cursus'. Digging on this site will be very limited but 

the survey is quite extensive. 

The 'Friends of the Welland Valley' scheme was launched at the East of 

England Show last summer and we are steadily acquiring new members. The 

third newsletter is due out next month. Another forthcoming event is an 

exhibition to be held at Peterborough Museum for one month from the end of 

March. The exhibition will cover recent field work in the Welland Valley. 
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OXFORDSH I RE 

CHURCH HINGES, South Oxfordshire - Cynthia A. Graham Kerr 

Introduction 

On entering a church, much consideration may be given to the carving 
round the door, and its shape, but scant attention is paid to the very 
objects that allow it to be used, viz, the hinges. These highly nine-, 
tional artefacts are often brilliant examples of the blacksmiths' skill, 
and vary in this area,from church to church. Many are local products, 
and provide an interesting study of ironwork mflecting the fashion and 
expertise of the time, both in their design and execution. 

The older church hinges of this area are mostly stout straps with 
a split decoration at the headi whilst the later 19th Century restorations 
have fussy curlicues embellished with finials of trefoil or fleur-de-lys 
shapes, often in light strapping of approximately 11- cm. The bolts which 
holdthem on are also an integral part of the design, arranged not only 
to spread the support, but add to its beauty, and these too vary in size 
and shape. 

Many call for great skill in their manufacture (as the author can 
testify, having learnt heavy forge-work) and are of considérable artist- 
ic merit. Some early Norman hinges had a strong Viking influence in their 
ship and dragon designs (usually to be foundfarther north than here). By 
the 12th Century the designs had become more geometric and conventional, 
with bold crescent shapes. It is said that this C-shape related to St. 
Clement, the patron saint of smiths. The 13th Century was the heyday of 
ironwork, with graceful foliated scroll-work, fine design and incised 
bands, rosettes and trefoils, often showing a strong link with the med- 
ieval tile designs. 

In some places the curlicues became so elaborate as to practically 
cover the door - which also reinforced it. 

By the 14th Century the art had declined, and studs were used to make 
patterns together with wrought-iron locks and keyplates, and it was not 
until the 18th and 19th Centuries that the hinges began to be copied 
(see Whitchurch and Mapledurham) although they never quite regained the 
lightness of design of the 13th Century or the stoutness of the Norman 
smiths' work. 

The following illustrations of hinges, selectedfrom both medieval 
and more recent types, were drawn originally at the sites on squared 
paper for accuracy; and together with a few brief notes, hope to demon- 
strate a more unusual facet of interest in ironwork. 

St. Mary'_s, North Stoke (Fig. 13 No.1) 

Rebuilt in the 13th-14th Centuries with later restorations, this 
church has 14th Century ironwork on .the north door and the tdo.simple 
strap hinges ending in splitcurled tails are quite différent. The top one 
with ornate lines in herringbone fashion, incised right along its length, 
ends in two small tails,and is firmly held with nine handmade bolts, - 

the jamb one being round - a characteristic noted elsewhere. The incis- 
ions are filled with a whiteish material - possibly painted or limed' 
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sometime. The bottom hinge is shorter, 5cm. wide with seven bolts 12 cm 

apart, and thinner tails, it is not incised. The door itself is contem- 

porary, being well weathered rough old oak. 

St. Mary's,Ipsden (Fig. 13 No.2) 

These beautiful hinges on the south door, none of which match exactly 

- a proof they are handmade - consist of a simple band 4 cm. wide ending 

in complicated tails round a foliate central tongue, and a second pair 

curl outwards. The pair at the base of the door have a short centre piece 

and curlier outer tails. 

It is interesting to note that there are two unused holes in the 

bottom lefthand strap, which suggests they mayhave been re-used on a new 

door, as this does not appear to be nearly as. old as the hinges, which 

are held on, surprisingly, with flat head screws! The church, a chapel 

to North Stoke, was built in late 12th Century. 

St. Peter and St. Paul, Checkendon (Fig. 13 no.3) 

The south door of this Norman flint-and-stone church seems too 

smooth to be very old, but the furnishings such as the lock and bolt in- 

side appear to be older, so it is possible that everything, including the 

hinges, was re-used on a new door. The strap is of simple design of a 

slightly tapered band, incised with triangles near the jamb, and a collar 

near the head, which consists of two fluted leaves, made by splitting the 

end and splaying it outwards, with a central tongue for the bolt, and in- 

cised with a curved triangle towards the collar. The bolts are chamfered 

to look square on a round base, but the one at the jamb is square. 

St. Mary's, Whitchurch-on-Thames (Fig. 13 No. 4 and 5) 

Both the south and north doors of this completely restored church 

were worth attention, and it is interesting to see how entirely different 

they are to each other. The north door (no.4) with its elegant leaf fin- 

ial, is a pleasing contrast to no.5, and has a central rosette incorpora- 

ted in the band, and slim tapering branches with anchor-like endings. 

These branches curve inwards and, together with the main band, are light- 

ly incised down the centres, and held with small round bolts. 

The church, restored in 1858, by H. Woodyer, in the 14th Century 

style, still retains the Norman south doorway, and it is here the heavier 

hinge is used (no.5). It tapers from 5 cm to 4 cm. at the head, which 

a)nsists of three heavy fleurs-de-lys followed by curly leaves and little 

spurs at the base. By the jamb barb-like branches dart out at 45 degrees 

giving a rather unbalanced effect. It is held with rounded bolts and is 

matt-black. 

Holy Trinity, Nuffield (Fig. 13 No. 6 and 6a) 

No.6: Although there are still a good many Norman and 14th Century 

features about this church, the chancel wasrestored about 1845 by Ferrey 

and this may have included the door, which is brown painted wood with 

thick foliate hinges looking more cut-out than forged. 

It was suggested that the hinges might be quite modern, they are 

painted black and a smaller version was found on the north door. These, 

from the west door, are all alike and have large square bolts of 2 cm. 
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across, and chamfered corners. The one second from the jamb, however, is 

not chamfered being slightly rounded and uneven. Between it and the third 

bolt a welded joint is visible. 

No.6a: This plain strap hinge on the door into the tower from the 

vestry, was recorded, as it is probably contemporary with the medieval 

tiles on the floor here, and the door itself is old, so they might well 

be 14th Century. It is neatly forged in one piece, the jamb end being 

coiled into the gudgeon, then-continuing straight across to the flattened 

head, and held with handmade half-T-headed nails, excePt the one in the 

head wich is a 0.75cm. squarish bolt; and the one nearest the jamb, which 

is quite round and flat. 

St. Andrews', South Stoke (Fig. 13 no.7) 

Another 13th - 14th Century church much restored in 1857 by J.B. 

Clacy; the doorway being 14th Century but the south door itself looks 

younger, and the hinges decidedly so. It has an interesting and unusual 

design incised down the band, and simple curlicues each side with tre- 

foliate finials, repeated at the head. The square bolts are chamfered, 

and vary in size. 

St. Thomas of Canterbury, Goring-on-Thames (Fig. 13 no.8) 

This hinge is of light strapwork 1.5 cm wide with trefoil finials 

and small square bolts. There are two on each of the large west doors, 

and look rather inadequate being only 30 cm. across at the widest part. 

They are painted shiny black on a dark blue door. This church was heav- 

ily restored in the 1800s and the west door faces the site of the old 

priory, excavated in 1892. 

No.8a: Of more pleasing design is this light strap hinge with an 

attractive leaf finial, found on the vestry door. 

St. Margaret's, Mapledurham (Fig. 13) 

This small church was restored in 1863 by William Butterfield, and 

has most elegant hinges on its smooth oak north door. Starting with 

a short length of 4.5 cm. wide band, it changes to 2.5 cm. at a three- 

tier rosette consisting of, an octagonal base with a quatrefoil superim- 

posed, and a finer quatrefoil on top. This band continues for 30 cm. 

reaching another rosette, this in a trefoliate shape, and diminishing 

to 1.25 cm. to end in a blunted fleur-de-lys. The gracefully curving 

branches have seven-petalled rosettes at their joints and a variety of 

finials, the bolts are square-headed. 

SWALCLIFFE LEA ROMAN ROADS - G.H. Hargreaves, R.P.F. Parker and A.W.F. 
Boarder 

The general course of Margary's Road 56a which passes through the 

Romano-British settlement at Swalcliffe Lea is well-known. Detailed 

mapping of the road has now established 14 alignment angles between White 

House, Epwell and Fulling Mill Farm, Broughton, see Fig. 14. The Roman 

surveyor used four high sighting points successively in view of one 

another, and diverged from the alignments between them to minimise 

crossing of wet ground and to reduce gradients. Visible evidence of 

the road is particularly rich on the first alignment from White House, 
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where it includes aggers, causeways over hollows and hedge-crossing anom- 

alies, and at the edge of the escarpment above Blenheim Farm, where 
ploughing has scattered the metalling. The road is 33ft wide on the 

south side of the ford near Shutford Grove. 

Reinterpretation of the bounds of Tadmarton Saxon Charter B964 which 

mentions two straets, of which one is Road 56a, has led to the discovery 

of a north-south Roman road through Swalcliffe Lea whose alignment approa- 

ching Tadmarton from the south is based on sighting points on Jester's 
Hill and the high ground at Holy Well, but whose course through rugged 

terrain south of Ushercoombe is not clear: it is likely that it contin- 

ues north through the gap between Madmarston Hill and Langley Hill, but 
its origin and destination are not at present discernible. 

DORCHESTER-SILCHESTER ROMAN ROAD - G.H. Hargreaves, R.P.F. Parker and 
A.W.F. Boarder 

The Roman road from Dorchester to Silchester (Margary 160e) has long 

been known to cross the Sinodun Hills and pass through Mackney and Cholsey, 
but hitherto no attempt appears to have been made to determine its precise 
course through Oxfordshire. 

Previously it has been thought that the road runs between Cholsey and 

a col in the Sinodun Hills upon a single alignment pointing directly to 

Dorchester, but carefull survey has shown that this is not so, and the 

road has five alignment angles between Old Street Ford, where it crosses 

the Thames south-east of Dorchester, and Moulsford, see Fig. 15. 

The high point in the Sinodun Hills chosen by the Roman surveyor for 

the summit of the road and used as sighting point for his alignment to Old 

Street Ford is not on the col but above it, because this leads to an eas- 
ier descent on the south side. The alignment is continued for a short 

distance over the summit to where the ground is less steep, and the road 

then turns and runs to an intermediate high point south of Mackney, and 

from there upon a new alignment to a high point south of Cholsey. A turn 

here is quickly followed by two further alignment angles involving a re- 

versed change of direction which is not topographically dictated. The ex- 

planation of these appears to be that the surveyor accurately sighted his 

next alignment from the Cholsey high point to the summit of Rottendown Hill, 
a landmark which overlooks the Streatley-Goring gap through which the road 
must pass; but at some time after his survey line had reached a subsidiary 

high point 400 yards onwards he realised that this alignment crossed a 

bend in the Thames: a new alignment was therefore sighted from the Cholsey 
high point to avoid this and a short traverse made from the subsidiary high 

point to it. The road then proceeds on this alignment to Streatley with 

a temporary diversion around the east end of the ridge at the south end 

of Moulsford where its precise location is obscured by modern development. 

The explanation of the'alignment angles south of Cholsey implies 

that the survey was carried out in the direction southwards from Dorchester. 

The traverse from one alignment to another without cause by the nature of 

the ground is uncharacteristic of Roman surveying and implies that the 

next stage in road building - probably the clearance of vegetation - had 
been started before the survey of the alignment through the subsidiary 

high point to Rottendown Hill was complete. 
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MILTON KEYNES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

ANNUAL REPORT ON ARCHAEOLOGY 1980 

INTRODUCTION 

Excavation and fieldwork in Milton Keynes may have been on a slightly 

curtailed scale in 1980, but it none the less produced interesting 
results and one or two surprises. The dated Little Brickhill tile 

pavement at St Andrew's, Great Linford, was one of the surprises, but 

equally significant was the careful observation work which has 
suggested that there was an earlier, smaller, church on the same 
site. These are turning up so regularly (as at Little Woolstone 
last year) that our views on the date and nature of English 
ecclesiastical organisation in the countryside must change. 

Village, manor and church are the three fixed points of medieval 
rural topography: in Great Linford we looked at the village in the 

seventies and this year, at the same time as we were looking at the 

church, we also investigated the medieval manor house. Our study of 

the medieval community is therefore complete, thanks to a conjunction 
of circumstances only likely in the New City situation. 

At Linford we had in the past examined the early wind mill; at Caldecotte 

we hoped to find an equally early water mill, but it turned out to be 

eighteenth century only. However, the remains were startling in the 

degree of wood preservation, and they fill a gap in our knowledge of 
milling technology. 

All these excavations, and many other items of news, are regularly 
reported to the people of Milton Keynes through our free bi-monthly 
newsletter: Milton Keynes Archaeology News. 

The public could also learn of our work through our exhibitions. The 

biggest of these, which covered the Unit's reasons for existence, and 

the way in which it worked, ran for two months at Milton Keynes Civic 
Offices. A travelling exhibition toured local schools and libraries 
during the year with information about the Pennylands and Wymbush 
excavations. Another went to Birmingham Polytechnic. Finally, in 

the autumn we were offered a shop window in the new Shopping Centre 
and displayed '4 Thousand Years of Pottery in Milton Keynes'. 

The Sunday afternoon walks around the villages and ancient monuments 
of the Linear Park in the New City, billed as 'A Walk in the Park', 

continued. In addition, day excursions called 'A Day in the Past', 

introduced people to Industrial Archaeology, Historic Churches and 

Medieval Monuments in the area on the three spring and summer bank 

holidays. 

Bradwell Abbey was once again open to the public on summer Sunday 

afternoons, thanks to volunteers from the Corporation staff, and 

continued to attract visitors, both then and by arrangement in 

organized parties at other times. Schools find it an interesting 
place to bring their pupils, often in conjunction with talks about 
archaeology from a member of our staff. 
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EXCAVATION 

CALDECOTTE, BOW BRICKHILL - M.R. Petchey 

The Water Mill (SP 8904 3499) 

The major excavation at Caldecotte in 1980 was of the water mill 500m 

south of the deserted medieval village, on a distributary of the river 

Ouzel. 

The existence of a mill had been known from documentary sources for a 

considerable while. It is mentioned in Domesday Book, and the list of 

its owners was a considerable help to the historians of the Victoria 

County History in tracing the descent of Caldecotte Manor. Its site 

was not known, however, until R.A. Croft, the Unit's documentary 

researcher, discovered a map of Bow Brickhill in the Bedfordshire 
Record Office on which appeared an enclosure called Mill Close, next 

to the presumed mill stream. The area was examined in the field, and 

earthworks were found which were presumed to relate to the Mill. 

As they were due to be destroyed by the construction of Caldecotte 

Lake, excavation was scheduled as part of the programme of excavations 

before the lake is built, and took place between June and Amgust 1980. 

Initially, the earthworks were misinterpreted, having been distorted 

by a late re-cutting of the former mill leet long after the mill had 

been demolished. This led to difficulties in locating the mill 

structure. 

A mill leet led straight and direct for 140m to the mill site, 
contrasting with the meandering course of the tail stream, perhaps 

part of the drainage system of the medieval 'great marsh of Caldecotte'. 

As it approached the mill the leet was surrounded by earth banks 

protected by stone revetment nearer the mill to prevent erosion by 
the scouring power of the mill stream. The maximum depth of water 
that could have been contained by these banks was 2.5m, indicating 

an under-shot, or just conceivably a breast-shot, wheel. Behind the 

eastern bank was a large overflow channel to take excess water around 

the mill and into the mill pond behind it. 

The stone revetment narrowed in the 5m in front of the mill structure 

itself to funnel the water into the wheel. The channel bed in this 

area had been paved with stone inside a timber framework, as in the 

body of the mill, but only fragments of the timber and the mortar bed 

remained after robbing, which had exposed the base timber of the sluice 

of an earlier mill than the final phase, of which most evidence remained. 

The water was funnelled into a building in which, because of the high 

water table, both the stone and timber footings remained. Across the 

front was a massive elm timber, serving both as the support for the 

wooden superstructure at the front and as the bottom member of the 

sluice in front of the wheel. 

Behind the sluice the building had three compartments. In the centre 

the wheel revolved over a sloping platform,2,5m wide. The bases of 

wheel pits for undershot wheels were often made to slope to give water 

an easy flow beneath the wheel and to prevent it braking the wheel by 

any reverse flow. On both sides of this platform were level channels. 
That to the east is interpreted as a by-pass channel, that to the west 

as built for the pit-wheel, the gear wheel turned by the drive shaft 
from the water-wheel and itself driving a gear linked to the mill stones. 



Figure 16 

Bow Brickhill, Caldecotte: Plan of final (16th Century) phase 
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The building was floored with stone inside a timber framework, 

utilizing timber from the roof of an earlier building. The timber 

served as a framework for, the stones and as a base for the nails 

securing the boards covering them. 

All three channels discharged into a boarded tail race, again with 
the principal function of allowing the water, once it had passed over 
the wheel, to travel away as fast as possible. 

To the west of the wheel-house area, the river bank rose very rapidly, 
and the rest of the mill building must have been terraced into the 
bank. The base of a framework for supporting the mill stones were 
found, but complete interpretation must await the total excavation 
of the area to the west of that examined in 1980. 

The earlier sill has already been mentioned. It seems to represent 
part of an earlier mill structure along similar, lines to the final 

phase. Other parts of the excavated remains belong to this earlier 
phase, but it was substantially destroyed by the building of the last 
mill. 

The construction of the final phase was dated by a coin sealed in the 
construction to the second quarter of the eighteenth century; the 

earlier phase may be a hundred years older. No traces of either the 
Domesday mill or one of any intermediate date were found; it is not 
yet clear whether this is because they were totally destroyed by later 
mills or because they were at a different site. Certainly no other 
site presents itself topographically. 

Most mills of eighteenth century date, even if they still survive as 
'buildings, were substantially altered when iron machinery became cheap 
and available in the nineteenth century. Caldecotte Mill will therefore 
prove a useful addition to our knowledge of the history of technology. 

The First century enclosure (SP 8921 3511) 

An elongated ovoid enclosure 52m x 12m wide had been known for some 
time from aerial photographs and a geophysical survey. The lack of 
surface finds had led to an hypothesis that it might be a Neolithic 
mortuary enclosure. 

The area was trial-trenched in September 1980 to guide future excavations. 
The enclosure was located and its ditches sectioned. For such a narrow 
enclosure they were extremely large, 2m wide at the top and at least 
2m deep. A high water table resulted in the sides of narrow machine-dug 
trenches collapsing immediately they were excavated, making it impossible 
to draw sections. However, pottery was recovered from the early silts of 
the ditches, and this suggested a date for the silting of the enclosure 
of the mid-first century AD, including as it did sherds of a fabric found 
at the nearby kiln discovered in 1978. 

It is not clear what function such an enclosure fulfilled in the first- 
century landscape, and a ritual use seems as likely as an agricultural one. 

PENNYLAND IRON AGE/SAXON SETTLEMENT - R.J. Williams 

The current economic situation has resulted in the post-ponement to spring 
1981 of the startt-of the final phase of the Pennyland housing project. 
This has meant that we will have to wait until next season to complete 
the full plan of the settlements. 

A small area to the north-east of the main area was, however, unexpectedly 
stripped of its topsoil in preparation for the construction of an 
eliptical cycle path and landscape features. The area in question 
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was only 30 metres long and 15 metres across and a small-scale 
excavation was carried out over a period of three weeks with very 

successful results. Once again, due to limited time, a machine 
with a wide ditching bucket was used to remove the worst of the 
tracked-over surface. 

Saxon features 

The first feature to be noted was yet another grubenhaus (the twelfth 
for the site), 3.75 x 2.75 metres, which on excavation proved to be 
fairly shallow and very similar in form to those previously found 
on the site. The finds from the fill were also similar to those 
elsewhere on the site, although the first complete bone comb was 
recovered, and one corner of the structure produced an unusual 
amount of badly fragmented pottery. The sherds seem to represent 
several vessels including a very large storage jar and a boud with 
upright pierced lugs. 

The most important find has been that of the first fully post-built 
structure on the site. During the 1979 excavation season a number 
of Saxon post-holes were encountered which were thought to have been 
parts of timber buildings, although no complete plans were dis- 
tinguishable. The structure consisted of a rectangular layout of 
post-pits, many of which were of definite sub-rectangular shape with 
flattish bottons. Several of them contained evidence of stone post- 
packing, although only one clear post pipe was discernible. The 
building, approxmately 8 x 5 metres, had a single partition at the 
north-east and showed signs of buttressing on the north-east and 
south-east sides against the prevailing north-west winds. 

The form of the construction of the walls was not clear from the 
excavated evidence, nor was the position of the entrance. 

The relationship of the post-built structure to the grubenhaus is 
also unclear as there was no distinction of fill between the two. 

The only other Saxon features were several gulleys whose function 
will remain uncertain until the completion of the excavation of the 
adjacent area. 

Iron Age features 

As with the Saxon period, a number of Iron Age ditches and gulleys 
were excavated whose significance will not be known until the site 
is finished. 

Yet another large pennanular drip-gulley for an Iron Age house was 
found. This was the largest of the seven known buildings of this 
type on the site, being 13 metres in diameter from the centre of the 
ditch. The entrance, 4 metres wide, was on the east side and as with 
all the other excavated examples, no internal structure was found 
with the exception of two clay-lined pits whose contemporaneity must 
remain in question. The gulley was at its deepest nearest the terminals, 
which also contained the majority of finds including a short iron sword 
or dagger and a fragment of a fired triangular, clay loomweight. 

The sword/dagger c.48cm long, was found in the upper fill of the gulley 
lying horizontally, although the blade had been bent at an angle of 
300, presumably the reason for its disposal. It is currently being 
conserved and an x-ray has shown that it is complete with a sharp point. 
The tang is sub-square in section, with no evidence for the pommel or 
handle. 
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Conclusion 

The recognition of the post-built structure is certainly the most 

significant discovery of this season's small excavation, making 
sense of the apparent large spaces between grubenhauser elsewhere 
on the site. Its location immediately adjacent to the unstripped 
area suggests better preservation of the shallower features and 
augurs well for the 1981 season. 

GREAT LINFORD 

St. Andrew's Church - R.J. Williams 

St. Andrew's Church at Great Linford, SP 8506 4232, stands in the 

north-west corner of the landscaped early eighteenth century grounds 
of Gt. Linford Manor. 

The church was last restored in 1884-85 and had remained almost totally 

unaltered since. It was recently decided that, for reasons of an 
expanding congregation and the delapidated condition of the interior 
and its fittings, a major restoration and redecoration was necessary. 
Work began in December 1979 and the major structural work had finished 
by June 1980. 

Very little machinery could be usefully employed on site by the 
contractors (Robert Marriott Ltd.) because of spatial restrictions and 
limited access, and most of the work was consequently undertaken by a 
small team of builders. The type and circumstances of the work pre- 
cluded any large scale planned excavation. Permission was however 
obtained from the church authorities and the rector, Rev. Christopher 
Drummond, for a watching brief to be kept by the writer and for 
limited archaeological excavation to take place, where necessary for 
clarificatory purposes, avoiding delays to the contractors. As work 
progressed delays by the contractors themselves did allow more detailed 
examination of parts of the nave. 

Most of the work was carried out by the writer, intermittently over a 
period of six months as areas became available for excavation. Brian 
Giggins (Architectural Historian) spent some time recording the standing 
fabric and architectural finds, and some of his work on the timbers is 

reproduced here. 

Work on the correlation of the architectural and excavated evidence is 
still in its preliminary stages and for this reason it is too early to 
attempt a detailed dating and phasing of the evidence. 

The following is a general description of the discoveries. 

Graveyard 

The introduction of toilet and washing facilities to the new vestry 
required excavation of service trenches On the north side of the grave- 
yard. The main sewer trench varied from one to nearly two metres deep 
and one metre wide, and was laid out in such a way that it missed all 
standing monuments. As was expected, numerous unmarked burials were 
uncovered although it was unfortunately not possible to count them. A 
number of the burials were very shallow, due to the natural limestone 
bedrock. 

Just outside the north porch door the builders uncovered a large tapered 
block of limestone 1.65 metres long about 0.40 metres below the present 
ground level. Butted up against the west end of this stone was a , 
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complete carved headstone again completely buried by centuries of 
churchyard build-up of soil. The headstone has a well preserved 
floriate cross, 0.32 metres in diameter, carved on its west face 
and shows signs of setting-out marks and compass points. The tapered 
stone is almost certainly a gravemarker, and all faces had been well 
finished with the exception of the top, which may have been defaced 
in antiquity. This headstone and gravenarker are probably of twelfth 
or thirteenth century date and are certainly the earliest memorials 
yet found in situ in the area. 

Just to the west of the headstone (fig.19), the workmen uncovered 
fragments of pewter which, when carefully excavated, were recognized 
as a chalice and paten. These were found lying just below the left 
rib cage of a skeleton, identified as a slightly built young male in 
his early twenties. Evidence was also found for a wooden coffin. The 
chalice and paten, although well preserved, will still require careful 
conservation before being available for specialist examination. Dating 
is difficult although the burial is unlikely to have been'any later 
than fourteenth century. The practice of burying a copy of the 
communion vessels with a priest was a common practice in the medieval 
period, although the location of such a grave outside the north door 
is a little more unusual. 

The sections of the service trenches revealed a buried soil 0.55 metres 
below the present level which correlated well with the decorated level 
of the headstone. Although no stratified sherds were found, a number 
of handmade Saxon and medieval sherds were found in the builder's spoil. 

The interior restoration mainly took the form of the removal of all the 
existing seating, including the pews and choirstalls, and the oak board 
and joist floor. The loose material beneath the timber floor had to be 
removed to a depth of 0.35 to 0.40 mètres until a solid base was 
encountered on which to lay a new flagstone floor. The early 18th 
century wall panelling was also removed, allowing detailed examination 
of the fabric of the walls. Complete rewiring of the church necessitated 
making an entrance through a blocked window into the nave roof from the 
tower. 

Nave and south aisle 

On removing the oak floorboards particularly in the north part of the 
nave, it was found that a number of the joists were reused timbers with 
mouldings, rebates and mortices. These have been identified by Brian 
Giggins as parts of the late medieval pews and a screen. Even a number 
of the timber piles used to support the joists were reused. The piles 
were mainly the bases of carved ornamental stiles and muntins of 15th 
century benches, rebated to take panels. The floor joists were mainly 
moulded handrails of the medieval benches, and the top rail of a 
screen with evidence of paint adhering to its surface. One particular 
pile was found to have been part of the side framing of the chancel 
screen with vivid red and white paint surviving on the mouldings. From 
the recording of the surviving medieval timbers, it has been possible 
to build up a fairly detailed picture of the interior fittings at the 
period. 

Documentary work has shown that the medieval benches and screen survived 
until 1705 when the present timber floor and pews were constructed. 

Other evidence for a major church restoration in 1705 was found in the 
form of four large scaffold pits down the south side of the nave. The 
loose rubble found beneath the timber floor had also been laid down in 
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the very early 18th century in a conscious attempt to raise the floor 

level. The origin of the material is unknown, although much of it 

must have derived from restoration work and demolition of the chancel, 

as it contained fragments of stone window mullions, quantities of 

broken decorated medieval and plain post-medieval window glass, and 

broken medieval floor tiles as well as a halfpenny dated 1700. 

Beneath the loose rubble in all parts of the nave was found a mortar 

floor with timber sill impressions. It is thought likely that these 

slots represent the supports either for the late medieval benches 

themselves or for a simple timber floor. In places the mortar floor 

showed considerable signs of wear perhaps representing use as an 

earlier floor before the insertion of the benches in the late 15th 

century. However, in the north-west corner of the nave (Area E, Fig.19) 

the remains of a rough stone and brick floor was found laid on the 

mortar floor. The bricks compare favourably with those used in a 

late 17th century vault in the north chapel, and one possible 

explanation is that the rear of the nave did not contain provision 

for seating and was refloored in the 17th century. 

At the east end of the nave (Areas A and B, Fig. 19) a decorated 

Little Brickhill tile pavement was found. The level of the pavement 

corresponded with that of the mortar floor and a silver halfpenny of 

Edward IV 1470-83 was found lying on the mortar floor adjacent to the 

tiles. 

It was only possible to uncover part of the tile floor, although it 

was found that most of the tiles on the south side of the nave had 

been removed in the 1705 restoration, leaving only the fresh mortar 

impressions. This accords well with a Bishop's Visitation of 1637 

that stateF: "pavement in decay on the south side". In the north-east 

corner of the nave an area of pavement 3.20 x 1.60m was uncovered, 

although damaged by later features. The floor was mainly composed 

of pattern 10 (D.C. Mynard, 'The Little Brickhill Tile Kilns and 

their Products', J.B.A.A. XXXVIII 1975, 55-80)with groups of four 

tiles forming a mock circular inscription, and patched with tiles 

of pattern 20, 21 and 22. 

The most important aspect of the discovery of what is only the second 

surviving Little Brickhill tile pavement in position is its relation- 

ship to a nearby monumental brass. The brass of Roger Hunt, d.1473 

records that he left a bequest for the laying of a new floor in the 

church. This clearly dates the tile pavement to within a few years 

of 1473 and is indeed the earliest and only firm date yet recorded 

for the production of tiles at Little Brickhill, which had always 

thought to have been predominantly early 16th century. 

The mortar and tile floor was found to seal only a thin layer of 

dusty mortar levels of as yet undetermined medieval date. These 

levels did however seal a truncated buried Saxon soil 0.40 metres 

thick containing quantities of handmade Saxon sherds and bone. 

This evidence combined with finding of Saxon sherds from the graveyard 

suggests the location of an unknown, early/middle Saxon settlement 

of Great Linford around the area of the church. 

Evidence for earlier structural phases of the church were found in 

the forms of surviving and robbed out foundations within the body 

of the nave. Work is currently in progress on the dating of the 

structures and the following observations are only of a very interim 

nature. 
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The footings of a pre 1100 nave, 6.40 x 10.30 metres and chancel 

4.80 x ? metres were found within the present nave. The original 

north wall was located beneath the mortar floors in the north-west 

corner (Area E, Fig. 19). The south wall was found surviving as 

a foundation between the present south arcade. The east wall had 

been demolished and overlain by the tower which on architectural 

evidence is dated c.1100. The chancel was only located in the 

south-east part of the nave although its length and arch width 

could not be determined. 

The nave was lengthened to the east and widened to the north in 

the 13th century. The eastward extension was found butted up 

against the external face of the earlier chancel south wall. The 

existing south arcade was inserted in the mid 14th century, although 

evidence for earlier bases in the form of offset masonry blocks 
were found. 

Wall paintings and architectural discoveries 

The removal of the early 18th century stained deal wall panelling 

revealed two small areas of painted wall plaster on the north wall 

of the nave. Just to the east of the north door was found at least 

three superimposed periods of decoration. The earliest level has a 

red border and the curled end of an inscribed scroll clearly 

associated with a large subject. A similar decorated fragment was 
located in the north-east corner of the nave. These and areas 

previously uncovered on the tower arch and north chapel are to be 
covered without conservation due to lack of funds. 

The roof space had, until restoration, been sealed beneath a fine 

Georgian coved plaster ceiling. This was found to have concealed 
and indeed partially destroyed a very large and fine representation 
of the Royal Arms of Charles II painted on the east wall of the nave 

above the chancel arch. Where the painting has been damaged traces 

of an earlier medieval painting is evident. Clive Rouse has identified 

the painting as the largest and finest royal arms painted on plaster 
in Buckinghamshire. 

The 18th century ceiling was also found to have concealed an 
unrecorded fine late 15th century low-pitch king post roof with 
ridge braces and finely carved bosses. Some of the moulded timbers 
and bosses still retain traces of colour and two of the bosses were 

still gilded. 

A small damaged stone holy water stoup was found behind the panelling 
just to the east of the north door within the nave and the removal 

of the pulpit and panelling in the north-east and south-east corners 
of the nave revealed the jamb and blocking of an earlier window/rood 
stair entrance,and evidence for an earlier chancel arch. 

The building work has now been completed and redecoration is currentfy 

in progress. Access has been left to the nave roof through the opening 
in the tower. The Little tricKhill tile pavement in the north-east 
part of the nave has been consolidated and a moveable oak floor, 
suspended on brick retaining walls, has been constructed above it. 

A great deal of documentary work still remains to be done on the church 
although the excavation's significance allowing for its obvious limitations, 
lies in its relationship to and association with extensive archaeological 
evidence from excavations elsewhere in the village. 
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Great Linford Manor - R.J. Zeepvat 

Following trial excavations by the writer in 1978, large scale 
excavation began in March 1980 on the probable site of the medieval 
manor house (SP 851 422), now in the stable yard of the present 
manor, in an area scheduled for use as a car park. Further excavation 
took place on the site between October and December inside and to the 
east of one of the stable buildings, following finds in a sewer trench 
cut in the latter area, which showed the site to extend further east 
than was at first thought. 

The site of an early manor house at Great Linford, pre-dating the 
present late seventeenth century structure, was first noted on a 
pair of maps of the parish, now in the Bucks Archaeology Society 
Collection at Aylesbury. Both maps were commissioned by successive 
Lords of the Manor to show land ownership within the parish, and have 
provided much evidence relating to other sites in the village. The 
first map, drawn in 1641 for Sir Richard Napier, shows a substantial 
house in the area of the excavation, adjacent to St Andrew's church, 
and belonging to Napier, though at that time he owned several houses 
of similar size in the village. Thé later map, however, drawn in 
1678 for Sir William Pritchard, labels the same building as 'the 
mannor house'. The house on this map is shown as an 'L' shaped 
structure, facing west, with its entrance to the west, leading 
around the churchyard. 

Some ten years after the second map was drawn, the house was pulled down 
and replaced by the present manor house, itself founded on an earlier. 
structure, also shown on the maps. A reference in the manor accounts, 
dated 2nd December 1689, records that one George Kempe received 
£8.9s.4d. 'for his day's work and pulling down the house'. This 
must refer to the old manor house; surviving evidence at foundation 
levels suggests that the house must have been in a poor structural 
condition at the time of its demise. 

After demolition, the site of the house was covered over, partly by 
the stable yard, and partly by two ornamental early eighteenth century 
stable buildings, one of which was the subject of sone examination 
during work on the site. 

Initially, areas were stripped by machine to the west, north and east 
of the southern stable building, though these were later extended, 
including an area inside the stable, to give a final area of 1200-1300 
sq.m. The aim of the excavation was to uncover as much of the plan of 
the house as possible, and to try to gain information as to its date 
and development. 

As can be seen from the plan, the structure uncovered was a substantial 
one, consisting of thick (on average 80cm) walls of limestone laid in a 
sandy yellow mortar. Most of these walls survived only as foundations, 
but nevertheless provided a bewildering sequence of phases of addition 
and rebuilding stretching from the thirteenth to the late seventeenth 
century. There were few surviving floor surfaces, and little 
absolute dating evidence for the various phases was recovered. The 
following is, therefore, an attempt to provide a chronology based mainly 
on the structural evidence recovered. 

The earliest structure (phase 1) appears to have been a house of the 
medieval hall type, consisting of a hall (Room IV) cross-passage (Room III) 
and service room (Room II). Room VII may also belong to this phase, as 
may the earlier phase of the kitchen building, Room XII. Room IV at this 
period had a clay floor, with a central hearth, and was presumably 
separated from Room III by a timber screen. The oven in Room II also 
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belongs to this period, whilst the earliest features identified in 

Room XII consist of two circular ovens (not shown on the plan) beneath 

the malt kiln and the doorway in the south wall. Room XII was probably 

separate from the rest of the house at this period. This earliest 

phase of occupation appears to begin sometime in the thirteenth century. 

The first major additions to the house were represented by a number of 

walls encountered partly in excavation, partly in observations of a 

sewer trench cut to the north of the site, forming Rouis X and XIV. 

Much of this phase was disturbed by later rebuilding and additions 

connected with Room X, and part of Room XIV lay outside the excavated 

area, so very little can be said about this phase which appears to 

have had only, a very short existence. The only other feature which 

may be attributed to it is the construction of Room XIII, to the south 

of Room XII. This strange square structure, with its rounded internal 

walls, may be the base of a large communal bread oven. 

The final phase (phase III) may, in fact, be a series of phases of 

remodelling carried out on the house through the sixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries. During this period the structures to the north 

of Room II were demolished and replaced by Room X, which from its size 

(13.5 x 4.4m) may have replaced Room II as the manorial Hall. It 

contained a small hearth in its north wall, and there was a stairbase 

against the north-east corner. It appears to have had a floor of well 

cut limestone flagging. At this period Room II received a similar 

floor, whilst the central hearth and timber partition were replaced 

by a stone wall containing a brick hearth. The front door and east 

wall were both rebnilt, the latter with a much narrower wall, perhaps 

designed to support a large timber framed window. Timbers from such 

a window were found during work on the nearby almshouses, built at 

about the time the manor was demolished. Beneath the new floor a system 

of small stone-lined drains was installed, presumably to prevent rising 

damp, extending into Room X also. In Room II a stone chimney stack was 

added to the south wall, with a brick hearth at its base, whilst a 

succession of floor levels and other hearths within the room suggest 

continuous domestic use throughout the period. 

Sometime during this phase Room XII was almost completely rebuilt, 

following a fire and the collapse of its east wall. Both east and 

west walls were rebuilt, the doorway blocked and a malt kiln and oven 

inserted. The hearth probably also dates from this period, as well 

as the smaller bread oven attached to the later east wall. This may 

have replaced Room XIII. During this phase Room XII was apparently 

joined to the rest of the house, thus forming an open courtyard 

(Room VI). The only feature found in this area was a stone-lined drain, 

close to the north wall. 

To the west of the house, probably in the early seventeenth century, 

was laid a pitched limestone path c.2.5m wide. This ran along the 

full frontage of the house and may have led northwards to the church, 

and southwards to the parsonage. Adjacent to the path was a pit 3.4m 

in diameter and 90cm in depth, containing much limestone rubble and 

mortar, which has been interpreted as the pit made by the removal of 

a tree. The pit was surrounded by a surface of large flint pebbles, which 

led away to the east. This tree was probably removed during the laying 

out of the stable yard. 

After demolition, much of the site was covered with a layer of topsoil, 

which formed the surface of much of the stable yard. Room X was sealed 

by the packed limestone make-up of the central drive leading westwards 

from the new manor house, whilst Room XII was covered partly by topsoil 
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partly by the gravel surface fronting the southern stable building. 
Sometime during the nineteenth century a well, 80cm in diameter and 
2.25m in depth, with a stone lining, was cut into Room II, fed by a 
pipe from the pond to the west of the stable yard, with an overflow 
drain leading southwards across Rooms I and II to the paddock 
adjoining the site. 

Excavation within the southern stable building revealed that that, 
too, had undergone at least one phase of reconstruction. The present 
floor, of yellow brick laid on a concrete foundation, sealed a number 
of timber posts, the alignment of which suggested connections with 
the stable rather than the early manor. These posts were probably 
associated with a cobbled floor, such as survives in the other stable, 
and a stairway to the upper hay loft, which is now only accessible 
by ladder. The line of the stairway can still be seen on the south 
inner wall. Pottery from beneath the concrete floor makeup suggests 
that the rebuilding took place in the mid-nineteenth century, perhaps 
at the same time as the well was dug to the west of the stable. 

Current excavations were completed in early December. At the time of 
writing, Rooms I-X have been sealed by the new car park mentioned 
above, whilst Room XII, not being immediately threatened by major 
building works, has been backfilled. Early plans to display the site 
as part of the new Linford Arts Centre have been shelved owing to the 
present financial situation, though it is doubtful now whether they 
will be revived in the foreseeable future. 

Stantonbury Roman Villa - R.J. Zeepvat 

The site, located in Great Linford parish at NGR SP 844 413, was 
discovered in 1975 during the construction of playing fields and 
tennis courts for Stantonbury Campus. Rescue excavation undertaken 
at that time by the Unit revealed the remains of two buildings: a 
circular stone structure containing a smithing hearth, and a substantial 
rectilinear building which was tentatively identified as a villa, 
displaying evidence of painted wall plaster and opus signinum flooring 
(see CBA Group IX Newsletter 6, 1976). Construction was deferred as a 
result of this discovery and the site was backfilled. 

This year, as a result of continued interest shown in the site by the 
Campus, a two-week excavation was arranged, involving fifth-formers 
from Bridgewater and Brindley Schools, supervised by the writer. 
This will hopefully prove to be the first of several seasons involving 
students from the Campus working under Unit supervision. 

An area of approximately 13m square was cleared by machine in the region 
of the NW corner of the rectilinear building. Subsequent spading and 
trowelling revealed a rectangular area of rubble and mortar measuring 
8.5 x 4 metres, with walls visible on its eastern and southern sides 
and two small rectangular mortar/rubble projections to the north. In 
the centre of the east projection a large block of opus signinum was 
found still in situ. Walls ran south and east from the rectangle, 
passing out of the excavated area. Leading into the west side of 
the rectangle was a stokehole (discovered and partly excavated in 1975). 

This rectilinear structure and its associated features appears to be 
the remains of a small bath house, containing two semi-circular plunge 
baths, one hot, one cold. Although it was not possible to complete the 
excavation in the time available, the divisions between caldarium, 
tepidarium and frigidarium were located, showing each room to be about 
2.5 metres square. The bath house was similar to one excavated on 
the nearby Bancroft Roman Villa (CBA IX Newsletter 9, 1979) and was 
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apparently attached to themorth-weSt corner of the Stantonbury villa. 
Pottery from the site covered the whole date-range of the Roman 
occupation, and small" finds included.an iron arrowhead and part of a 

bronze brO6ch pin. 

WOLVERTON MOUND - R.J. Williams 

In the 1960's a low-lying mound was noticed by the late Keith Tull, 
on the River Ouse flood plain at the north end of Wolverton parish 
between Haversham and Wolverton (SP 8197 4200), 

The mound stood above the surrounding area during times of flood, 
and although its location seemed slightly unusual, it was considered 
to be a possible burial mound. 

In 1972 Dr H.S. Green, having recently excavated two ring ditches, 
decided to excavate a small trench radially from the centre of the 
mound. The section, although suPposedly containing a buried soil, 
proved inconclusive and the only finds were several fragments of 
bone, an iron padlock and a metal disc, later recognised to be a very 
worn silver penny of medieval date. 

It was more recently decided that with the possible impending threat 
of destruction by gravel extraction, the mound deserved further 
investigation. A geophysical survey failed to show any surrounding 
ditch. A detailed contour survey was prepared which showed the mound 
to be slightly oval, 36m x 33m, and standing to a maximum height of 
Q.75 metres above the general level of the flood plain. The highest 
point was found to be slightly off centre to the north-east. 

In the interests of time and expenditure, a JCB was used to excavate 
two trenches 2.50 metres wide and 20 metres long, radially outwards 
at right angles to one another from the approximate centre of the 
mound. The trenches were laid out in such a manner that both the 
true centre, and highest point were covered by the junction of the 
two trenches, and that should the trenches be expanded, accurate 
quadrants with metre wide baulks could be kept. 

The western arm was extended a further 10 metres to be absolutely 
certain that no perimeter ditch could be missed. The machine work 
was very carefully watched and the sections and base of the trenches 
cleaned up by hand before recording. 

Had the mound been a burial mound either of prehistoric date or even 
Roman, a surrounding ditch would have been expected. Very careful 
examination of all the sections failed to reveal any evidence for a 
ditch of any shape or kind. The mound near the centre consisted of 
nearly a metre thick deposit of reddish sandy silt capped by a thin, 

discontinuous layer of yellowish green clay. The whole of the mound 
was covered by an almost superficial layer of clayey topsoil. The 

yellowish green clay had almost certainly been redeposited, as was 
suggested by Dr Green, from elsewhere, probably nearby ditching and 
was of relatively recent date. The reddish sandy silt sealed a 
subsoil of clean gravel, sand and hoggin, and where it met the flood 
level was overlain by an olive-brown flood deposit consisting of a 

firm plastic clay. 

Several disturbed areas were noted, one of which contained the burial 
of a small hoofed quadruped. Several fragments of silver cigarette 

paper were found beneath the bones pointing to a modern date. The 

other areas of disturbance contained the yellowish green clay again 
indicative of a recent origin. 
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No archaeological features were visible in the gravel subsoil beneath 

the sandy silt, although several amorphous black geological silt 

formations were noted. No buried soil was found at the base of the 

reddish sandy silt, although the interface with the subsoil was slightly 

darker due to mixing with the silty gravels and sand. No finds were 

found during the excavation. 

In the light of the absence of a buried horizon, no evidence for man- 

made construction of the mound and lack of archaeological features and 

finds of any kind, the excavation was terminated and has since been 

back-filled. 

With the complete dearth of positive anthropomorphic evidence, inter- 

pretation of the mound must still remain tentative, although the 

weight of evidence suggests a recent geological origin. This seems to 

be indicated by the relationship of the more recent clay flood deposits 

overlying the edge of the mound, although even this relationship was 

far from clear. 

It seems unlikely that the mound had either a funerary or a social 

function so the most plausible explanation is that it is formed by 

post-glacial flooding. 

It is quite possible, however, that even as a natural mound it may 

have had a secondary sepulchral usage by Bronze Age man, being mistaken 

for a previously constructed tumulus. The possibility of satellite 

burials cannot therefore be totally discounted. Should the mound be 

destroyed during gravel extraction, a careful watch will be kept. 

LITTLE WOOLSTONE CHURCH - R.A. Croft 

In advance of the restoration of Holy Trinity Church, Little Woolstone, 
(SP 875 392), part of the interior of the church was examined by the 
Archaeological Unit. An interim phase plan was published in CBA IX 
Newsletter1980, 74-76. The analysis of the excavated material and 
the compilation of a level III and IV archive is almost complete. 

In order to finalise the examination of the stone coffin discovered 
on the south side of the nave, the coffin was excavated and a latex 
mould of the coffin lid was taken by David Parish, the Buckinghamshire 
County Museum conservator, assisted by Sue Marshall, the Milton Keynes 
Archaeology Unit conservator. In total$ more than eight medieval 
grafitti gaming boards were scratched on to the surface of the coffin. 
This suggests that the coffin had originally been standing above the 
ground in the church and was subsequently re-buried. 

Examination of the coffin revealed two burials, one of a male 45+ years, 
and one of a female 25+ years. Fragments of at least two other 
individuals, animal bone and painted wall plaster were discovered in 
the coffin fill. 

The burial was examined by Faye Powell and a short specialist report 
was produced by her. We would like to thank the Oxford Diocesan 
Pastoral Committee and the local rector, Rev. W. Whiffen, for their 
help and support in taking this unique opportunity to examine this 
important rural church. 

FIELDWORK - R.J. Williams 

Construction work in the new city has progressed at a slightly 
decreased rate commensurate with the reduction of the rental housing 
schemes, which had made up a substantial proportion of the building 
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programme. The implantation of the infrastructure on the landscape 
has, however, continued unabated with no resultant shortage of 
'development' fieldwork and watching briefs. Little fieldwalking 
of undeveloped areas has been possible, due to the shortage of 
manpower and other more pressing excavation commitments. 

The overall theme of new discoveries has been one of variety, ranging 
from a Neolithic 'settlement' to an 18th century refuse deposit. 

The usual steady stream of seemingly unassociated prehistoric finds 
has continued. Two such examples being a flint awl struck from a 
broken fragment of a Neolithic polished axe, found during field- 
walking at Little Woolstone, SP 8618 3953, and a late Bronze Age 
bronze socketed axe found at Stony Stratford, SP 7910 4059. The 
socketed axe was found whilst digging a back garden in King Street 
and was promptly reported. Thoughts of a possible hoard immediately 
came to mind, similar to that found last century in New Bradwell. 
Had the axe been found on farmland, a proper excavation would almost 
certainly have been initiated, although the circumstances of discovery 
prevented this. The problem was solved by inviting two experienced 
metal detectors from a local club to examine the garden. Unfortunately 
the 'background noise' from metal debris in the soil was a problem 
and only a few miscellaneous lead droplets were recovered. This does, 
however, go to show that metal detector users can, with guidance, aid 

the archaeologist. 

The axe itself is quite well preserved although pitted by corosion and 
is 102mm long and 40mm wide with a blade width of 41mm. The casting 
flashes are still visible and the only decorative feature is a raised 
cordon just below the lip. The blade edge is rather badly damaged 
although the surviving part is quite sharp, and it is difficult to 
assess whether the blunting is post deposition or otherwise. The 
overall condition of the axe does suggest that it may have been 
a stray loss rather than from a mmiths or founders hoard. 

Certainly the most significant prehistoric find of the year has been 
that of a group of Neolithic pits on the Heelands grid square (Old 
Bradwell parish), SP 8395 3980. 

A large part of a south facing hill slope had been stripped of topsoil 
by large earthscrapers revealing at least eight charcoal filled 
features. Three of the features were of approximate crescentic shape 
similar in form to those excavated at the late Neolithic settlement 
at Stacey Bushes, Milton Keynes, by Dr H.S. Green in 1974, where 
the excavator postulated their function as borrow trenches, the 

unusual shape being accounted for by their contiguity to standing 
structures. All of the features contained quantities of charcoal 
flecks, perhaps suggesting the deposition of refuse and ashes in the 

pits. Only one pit, 1.50m long, contained a sherd associated with 
a small assemblage of flint debitage and a group of six flint scrapers. 
The number of scrapers in relation to the waste material seems very 
curious and will merit further research. The fourth pit was very 
irregular in shape approximately 2.00 metres across varying in depth 
up to 0.25 metres. Its form, consisting of a number of shallow scoops, 
may represent the periodic excavation of a number of borrow pits 
merging to form a single hollow. The fill of this feature also 
contained quantities of charcoal and pottery. The pottery is very 
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fine with no large inclusions, although in a fragmentary condition 
and totally undecorated. Post-excavation work is only in its 
preliminary stages and it is too early to describe the ceramic 
evidence in any detail. Apart from a small assemblage of waste 
flakes the only other worked flint was a rather curious small 
projectile point with secondary bifacial working on a punch- 
struck blade. 

Space prevents the detailed description of the other features 
although they were all small with similar fills to the larger 
pits, and all showed signs of pronounced undercutting and two 
of which contained pottery and very degraded bone. Their function 
is again uncertain although the form of one suggests it may have 
held a post leaning at about 50°. 

Dating of the site has to remain tentative until the C14 dates 
have been obtained. The recognisable ceramic forms suggest a late 
Neolithic date, but an early Bronze Age date cannot be ruled out. 
A number of soil samples are being analysed for carbonised material, 
the identification of which may, as in the case of the Stacey Bushes 
example, suggest the site to have been a seasonal clearing. The 

ceramic material may also be subjected to petrological analysis. 

It is as yet too early to draw any firm conclusions purely from 
the excavated evidence although a number of observations can be made. 

The site stretches across sone 70 metres of a south facing hill slope 
near the crest, approximately 103 metres above sea level. It is 

situated on very heavy boulder clay. 1.1 km from the nearest 
minor watercourse and over 2.2km from the River Ouse. 

The location of this early site is particularly significant as 
few sites of this date have been found on the boulder clays which 
have always been thought to have been covered in heavy impenetrable 
oak woodland. Clearly the function of this site has yet to be 
ascribed although it has distinct similarities with that at Stacey 
Bushes which was interpreted as 'an autumn grazing site within a 
wooded environment revisited.on a regular basis by subsistence 
farmers who may have quarried clay for pot making'. 

The site's relationship to that at Stacev Bushes, sone 2 kilometres 
distant, will be very dependent on the C14 determinations, although 
the discovery suggests a more intensive exploitation of the landscape 
than had previously been believed and perhaps that it was much more 
open at this period with more localised woodland. 

An interesting postscript to the excavation has been the realisation 
that a small pit of uncertain date found during building work some 
400 metres away on the north facing slope of the ridge was also of 
'Neolithic' date with almost identical pottery. This re-emphasises 
the extensiveness and open aspect of the landscape. Although no 
features were noted when the intervening area was developed, 
this may be accounted for by the working conditions and the 
ephemeral nature of some of the features. 

At Simpson village a magnetometer survey and a block survey using a 

resistivity meter were carried out on a supposed ring ditch (SP8871 3589). 
This survey and that at Little Woolstone and at Wolverton were under- 
taken by a research student from Bradford University. The possible 
ring ditch was first discovered in 1976 by D.C. Mynard whilst photo- 
graphing the nearby medieval moat and fishponds, and it was decided 



- 69 - 

that before any excavation could be planned ahead of, destruction by 
a balancing lake dam, geophysical confirmation would be desirable. 

Results from the magnetometer survey indicated the presence of a 
circular feature approximately 32 metres in diameter; which compares 
favourably with the A.P. Excavation of the site must await purchase 
of the land by the Developuent Corporation, which will be immediately 
prior to the construction of the Caldecotte Lake. It is unfortunate 
that excavation could not be undertaken earlier, but arrangements for 
access with the present landowner were unsuccessful. 

A similar magnetometer and resistivity survey was carried out over a 
known Romano-British site in Little Woolstone parish (SP 8668 3946), 
during June and September. The ploughed field had been walked on a 
number of occasions and the density of finds, stone and tile plotted. 
R.J. Zeepvat correlated the two surveys and the fieldwalking evidence. 
The geophysical plot equates quite well with the stone and tile 
scatters although there is considerable background disturbance from 
the ploughed-out ridge and furrow. 

A full excavation of the building is to be undertaken in 1981 and the 
combination of the magnetometer survey and a gridded fieldwalk to be 
carried out in December 1980 will make it relatively easy to locate 
the major occupation area and allow the accurate positioning of the 
area to be excavated. 

Such fieldwalking of undeveloped land as has been possible has been 
successful, with the discovery of a previously unknown scatter of 
Roman pottery and other finds in Walton parish, SP 9013 3672. The 

scatter is quite extensive and although no building stone is visible, 
it is likely to represent an occupation site in an area which until now 
had seemed to be almost devoid of Roman settlement. This find has 
filled in yet another gap in the regional Romano-British distribution 
pattern, and further work on the site should clarify its true nature. 

Perhaps the most unexpected discovery of the year has been that of a 
waterlogged deposit on the Bancroft grid square, SP 8278 4058. A 
local amateur, Mr J. Stephenson, reported the discovery of a number 
of pottery sherds and bone, and a leather shoe from a drainage ditch 
alongside a new grid road, adjacent to the Bancroft Roman Villa. 

The finds and shoe were immediately recognised as being Roman and a 
small controlled excavation was carried out on the sides of the 
drainage ditch to establish the stratigraphic sequence of immature 
peats and silty clays approximately 1.20 metres deep containing 
quantities of roman pottery. All the dateable sherds were carefully 
located on the section drawing revealing a first century silty peat 
deposit sealed by a sterile deposit of peat full of marsh snails and 
covered by a later second to fourth century deposit. The latter 
deposit contained the leather shoe as well as quantities of carbonised 
seeds and pieces of wood. Work is currently in progress on the soil 

structure, carbonised seeds and mollusca. From the study of the 

environmental samples it is hoped to build up a picture of the 

local Roman landscape and its changes as well as more detailed 
information of the agricultural practices carried out on the 
Bancroft Villa estate. 

Interpretation of the formation of the deposit must await the detailed 

soil structure report, although the topography suggests the former 

existence of a braided stream channel between the present stream and 
the Bancroft Villa. The other main interest lies in the quantity of 
finds deposited in the channel, including a number of coins, large 

animal bones and fragments of leather. The only logical explanation 

in relation to the proximity, upstream of the Villa, is the deposition 
of domestic refuse. Further work dependent upon the environmental 
results may be carried out in 1981. 
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No further Saxon or Iron Age sites have been located in the New 
City with the exception of several unassociated sherds found during 
fieldwalking. 

Medieval finds have not been abundant this year although observation 
of a major sewer line at Loughton revealed several limestone walls 
and patches of cobble and a pitched stone yard surface, SP 8341 3768. 
No dateable finds were recovered although its position suggests a 
small medieval or post-medieval croft on the west side of Little 
Loughton Green. Working conditions were such that any kind of 
rescue excavation was out of the question. 

Gravel extraction at Milton Keynes Village, having destroyed an 
extensive Iron Age settlenent in past years, is now beginning to 
eat into an area of medieval earthworks. The area of earthworks 
has been extensively photographed from the air and surveyed on the 
ground although meaningful interpretation is difficult. It is hoped 
that once the area has been stripped of its topsoil the earthworks 
can be re-surveyed and correlated with any below-ground traces. 

Another large sewer scheme at Caldecotte is currently being monitored, 
most of the topsoil having already been removed. In a field known 
as 'Kiln Furlong Ground' on the 1791 estate map of Caldecotte and 
Bow Brickhill, a patch of brick and tile wasters was located near 
the centre of the stripped area SP 8973 3552. A small machine was 
used to clear around the burnt area although no structure was visible. 
An irregular area approximately 4 metres across containing fragments 
of brick and tile fired to varying degrees, some of which had been 
totally vitrified, was found in a matrix of orange red sandy clay. 
The types and sizes of brick and tile were found to be similar to 
those used in the 18th century water mill 800 metres to the west, 
excavated this summer by M.R. Petchey (see above). No dating 
evidence was recovered from what is considered to be a simple clamp 
kiln, and the similarity to those at the water-mill suggests that 
this kiln was one of the suppliers of materials for that building. 

Realignment of a small road from Old Stratford to Cosgrove, Northants, 
recently caused the collapse of a large area of the surface, 
(SP 7825 4190). The contractors found it necessary to remove the 
collapsed material revealing a large cavern approximately 2 metres 
high and 10 metres across with a number of tunnels leading away from 
it and at least two stonefilled shafts. The field to the east of the 
road had been completely quarried away far its limestone and the only 
explanation for the cavern is that stone had been removed by shallow 
mining rather than open quarrying. The date of the shafts and cavern 
are unknown although they could be of medieval date. 

At No.38 Market Square, Stony Stratford, SP 7861 4038, re-sewering 
in the rear garden uncovered a 17th century stone-built cistern or 
soakaway with a single stone-lined drain running into it. The 
cistern, containing 17th-19th century pottery and pipes, was recorded 
before being filled in. 

Great Linford Manor grounds have recently been undergoing considerable 
alteration with the complete relaying of the storm and foul drains 
and the construction of two large car parks. A large pipe trench 
running from the middle of the two stone pavilions to the existing 
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central driveway, revealed an extensive buried soil, one metre 
below the present ground level, towards the centre of the slope. 

The material above was mainly made up of builders' rubble, almost 

certainly laid down in the early eighteenth century during extensive 

landscaping of the manor complex, and derived from the demolition 

of a number of late medieval buildings shown on the 1641 Linford 

estate map. The net result of the landscaping was the lessening 

of the angle of slope from the Pavilions to the trackway. Dating 

of this work is based on the discovery of .a heap of broken window 

glass on the buried soil. This deposit contained not only post- 

medieval plain glass but also decorated medieval glass. Although it is 

possible that the glass could have come from the Manor house, 

demolished in 1689, similarities with that found during the excavation 

of the nearby church (see above) suggest that the origin of the glass 

is most likely to have been from the 1705 major church restoration. 

The construction of a new car park to the north of the existing manor 

house necessitated the removal of over one metre of a 19th and 2Ith 

century rubbish deposit. At the west end of the deposit a pipe trench 

revealed a layer of broken pottery 0.25 metres thick at a depth of 

0.6 metres thrown up against a dry stone garden wall and sealed by 

the later ashy deposits. 

With the aid of the contractors, an area 1 x 2 metres across of the 

deposit was cleared and excavated. Apart from a few tiles and bricks 

the deposit consisted of broken glass bottles and ceramics. 

Over 100 kgs of pottery was recovered including quantities of local 

slipped and lead, tin and iron glazed wares, continental and English 

salt-glazed stone wares, creamwares, white saltglazed stoneware, Stafford- 

shire wares, Chinese porcelain and transfer printed imitations. 

Preliminary identification of the deposit indicates a mid to late 

eighteenth century date, although its importance as a group lies in 

its reflection of the table and domestic wares in use during this 

period in the manor house. 

With the likely reduction in the rate of development of the new 

city over the next few years, it is hoped and felt desirable that 

more effort will be directed to fieldwork of the as yet undeveloped 

land, with the aim of filling in a number of obvious gaps in our 

knowledge of settlement distribution. 

VILLAGE SURVEY - R.A. Croft 

Fieldwork 

With the termination of the MSC sponsored STEP schemes fieldwork has 

not been a priority this year. Most major earthwork sites have now 

been surveyed. A field survey at Shenley Brook End (SP 835 355) 

confirmed that the earthworks extended from Westbury Farm to Dovecote 

Farm and these earthworks represent the site of the medieval vill 

of Westbury which is first noted in the Domesday Bock. The earthworks 

have been surveyed at 1:1000 scale. 

In Tattenhoe parish, on the upper part of the Loughton Brook 

(SP 833 344) an unusual earthwork enclosure bank was noticed by 

R.J. Williams. Subsequent investigation of the earthwork suggests 

that the site may be that of a duck decoy pond, or earthwork connected 

with nineteenth century water management. The field is shown on the 

1881 first edition 1:10560 map as a woody area, and shown on a map of 

1801 as a field called 'Bond Tail' with much less wood cover. The 
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earthwork is visible on three sides and stands over two metres high 
on the north-eastern side. No additional information has been 
discovered but the size and completeness of the earthwork suggests 
that the earthwork is post-medieval or comparatively recent in date. 

During the year a short report was prepared on ail the surviving 
earthwork sites which are likely to be preserved in the city. A 
copy of this was deposited with the Medieval Village Research Group. 
The A4 size report contains the plans of sixteen earthwork sites 
and has a brief note on their present state and likely future. 

HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

The Historical Archive for Milton Keynes contains a wide variety of 
material. The appointment of B.L. Giggins as Architectural Historian 
within the Conservation section has broadened the scoPe of its work. 
The original intention of limiting the bulk of the historical research 
to the medieval and early post-medieval period is still being followed, 
but documents of the eighteenth and nineteenth century are now being 
examined to broaden the Archives historical base. Much of the 
medieval material is better understood when it is related to the 
pre- or early enclosure landscapes of the early nineteenth century. 

A detailed documentary and cartographic check list for all parks 
and watermill sites in the city is almost completed. The material 
on watermill sites has been utilised by Mrs Mellors and Mrs Wightman 
who are preparing a list for the county to be published in Records 
of Buckinghamshire. During 1980 the historical archive has been used 
by a number of students and researchers looking into a variety of 
local history,subjects. Two topics of particular interest have been 
the history of Whaddon and a study of the distribution of moated 
sites in Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire. 

Investigation at Buckinghamshire County Record Office has revealed 
new information on the history of Shenley. The Knapp collection, 
thirteen boxes in total, contains several hundred items, dating mainly 
from the seventeenth to the nineteenth century. A nap of the manor of 
Westbury dating from the middle of the nineteenth century, outlines the 
extent of the manor at this date. Investigation of earlier descriptions 
of the manor and the surviving earthworks will enable a more complete 
study to be made of this manor. 

Additional indexing of the Knapp collection should be carried out 
but the time available for such research is limited. One item of 
interest for the history of antiquarian research in Buckinghamshire 
is a description and sketch of Shenley Toot (SP 828 365) drawn in 
1835 and labelled 'Roman encampment at Shenley, Bucks.' The sketch 
was probably drawn by J.L. Knapp, FLS. FSA. (who was born at Shenley 
and later moved to the Bristol area), or his son Matthew Knapp. The 
drawing is the earliest recorded sketch of the site. 

The sheer number and variety of documents which continue to be 
discovered on the history of Milton Keynes is providing an extensive 
historical data base for integration with the excavated evidence. The 
examples are too numerous to list here, but one group of documents of 
particular interest are the Busby Deeds at Westminster Abbey Muniments 
Room. 

In response to a request from the Society of the Sacred Mission at 
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Willen Priory, the Archaeological Unit helped with the organisation 
of an exhibition on the history of Willen church and village. The 
manor of Willen was bought in 1672 by Dr Richard Busby, one time 
headmaster of Westminster School. After his death, a Trust was 
established and all the documents from Busby's time to c.1920 
relating to the accounts and management of the manor are now 
deposited at Westminster Abbey. The material is poorly indexed 
and a number of interesting documents have been discovered. A 
bundle of more than twenty medieval deeds, mainly fourteenth century 
in date, were discovered in the Busby Collection. A number of these 
deeds have since been transcribed and they relate mainly to Willen 
and other North Buckinghamshire villages. The deeds had not been 
indexed or transcribed before. 

In 1981 collection of new material will only be carried out to 
solve specific problems. The synthesis and interpretation of the 
historical evidence will continue with the aim of final publication 
in 1982 or 1983. 

Copies of the following non-ordnance survey maps have been added to 
the cartographic archive this year: 

Parish name and date Provenance 

Bletchley 1718 Milton Keynes Borough Council 

Bradwell (New Bradwell St James' Parish Chest, New Bradwell. 
Area) c.1820 

Broughton 1837 Bucks County Record Office 

Newport Pagnell 
town defences 1644 

Great Linford 
Tithe Map 1840 

Shenley, Westbury Manor, 
mid 19th century. Bucks County Record Office. 

Willen c.1690 Westminster Abbey Muniments 
Willen c.1822 Westminster Abbey Muniments 

Wolverton 1801 

Wolverton St George's 
Parish 1860 
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Bodleian Library, Oxford 

Bodleian Library, Oxford. 

Bucks County Record Office 

St George's Parish Chest, Wolverton. 

Woughton (Part Estate) 
1870's Bucks County Record Office 

The tracing of the estate map of Water Eaton Estate in Bletchley is an 
interesting addition to the map collection. The map shows the estate 
of Browne Willis in 1718 and outlines what may be the bounds or part 
of the bounds of Water Eaton Manor. The identification of the extents 
of individual manors will facilitate the interpretation of the 
history of many parishes which had joint overlords and formed part of 
linked estates. 

BRADWELL ABBEY CRUCK BARN 

During 1980*David Haddon-Reece and Martin Bridge, working for the DoE 
Ancient Monuments Laboratory, took three separate samples from the 
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medieval cruck barn at Bradwell Abbey. The dating of cruck buildings 
is often extrenely difficult and absolute dating of timbers in a barn 
is very useful. It is important to remember that the date obtained 
from this method is the date when the timber was last growing and not 
necessarily the date of the construction of the building. 

The first sample from the cruck on the south side of the barn gave 
a ring sequence of 148 years from 1132-1279 AD. The second sample 
from the north cruck gave a sequence of 171 years from 1105-1275 AD. 
It is generally assumed that crucks were constructed by splitting 
one tree to give a symmetrical pair; this may have occurred at 
Bradwell Abbey. The third sample was a core taken by drilling in 
to the tie-beam on the south side of the barn. This yielded a sequence 
of 101 years from 1084-1184 AD, but the sample of incomplete and it 
could be estimated that the beam probably contains a further 
twenty-five or so rings. 

The interpretation of the figures obtained would suggest the it is 
highly improbable that the crucks were produced before 1311,-9 and it 
is most likely that the actual date is a little later than this. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Martin Bridge and 
David Haddon-Reece for their work. 

POST-EXCAVATION 

ROMAN POTTERY PROCESSING - Pauline Marney 

Over the past year, in preparation for the Roman volume in the 
Monograph series a great deal of work has gone 6n to prodUce 4 
comprehenSive repOrt on the' Roman potterY exCavated so far in Milton 
Keynes. 

The first step with the pottery was to establish a fabric type 
series. This has grownl steadily as work has progressed from site 
to site, and the advantage of this method has been to suggest dates 
for the fabrics themselves (as opposed to form). Well-dated, strati- 
fied groups have been invaluable in such a situation and here I was 
helped a great deal by comparative material from Towcester and 
Magiovinium. In this fashion it is hoped that eventually it will 
be possible to suggest a date-range for a site from only a handful 
of sherds. 

The type series includes examples of Alice Holt/Farnham ware, 
BB1 from Purbeck, Dorset, Nene Valley grey wares and material from 
the Upper Nene kilns such as Ecton and Little Houghton, and 
Brockley Hill. Having sherds from the actual kiln sites has proved 
extremely useful for comparative and dating purposes. It also 
includes some pieces from Swanpool, Lincolnshire, found on local 
sites, Mancetter-Hartshill mortaria, Oxford wares, Bedford shell- 
tempered wares, lead-glazed sherds and many probable local fabrics. 

The problem over the latter is that one needs to establish whether 
the fabrics really are local and if so, from where. For this reason 
Roberta Tomber from Southampton University has agreed to do some 
thin-sectioning for us, largely on a fabric that is most prolific 
here in Milton Keynes (in form it resembles the Severn Valley wares, 
but the fabric is soft, grogged and invariably pink with a grey core) 
and on the greywares. 
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Thus over the past year the major part of the Roman pottery from 
Milton Keynes has been examined. This work has resulted in dating 
for each site or findspot, knowledge of the common fabrics and forms 
occurring at different times, greater insight into the trading links 
and a good background for a more comprehensive picture of Roman 
Milton Keynes. 

CONSERVATION - Sue Marshall 

Every year each new excavation brings more work to the Conservation 
laboratory- in 1980 over 200 finds or groups of finds were treated. 
Some of the problems are familiar. There always seens to be iron- 
work needing treatment, though not always as interesting as the sword 
from Pennyland that needed lifting before conservation could start. 
Coins have not been plentiful this year, but window-glass has come in 
large quantities from Great Linford Manor and St. Andrews' Church. 

Indeed, church excavation has provided the highlights of the year. 
The pewter chalice and paten from Linford is still undergoing 
treatment and will be a difficult and delicate task. Waterlogged 
leather cane from both Caldecotte mill and a stream bed near Bancroft 
Roman villa. 

Pottery from Heelands needed consolidation - other vessels from 
several sites were reconstructed for display. In all, 1980 was another 
year of varied and exciting problems. 

PUBLICATION 

Work is proceeding apace on the first volume of the Unit's Monograph 
series, which will contain reports on excavation of Roman sites in 
the New City, and a discussion of the Roman landscape. The first 
draft of the text will be completed in early 1981. It will be 
followed by the volume on pre-historic Milton Keynes. 

The following articles concerning work by the Unit or its members 
were published during the year: 

R.A. Adkins and D.C.Mynard: 'Neolithic Axes from the Milton Keynes 
Area of the Upper Ouse Valley' 
Rec.Buckinghamshire 20.4 (for 1978) 630-634. 

M.R. Petchey: 'A Roman Field System at Broughton, Bucks' 
Rec.Buckinghamshire 20.4 (for 1978) 637-645 

R.J. Zeepvat: 'Post Mills and Archaeology' 
Curr.Archaeol. 6, 1980, 375-7. 

Articles on sites at, or objects from, Whaddon, the rivers Ouse 
and Nene, Olney and Flitwick (Beds.), are still with various editors 
awaiting publication. 

The Development Corporation have published: 

R.A. Croft and D.C. Mynard: Bradwell Abbey - a guide and history. 

It is available from Bradwell Abbey Field Centre, price £1.15p, including 
postage and packing. 
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL DEPARTMENT OF MUSEUM SERVICES 

FIELD SECTION - John M. Steane and James Bond 

SITES AND MONUMENTS RECORD 

Information continues to accumulate within the County Sites and 
Monuments Record, the number of archaeological sites and buildings now 
recorded standing at just over. 12,700. Some time has been devoted this 
year to the overhauling and revision of certain categories within the 
earlier, parts of the Record, and the documentation and retrieval capacity 
of some of this material has been greatly improved. 

The main new acquisition of aerial photographs has been a collection 
of some 200 prints deposited on loan by,the-County Planning Department, 
covering an area-of some 100 sq. km. centred on Banbury. This series was 

taken by Meridian Airmaps Ltd. during May-June 1965. 

The Keeper has twice taken to the air this season and has.contribu- 
ted to the record a series of Air Photographs and slides of Oxford, 
Eynsham, Cogges, Middleton Stoney and Heyford. 

A series of reviSed and updated county distribution maias has been 
commenced on a set of overlays at a scale.of 1:100,000. So far,.Mike 
Heaton has Completed work on the maps for the Bronze 'Age, Iron Age, 
Romano-British and Anglo-Saxon periods based on information abstracted 
from the Record, and James Bond has completed a set of five maps.illus- 
trating.aspects of the medieval landscape. John Steane is preparing 
maps of the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and,Neolithic'landscapes. 

Work on the Oxfordshire Field-Names Survey has continued', and 

completed surveys have been deposited during the year from the parishes 
of Buckland, Garford, Goring and Marcham.- 

The Museum was represented at the "Barns Day" held at Lains Barn, 
Wantage, when the S.P.A.B. launched a nationwide survey of barns. 

A little over 540 visitors have made direct use of.the records in 
the Field Section building in 1980, a return .to the.usual level follow- 
ing last year's unprecedentedly.high demands. The nUmber of queries 
received by post and telephone alSo.fell back to about 1,160. 

PLANNING ASPECTS 

The Field Section has continued to provide information and other 

services to the County and District Planning authorities in collabora- 
tion with the Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit. The joint monitoring of 
the weekly schedules of planning applications from the Districts has 
continued to provide advance warning of alterations and demolitions 
which require prior recording, and examples are reported further below. 
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The revision of Development Constraint Maps for the Vale of White Horse 
district was completed by Patrick Shone. In addition to the routine 
comments on mineral applications and the assessment of road study cor- 
ridors, the Museum has contributed to Local Plans for Abingdon, Didcot, 
Eynsham and Kidlington and has provided advice on proposed new Conserva- 
tion Areas at Cottisford and Juniper. Hill, Sonning Eye and South Stoke, 
and the revision and extension of existing Conservation Areas at Eynsham 
and Witney. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries are planning to 
produce a Conservation Atlas to provide a medium of communication be- 
tween the archaeologists, agricultural advisers and farmers. The Museum 
has provided information on Category 1 sites (earthworks and areas of 
outstanding importance) and Category 2 sites of lesser known importance 
(eg. cropmarks or soil marks) in the area covered by sheet 174 of the 1" 
mile ordnance survey. 

We have continued to contribute information and illustrations to the 
Footpath Guide leaflets produced by the OCC RecreationCommittee. It is 
heartening to notice that there has been a great demand for the 3 Cir- 
cular Ridgeway Walks produced last year by the Museum and the Countryside 
Commission. 

The Keeper gave evidence on the archaeology of the gravels at a pub- 
lic hearing on the County Council's Minerals Policy in Oxford Town Hall, 
22-24 April, 1980. He also attended public discussions at Cassington, 
Eynsham and Yarnton in the summer to discuss the gravel plan for those 
areas. 

The Museum has taken part in the STOP campaign to endeavour to con- 
trol the indiscriminate and damaging use of metal detectors on archaeo- 
logical sites. We are heartened by the recent decision of the Oxfordshire 
County Council to ban their use on County Council land. 

FIELD INSPECTIONS AND NEW DISCOVERIES, 1980 

Restrictions on local authority spending have imposed considerable 
limitations upon the Museum's field work programme, especially during 
the latter part of the year when only journeys essential for the re- 
cording of imminently threatened sites have been sanctioned. This is 

most regrettable, since threats cannot always be anticipated and the 
need for field work and regular inspections of known sites is as great 
as ever. This is the case even with Scheduled Ancient Monuments - 
damage to several scheduled sites is recorded below, and the most recent 
assessment suggests that nearly 30% of all scheduled monuments in Oxford- 
shire have suffered some degree of damage. 

EARTHWORKS 

(1) Iron Age Earthworks 

WITTENHAM CLUMPS. SINODUN CAMP (PRN 3153) (SU 56949244) - John Steane 

A number of rotten and hollow beech trees were felled in the centre 
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of this Pre-Roman Iron Age hillfort during winter/spring 1980. They 
have been replaced by about 150 small new trees. Unfortunately no 
opportunity was offered for archaeological excavation before replanting 
which will have the effect of sterilizing the area for perhaps 250 years. 

CHASTLETON BARROW CAMP (PRN 1468) (SP 258282) - John Steane 

A visit revealed that damage had been done to this scheduled 
Ancient Monument. A cattle shed had been built, levelling had occurred 
in part of the interior, a cut had been made across the rampart and the 
dry stone revetment of the northern entrance was being exposed by cattle 
trampling. 

IDBURY (PRN 1448) (SP 229195) - John Steahe 

A visit was made to this plough-flattened hillfort which vies with 
Madmarston as being the most totally obliterated Ancient Monument in 
the county. The rampart was easily visible as a band of yellow lime- 
stone contrasting with the dark chocolate brown soil of the inside of 
the camp. Vary large stones about 0.75m. long were seen in the east 
bank. No finds were made. The name suggests that the site was still an 
earthwork to reckon with in Saxon times. It seems that it has been 
heavily ploughed since the 1940s. 

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE GRIM'S DITCH (PRN 8900) (SU 63608750) - John Steane 

A visit was made to advise South Oxfordshire District Council on the 
effects of tree felling and replanting on this scheduled Iron Age linear 
work. Grim's Ditch is being damaged by badgers and rabbitswhich burrow 
into the sides of the bank and erosion of the underlying chalk rapidly 
follows. 

Romano-British Earthworks 

LOWBURY HILL TEMPLE (PRN 9723) (SU 540823) - John Steane 

A visit was made following a report that the farmer had ploughed 
this site. Since June 1978 the earthworks have been denuded of grass 
covering; they have also suffered from plough or disc harrow damage 
with consequent erosion. Quantities of imbrices, tegulae, sandstone and 
limestone rubble and RB pottery and oyster shells were littering the sur- 
face. The dark soil and pottery was scattered over a considerably larger 
area than the tight envelope of the scheduled site. 

Medieval and Later Earthworks 

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY (PRN 12735) (SP 59051250) - James Bond 

A previously unrecorded area of earthworks was noted on the north 
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side of the lane below St. Barnabas's church. This included a roughly 
rectangular ditched or moated enclosure, and was terminated on its 
northern side by ridge and furrow. It is clearly related to the con- 
traction of the medieval hamlet of Horton, whose chapel is recorded as 
being in ruins in the fourteenth century. 

SIDLINGS COPSE, BECKLEY AND STOWOOD (PRN 12408-9) (SP 55750971, 
SP 55390950) - James Bond and John Campbell 

Two large dams were discovered, some 420 metres apart, blocking the 
valley of a tributary stream draining from Wadley Hill down to the Bays- 
water Brook. At the south end of the upper dam were traces of a stone 
wall, possibly the site of a mill building. No documentary evidence has 
yet been traced to confirm the presence of fishponds or mills on this site. 

BLENHEIM PARK - James Bond and John Campbell 

Fieldwork in Blenheim Park continues, with particular emphasis on 
the recording of medieval and post-medieval earthworks connected with 
the former Woodstock Park. Further substantial lengths of the medieval 
park pale have been located, together with the probable bounds of.the 
extension made in 1576. The most interesting new discovery is a group 
of eleven pillow-mounds within the area added to the park in 1660 (PRN 
12517), the greatest concentration of such features yet recorded in 
Oxfordshire. Their average size is c. lm. high, 8-9 m. long and 3-5m. 
broad. Eight of them are orientated with their long axis from northwest 
to southeast, the remaining three are aligned northeast to southwest. 
Two further earthworks which are probably to be interpreted as isolated 
pillow-mounds are also known on the eastern side of the park. One of 
these (PRN 12737) is of particular interest, as it appears to overlie 
an earlier linear earthwork, which may be part of the boundary bank of 
the medieval hamlet of Old Woodstock, or another part of the medieval 
park boundary. A small square embanked enclosure of umknown purpose 
(PRN 12740), its western half within a conifer plantation, stands on 
top of the slope overlooking the lake 310m. southwest of Rosamund's Well. 
A small, perfectly circular enclosure nearby, with a narrow ditch out- 
side the bank (PRN 12739), clearly shown on the 1961 aerial photographs 
but no longer very distinct on the ground, was probably a tree-ring. 
Our particular thanks are due to Mr. Hutton of the Blenheim Estate Office, 
who has permitted access to parts of the park which are not open to the 
public. 

BUILDINGS 

(1) Domestic Buildings 

CHESTERTON OLD MANOR HOUSE (PRN 12700) (SP 56313135) - John Steane and 
John Blair 

At the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Lyster-Binns a field investiga- 



tion was made of the 'barn' at the rear of the house. This proved to 

have a basement with walls 1.66 - 1.20m. thick, a barrel vault, semi- 

circular deeplysplayed windows in the basement at the gable end; 2 semi- 

circular headed doorways (one blocked, one rebuilt). It was recognised 

as being the lower part of a Norman first floor hall-house; previously 

only 20 have been recognised in England (M. Wood, The English Medieval 

House.) Photographic and measured surveys have been made. J. Blair has 

found that it is likely to have belonged to Amaury, a tenant of Miles 

Crispin and was probably built after 1130, when the younger son had the 

caput of a small barony here. 

STANDLAKE RECTORY (PRN 2152) (SP 39880349) - John Steane 

At the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Claridge a field investigation 
of this medieval house was made by J.M. Steane, L. Armstrong and D. Ayl- 

win during alterations. The removal of the ceiling in the south wing 

revealed a mid to late 13th century trussed rafterroof. The oak rafters 

were only llons. in diameter and many were waney. They were joined by 

single collars with arched struts. The wall plate and ashlars remained 

on either side. In the eastern gable end wall were the remains of a 

large pointed late 13th century window. The sill of this was evident 

below the 18th century window and the splay at the south end had sur- 
vived in the bathroom. This wing apparently housed a large chamber and 

was probably a solar block added to the central hall. The hall had been 

rebuilt in the late Middle Ages and reroofed with 3 bays, principal raf- 

ters, collars and queenposts. The common rafters were jointed to the 

purlins, an unusually solid feature. There was a windbrace on the south 

side. The last 3 bays are scissors trusses, again unusually solid in 

construction with the purlins butting into the principal trusses. Other 

features of interest were a panel of wallpainting consisting of green 

bands outlined in black, probably 16th century in date. This was re- 

moved by the builders. A square-headed window .was also unblocked which 

opened into the ground floor extension of the solar. 

COGGES PRIORY (PRN 5932) (SP 36070962) - John Steane 

A brief account of the medieval buildings of the alien priory ap- 
pears in CBA Group 9 Newsletter 9, 1979, pp. 105-7. During the spring 

and summer 1980 J.M. Steane carried out excavations in the garden at 

Cogges Priory for the Oxfordshire County Museum and the DoE. The aims 

were to recover plans of the successive structures occupying the site 

and to build up a pottery sequence which might help to date the occupa- 

tion. One prehistoric feature was found, a gulley running NW-SE across 

the western part of the site, cut into the Forest Marble, the underlying 

rock. This was filled with reddish-clay with mnall flecks of charcoal; 

seven flint blades, a leaf-shaped arrowhead and 27 pieces of waste flint 

were found in the fill. Remains of Saxon buildings with post-hole and 

post and trench construction were found over most of the site. Pottery 

associated with these included grass tempered wares, grass and limestone 

tempered wares, shelly and oolitic limestone wares, hard sandy wares all 

of the 6th - 8th century. There were also late Saxon wares of 9th - 10th 

century, the midrib of a Saxon comb and a small bronze bell with openwork 
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decoration. During the 12th century a rectangular building with sub- 
stantial limestone footings laid on the solid rock, 86 cms. wide, and 
measuring 14 metres x 7.5 metres in area, was attached to the priory. 
At the northern end were two well pits: one pre-dated the building, the 
other was contemporary with it. Each contained sherds of oolitic lime- 
stone tempered wares (Oxoniensia XLII 1977, pp. 113-120). During this 
phase the site was the administrative centre for the Abbey of Fecamp's 
English properties. Among the most frequently found pottery associated 
with this phase were coarse wares with calcareous gravel (a Wilts-Glos. 
origin seems likely), oolitic limestone wares, flint tempered wares from 
the Newbury region and Brill type sandy tempered wares. The building 
appears to have been tiled, at least from the 13th century since a number 
of tiles with a calcareous fabric were found, including several glazed 
and crested ridge tiles (cf. Oxoniensia XVI, 1951, 86-7). It was appa- 
rently retiled probably in the 16th century since over 200 sandy-fabric 
tiles were picked up. Among small finds were 3 fragments of a bronze 
bowl, two bronze buckles, a bronze skillet handle with stamped fleur-de- 
lys decoration, a bronze skimmer, a lead patch which had been applied to 
a pottery jug, and a Niedermendig-Mayen type quernstone fragment. The 
alien priory was dissolved in 1415 and the property passed in 1441 to 
Eton College. Subsequent phases of occupation were represented by a 
lean-to open sided shed which utilised one of the walls of the 12th cen- 
tury building, a bottle-shaped dry-stone lined well with the base for a 
barrel or trough nearby and two areas of pitched stone, one a hardstand 
by the well, and the other the paving for a long shelter shed. The area 
in fact became a farmyard until the mid 19th century when the well was 
blocked by a capstone and the area was converted into a kitchen garden. 
A good range of post-medieval pottery included Surrey wares, Rhenish 
stoneware flagons, Nottinghamshire-Derbyshire stonewares, salt-glazed 
wares, Staffordshire combed slip and manganese glazed wares, Chinese 
pordelain as well as the more usual red earthenwares, glazed and unglazed 
white earthenwares and English stonewares. Thanks are due to Maureen 
Mellor of the Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit for help in studying the 
pottery finds and R.W. Sanderson of the Geological Institute for identi- 
fying the stone finds. 

(la) Medieval fittings and furnishings 

DUCKLINGTON OLD RECTORY (PRN 11207) (SP 359075) - John Steane 

An investigation of the roof revealed a series of re-used 15th 
century beams with painted heraldic decoration (CBA Group 9 Newsletter 8, 
1978, p.70) samples of the paints used were taken and have been analysed 
by Dr. Ashok Roy of the Scientific Department, National Gallery. The 
paint had apparently been applled to the beams without prior preparation 
of the surface except where blue paint had been laid over a white ground 
comprising a mixture of chalk and lead white. The range of the pigments 
was limited; white was lead white - a manufactured lead carbonate. Black 
was pure carbon black, probably a ground wood charcoal. Blue was a blue 
dyestuff with no metallic constituent. The source was either indigo or 
more likely woad; unfortunately they are microscopically indistinguishable. 
The orange-red showed all the characteristics of red lead. A peculiarity 
was the presence of tin and it was suggested that the original lead from 
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which the paint was made was probably pewter rather than pure lead. The 

medium was likely to be a wax of some sort and the coats of arms had 

been subsequently given a coat of drying as a protective film. Our thanks 

to Mr. and Mrs. Craig for facilitating further study of these painted beams. 

ERRATUM 

(2) CHURCHILL CORNER HOUSE (PRN 12795) (SP 28292426) - John Steane. 

Mrs. Sarah English reported that she had found some 
medieval 

tiles in a floor under the stairs of her house. 
J. M. Steane recorded 

115 tiles, including 82 plain green or white, 30 patterned 
and 3 

indecipherable. Among the more interesting tiles (fig. 22) No I 

had a parallel st Bitton Church (Gloucs) where the heraldry *as-thought 
to be ? Pauncefoot of Gloucestershire (Eames E.S. 

Catalogue of Medieval 

lead-glazed earthenware.tiles in the British Museum, 
1980). No 3 has 

parallels at Halesowen Abbey (Gloucs) and the Carmelite Monastery, 

Bristol. Nos 6 and 9 are a fairly common 16 tilé'design (Whitdomb 

N. R. "The Medieval Floor tiles of Leicestershire" 
Leicestershire 

Arch. & Hist. Soc. 1956). No 7 resembles a rose windo* design in the 

tiles at Westminster Abbey Chapter House. No 10is a very common 

design. Whitcomb mentions examples from Leics, Bucks, Oxon, Somerset 

and Warwickshire. NO 12 was'found at Halles abbey and the Carmelite 

Monastery, Bristol (Eames, op cit). It is not known how the tiles came 

to be in the house. The large ntimber of plain tiles suggests that they 

may'have been taken from a local building (7 Bruern abbey or the 

former medieval church at Churchill) rather than representing 
a collection 

t'of a local antiquary. 

(2) DOMESTIC.BUILDINGS - POST-MEDIEVAL 

(2a) ABINGDON, 6 LOMBARD STREET. (PRN 11265) (SU 49739700) - John Steane 

Following a request for information about this listed building, 

which it is proposed partially to demolish in a central town redevelop- 

ment scheme a field investigation was made by J.M. Steane. In 1436 the 

street was called Overthwart Saint Elyns Strete with reference to its 

connecting the two St. Helen's Streets. By 1554 it was called Lumberd 

Strete (Gelling in Place names of Berkshire,Cambridge 1976, ii, 435) 

probably from residents in the locality. 6 Lombard Street occupies 

apparently the whole of one of the medieval frontages. It is noticeable 

from the 1880 25" 1 mile O.S. map that the line of burgage tenements 

along High Street is continued across Lombard Street and well south into 

the wedge of land between the two St. Helen's Streets. It is possible 

that Lombard Street may have been cut through after this part of the town 

was laid out. A number of ancient, possibly medieval, limestone rubble 

walls survive separating these ancient properties. One stands to the 

east and a second has been used as the western wall of the near wing of 

the building. There is also an early piece of cross wall under it. The 

house along the frontage was completely rebuilt in the 18th century but 

a two-bay 16th century wing which ran south of its predecessor survives 
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imbedded between the house and a long industrial building. Features in- 
clude a flat chimney breast with one offset, and several square-headed 
windows, but the roof is the principal source of interest. It has two 
bays of massive oak timbers which include chamfered, principal rafters, 
chamfered tie beams, two pairs of purlins, trenched and clasped by the 
two sets of collars, the lower with windbraces. The common rafters are 
12 x 5 cms and are nearly all waney and seem to be original. The finding 
of a Stonesfield-type slate between the rafters and the wall plate suggests 
that it may be the original form of roof covering, an interesting observa- 
tion in an otherwise tiled town. The use of tie beams has made possible 
substantial rooms at first floor level (see Wood-Jones, R.B. Domestic 
Architecture in the Banbury Region, Manchester, 1963, p.229). A long 
warehouse-like building of two stories and originally of five bays was 
added in the 18th century: it is of half timbered box frame construction 
with brick nogging and has a roof of principal rafters, tie beams, collars, 
queen posts, trenched and clasped, but no windbraces. The timbers are 
sawn and the collars are adzed one side and sawn the other. In the late 
18th century the house was rebuilt on the Lombard Street frontage entirely 
of second-hand timber, slotted, cut about and weathered. The front is 
covered with lathe and plaster. The central doorway is under a pediment 
and is lit by an elegant cast-iron lunette. The ground floor has been 
utilised as two shop fronts, one has a denticulated wooden frame, the 
other has scrolly brackets and fluted pilasters. The windows are all 
sash. The roof, renewed in the 19th century is of softwood with a low 
pitch to take Welsh slates. 

(h) Nos. 22 - 4 GREAT TEW (PRN 12794) (SP 39612927) - John Steane 

Following an application for listed building consent to renovate 
and alter these houses a field investigation was made by D. Aylwin and 
J.M. Steane. An attempt was made to make plans but this was difficult 
owing to the fact that the Post Office, No. 24, was a shop and only a 
ground plan of Nos. 22/23 was practicable. A first floor plan was made 
of 24. The evolution of the buildings was a good deal more complicated 
than the Ministry list suggests. From straight joints visible in the 
walling between Nos. 22 and 23 both at front and rear it seems that one 
is older than the other. Since all datable features have been renewed 
the plan is the only clue as to the period. No. 23 may be the earlier, 
starting off as a square dwelling consisting of one hall or living space 
with an upstairs chamber reached by a ladder. One entrance may have been 
in the gable. The present back door seems original. The walling of 
roughly cut and coursed square blocks suggests a 16th century context. 
The location of the fireplace in the gable end is probably original. In 
the 17th century (judging from the likely date of the surviving major 
roof timber) a second cottage was built in the row, No.22. This was also 
built of roughly cut and coursed blocks of ironstone. The fireplace and 
chimney were placed at the rear. The roof contains one mutilated example 
of a raised cruck truss. The collar is missing but 'slots in the adzed 
timbers show where it fitted (see Mercer, E. English Vernacular House, 
London, 1975, 96-7). The blocked window to the south is another early 
feature indicating that the cottage is older than the one on the right. 
The L-shaped wing at the rear was added in the 18th or early 19th century. 
The windows on the ground floor of both houses have chamfered mullions 



Sketch elevations 

First floor plans 

GREAT TEW OXON Nos 23-4 

Ground floor plan 
N 

metres 5 PRN 12794 

Jr% 

Figure 24 



-88- 

and square labels. The doors are depressed 4 centre headed with square 

labels and lozenge stops. These design, features are found elsewhere in 

the village and are a distinctive mark of the estate building of the 
early 19th century (CBA Group 9 Newsletter 10, 1980, 90-1). The two 

storied 2 bay house which now provides living quarters for the post- 
master is likely to be 17th or possibly early 18th century in date. The 

timber porch is a 19th century addition in the picturesque style. The 
Post Office itself is a skilful piece of early 19th century infill in 
coursed rubble with a 4 light bay window which provides light for the 
shop. 

Again the doorways are 4 centre headed with square labels and 

lozenge shaped stops. The suggested date is backed up by the apparent 

gap on the 18th century map where the building is now sited (MSS Top 

Oxon c. 113-4). 

WOOTTON. YEW TREE COTTAGE, OLD BOARS HILL (PRN 12486) (SP 48480201) 
- John Steane 

At the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Lewin J.M. Steane made a field 
investigation of this 3 bay 1 storey house. It is built of greensand 
rubble and coralline rag and is thatched. There is a baffle entrance 

with a central stack. All windows have been renewed. Fireplace in main 
room is original with timber lintel. Inside the principal interest is 
in the floor and the roof timbers. There are remains of an early floor 

main beam and signs of ladder access to the upper floor. A single 
raised cruck truss (cf. Mercer E. English Vernacular Houses, London, 1975, 

Fig.67 (c) supports the centre of the roof. There is a saddle form at 

the apex with a ridge pole. Slots remain for the now vanished collar 
beam. The smoke blackening is probably the result of a fire (ex informa- 
tion Mrs. Lewin). 

WALLINGFORD. 12 READING ROAD (PRN 12597) (SU 60638890) - John Steane 

At the instance of B. Durham of the Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit 
J.M. Steane and M.J. Heaton made a field investigation of this small 
terraced house. It began as a one up, one down house built of rather 
flimsy timber framing which suggests the 17th century. The brick nog- 
ging however seems to be 18th century in date. It had been enlarged into 
a double pile house c 1800 by the addition of further rooms at the back. 
In the 20th century the construction of a new coursé of the Wallingford- 
Reading road had turned the house round. Its former front faced Squires 
Walk - a green lane and the old main road. In the ground floor of the 
c 1800 block is a ceiling painting consisting of two stylised eagles 
with outstretched wings apparently in full flight on a greyish-blue sky. 
The better preserved one, over the fireplace, has its head and beak bent 
forward and it seems to be preening itself. The wings and bodies are 
painted in buff brown with the feathers in darker brown paint; the beak 
and claws are picked out in yellow. The date of the painting is c 1800. 
The style reminds one of the imperial eagles seen in the insignia con- 

nected with Napoleon or of the United States. Perhaps they were the work 
of a coach painter. Our thanks to Miss Mason for showing it to us. 
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'THE GEORGE', HIGH STREET, WHEATLEY (PRN 12412). (SP 59430579) - James Bond 

and John Rhodes 

The George Inn in Wheatley is first recorded in 1576, and remained 
in use as an inn into the 19th century. The trade of many of the Wheatley 
inns was ruined after the construction of the new Headington Hill turnpike 
road in 1775, which diverted much of the Oxford-London traffic away from 
the older Shotover Hill-Wheatley route. The George had closed by about 

1830, when its premises were converted into three separate cottages. 
These were knocked into two in 1959, and late in 1979 conversion back to 
a single house began. During the course of this work a number of inter- 

esting features came to light, and we are grateful to Mr. G. Young for 
allowing us access and facilities to record these. 

The southern street front of the building has an 18th century facade 
of two stories, with segmental-headed sash windows. The walls are of 

corallian rubble, with traces of ochre-washing still remaining. The 

fourth bay from the west has an open arched entry through to the rear 
yard, with a prominent keystone and imposts. To the east of this arch 

is a small doorway reset within a larger blocked entry. The rear eleva- 

tion had an open gallery at first-floor level,which was walled in c 1956, 

but has now been re-opened and glazed. Internally Tudor four-centred 
arched fireplaces have been uncovered in the two western ground-floor 

rooms, with a third at first-floor level. There is also a large later 

open fireplace with two inglenooks in the kitchen on the ground floor at 
the east end. The roof contains much re-used timber, and now has queen- 
posts with windbraced purlins at collar-beam level. 

The east face of the first interior partition wall west of the 

entrance archway, which has Tudor fireplaces at both ground- and first- 

floor level, was found to have a minimum of three successive layers of 

wall paintings. These have been examined by Mr. E. Clive Rouse, who 

has suggested a date of c 1575-90 for the earliest phase. 

The earliest and generally best-preserved painting, on the 

fireplace wall of the upper room, consisted of an open curvilinear mesh 

enclosing a repeating fern-leaf motif, picked out in blue-black pigment 

on a thin layer of white lime-wash over the base plaster. At 45-55 cm 

below the ceiling this pattern terminated in a horizontal band with 

single-twist ornament, above which was a frieze of bolder tendril pat- 

terns in the same colour. Towards the northern end of the wall the 

mesh pattern was relieved by a large diagonal panel enclosing a Tudor 

rose in red-brown pigment. Each of the four corners of the lozenge, 

between the rose and the edge of the panel, were occupied by an ochre- 

coloured fleur-de-lys. This design appears only in the first-floor room. 

In the ground-floor room there is a large crescent outlined in 

black with orange shading, centrally placed over the mantleshelf. This 

clearly pre-dates painting (iii), though its chronological relationship 

to (i) is uncertain. 

The earlier paintings were both covered by a thin skim of white 

lime-wash, which was then painted with a series of vertical crimson bands 
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each about 10 cm. wide and varying from 65 to 85 cm. apart, the inter- 
vening spaces being occupied by a coiling pattern of crimson tendrils 
and leaves. The condition of this was generally poor, but enough sur- 
vived to show that a similar design was present at both ground- and 
first-floor level. A mid-17th century date is suggested. 

(iv) Very slight traces of a still later painting survived, with 
black and dull red curved lines on an ochre ground. The remains were 
insufficient for the design to be identified, but two tiny patches sur- 
vived which demonstrated the relative chronology of this and paintings 
(i) and (iii). 

There were a number of very small and indeterminate fragments of 
painting which could not with any certainty be ascribed to any of the 
phases listed above, and it is just possible that the situation was even 
more complex than described here. 

(3) Agricultural and Industrial Buildings 

BURFORD. GARNES BREWERY (PRN 577) (SP 25001225) - John Steane 

Following a proposal by Wadworth and Co.Ltd. to make various 
alterations at Carnes Brewery J.M. Steane and D. Aylwin visited the 
site and made a measured survey of a long industrial range of l stories 
which lies to the west of the site. It is of good limestone ashlar 
masonry and is lit by square headed single lights in the lower storey 
and by half windows which are cut by the eaves in the upper storey. 
The floor is carried on a series of cross beams embedded in the walls. 
Towards the lower end there is a series of transverse beams axially 
disposed to the building, jointing into the cross beams at staggered 
intervals. The joists are very close together and bear a lathe and 
plaster floor. This type of floor was used in connection with the 
malting trade; with such a dense surface no grain could slip through. 
There is a square tower at the lower end which seems to have held a 
malting oven. The date of the building is the second half of the 17th 
century; it was re-roofed in the mid 19th century. The Museum posses- 
ses a comprehensive series of photographs, some taken in 1939 when the 
brewery was working and some in 1969 (Museum Neg Nos 217-252). 

HARWELL. ALMSHOUSE FARM (PRN 12793) (SU 49178919) - John Steane 

Following a proposal to redevelop the site a field investigation 
was made by J.M. Steane to record two of the farm buildings. The 
larger was a Berkshire barn of 4 bays with opposed double doors on a 
brick base: the roof has tie beams with supporting struts to posts 
rising from cill beams. There are queen posts, collars and purlins 
and an earth floor. The outbuildings include a two storey store with 
opening at first floor level for hay storage. The wall facing Pillar 
House is built of stone rubble from a number of sources including 
blocks of greensand, corallian limestone and chalk in irregular cours- 
ing. The side facing the farmyard is of orange-red brick. Pillar House 
is of interest as being the home of a succession of well-known artists 
and illustrators, Leonard Leslie Brooks (author of "Johnny Crow's Books"), 
Robert Anning Bell and John Bacon. 
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( ) ALVESCOT MANOR FARM (PRN 8839) (SP 27050467) - John Steane 

Following a report that these buildings were seriously deteriorating 

a field investigation was made by J.M. Steane and Mrs. Aylwin. There 

is a fine group of five buildings standing round a large yard, two barns 

with various additions, a granary and two shelter sheds. The first barn 

was probably 17th century in origin. In its first phase it consisted of 

a four bay barn with opposed doors and a waggon porch. In 1794 a dove- 

cote with louvre and stone ball finials was added to the upper part of 

the porch. Also one end was converted in the 19th century into a stable 

for 3 horses with harness room and loft with feeding rack below and a 

pitched stone floor (for a similar evolution see Steane (ed) Cogges, 

Woodstock 1980 p. 19),. Various accretions were added later including an 

open-sided implement shed and a tractor shed in two phases. The porch 

was blocked up. The second barn is probably 19th century in date, has 4 

bays with opposed doors and a waggon porch. It is lit on ground and 

upper floors by heavily-splayed slit windows. The roof consists of 3 

trusses of queenposts with butt purlins. There is a small chamber above 

the waggon porch fin the roof space accessible only to birds through a hole 

with a perching slab. The granary is rectangular, half timbered, covered 

with lathe and plaster and originally stood on 16 staddle stones: an 

addition has been made on the western side. 

CUMNOR, MANOR. FARM STABLE (PRN 12618) ,(SP 46160420). - James Bond 

. Measured drawings were made of an outbuilding at Manor Farm in July 

1980 because of its unstable condition and Uncertain future following the 

collapse of the northern part of its west' wall. :It. appears to have been 

built originally as a stable-block, probablY during the late 17th cen- 

tury, but in recent years part has housed hensandthé remainder has been 
used for general storage. ' The building' consigtedof a long range aligned 

from north to south, with walls of.corallian rubble, weather boarded 

gables' and a thatched roof. A flight of thirteen external stepS at the 

north end gives access to the hay-loft. The east wall, flanking. a neigh- 
bouring property, is featureless. The surviving part of.the'west wall 

has two doorways, the southernmost retaining what is perhaps its original 

door, two windows and one small narrow light4, one further doorway and 

window are known to have existed in the collapsed partiwith.an upper 

window lighting the hay-loft. Internal partition walls including what 

may have been a chaff-box and mangers against the interior of the east 
wall survived. 

CALTHORPE MANOR (PRN 1795) (SP 45404024) - John Steane 

Following a planning application to demolish the building at the 

rear of Calthorpe Manor a field investigation including measured survey 

was made by J.M. Steane and S. Gosling. This range is built of iron- 

stone is of two stories and is lit by two or three light square headed 

windows most of which were blocked presumably to strengthen the building 

for industrial purposes. Fireplaces at both ground and first floor in- 

dicate that the building was at one time used for domestic accommodation. 

A late 16th-17th century date is likely. None of the original floor or 

roof structures has survived. 
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DEDDINGTON, OXFORD STREET BRICKYARD (PRN 205) (SP 468304) - John Steane 

A measured survey was made of the remains of a rectangular Scotch 

brick built kiln by J.M. Steane and S. Gosling. Here the fireholes, 

14 in number were in the side walls. The loading door survived and the 

kiln was dated to before 1898. A plan and description appears in Bond J., 
Gosling S., Rhodes R. Oxfordshire Brickmakers, Woodstock 1980, p. 28, 

Fig. 47. 

(4) Miscellaneous Buildings and Other Structures 

(a) BRIDGES 

Further progress has been made with the survey of medieval bridges 
in Oxfordshire. We acknowledge the help, which included the loan of a 

boat, from the County Surveyor's Dept, especially the interest shown by 

Mr. J. Andrew. Also our thanks are due to Mrs. Aylwin who helped to 

photograph Newbridge. 

ABINGDON. OCK BRIDGE (PRN 2661) (SU 48839691) - John Steane 

Following the survey reported in CBA Group 9 Newsletter 10, 1980 
p. 99 a photogrammetric survey has been made of this medieval bridge. 

HEYFORD BRIDGE (PRN 2412) (SP 483247) - John Steane 

Further work by J.M. Steane and K. Griffin has revealed that of the 

4 widely spaced arches which channel the flood water in the valley 2 re- 

tain their medieval form and vaulting ribs. They figure on the 1606 

plan made by Thomas Langdon(Corpus Christi College maps 9121a Vol. 31). 

NEWBRIDGE (PRN 1239) (SP 403014) - John Steane 

A photogrammetric and measured survey was made of this fine 6 pointed 

arched bridge. Our conclusions were that it is substantially of one build 

and dates from the late 14th - early 15th century. Two of its arches, 

Nos. 1 and 3 (from the south) have collapsed at some time and have been 

rebuilt using calcareous grit. There were originally 4 groins on arches 

nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5. These are preserved on arch 5 and have been removed 

from the others presumably to ease navigation. Arches Nos. 1 and 6 have 

always been plain and ungroined. Samples submitted to Dr. T. Palmer, 

University Museum Oxford indicated that the main building material was 

corallian limestone with repairs in calcareous grit. For history, see 

Toynbee, M.R., 'Radcot Bridge and Newbridge' Oxoniensia, XIV, 46-53. 

CHISELHAMPTON BRIDGE (PRN 3212) (SU 594987) - John Steane 

This bridge of 5 stone arches, cutwaters and refuges over the river 
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Thames is substantially of medieval masonry on the upstream side. It 

apparently used to have posts and rails on either side but these curi- 
ously enough do not appear in Cobb's drawing (Bodleian MS Top Oxon p.514). 
The parapet was renewed recently; also the cutwaters and refuges. It was 

widened on the downstream side in the 19th century. 

WHEATLEY OLD BRIDGE (PRN 11368) (SP 61200521) - John Steane 

This bridge spans the river Thane and originally was medieval in 
date. One span 4.53 metres wide and 2.21 metres high remains on the 
eastern side almost completely enveloped in Georgian masonry, The bridge 
was rebuilt in 1809 (KW Oxon. V 174). 

(h) STOKE ROW, MAHARAJAHS WELL (PRN 5368) (SU 681841) - John Steane 

Following a restoration appeal a visit was made by J. Brasnett, 
A. Shishtawi and J.M. Steane to survey the state of the monument and to 

advise on its conservation. The well and orchard adjoining stemmed from 
a charitable trust endowed in 1863 by the Maharajah of Benares as a token 
of his attachment to England and his friendship for Mr. Edward Anderton 
Reade of Ipsden House. The well was dug some 300 feet deep through chalk 

and was lined with brick in its upper part. The superstructure is upheld 

by eight hollow cast-iron columns. These are tied together with pierced 
plates of cast iron with coats of arms, one with the date of construction 

1864. The cupola consists of a mixture of cast iron and wrought iron 

units with zinc cladding sheets, within each of which is set an oval 

lunette of cast glass. The whole is topped by a pointed finial. The 

well mechanism was provided by Wilder of Wallingford and is dated 1863; 

it is surmounted by a cast iron elephant, apparently a later addition. 

The well keeper's cottage is a brick octagonal structure with central 
chimney. Adjoining is a pleasure garden, with pond, a mount, a ravine 

and an orchard of cherry trees. 

BLOXHAM IRONSTONE QUARRY (PRN 12607) (SP 42653568).- John .Steane 

Following reports of the threatened collapse of footings on a new 

housing estate an investigation was made by J.M. Steane at the request 

of Cherwell District Council. A vertical shaft 2.49 metres deep was 

found dug into the ironstone with a tunnel approximately 16 metres long 
and 2.12 metres high which dipped down in a north easterly direction. 
Fragments of glass_bottles, probably early 20th century in date littered 

the floor. A further shaft 13 metres was found to the north. Both 
features were part of the complex of iron workings mentioned by C.J. Bond 

in CBA Group 9, Newsletter 10, 1980, p.119. 

Schools 

A series of visits was made by J.M. Steane and C. Bradford to 
collect information and make photographs of school buildings for the 

exhibition on "School Days, Elementary Education in Oxfordshire, 1800-1914" 
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held in the Central Library, Westgate, Oxford, 22 November - 21 December, 
1980. The schools vieited included Iffley Parochial (PRN 12664), Iffley, 
Mrs. Sarah Nowells (PRN 12665), Wheatley (PRN 589); Clifton Hampden 
(PRN 413), Enstone (PRN 285), Sandford-on-Thames (PRN 2260), Aston 
Rowant (PRN 2270), Lewknor (PRN 2265), Watlington (PRN 404), Teteworth 
(PRN 12679), Rotherfield Peppard (PRN 420), Checkendon (PRN 478), 
Cuxham (PRN 396), Sandford St. Martin (PRN 4664), Chinnor. (PRN 1899), 
Thame (PRN 346), Great Tew (PRN 4897), Uffington (PRN 7285), Somerton 
(PRN 5079), Crowmarsh Gifford (2) (PRNs 12681, 12682), Mongewell (PRNs 
12791, 12792). 

MUSEUM RESEARCH PROJECTS 

BRICK AND POTTERY MANUFACTURE 

The investigation of the post-medieval pottery and brick industry 
of Oxfordshire, which has been pursued over the last two years, has been 
brought to a conclusion with the mounting of an exhibition on the Oxford- 
shire clay industries, which has been on display at the county's various 
museums during the second half of 1980, and the publication of the fol- 
lowing two booklets, obtainable from Museum bookstalls:- 

'Oxfordshire Potters' by Nancy Stebbing, John Rhodes and Maureen Mellor, 
Oxfordshire Museums Services Publication no. 13 (1980) (£1.20). 

'Oxfordshire Brickmakers' by James Bond, Sarah Gosling and John Rhodes, 
Oxfordshire Museums Services Publication no. 14 (1980) (E1.20). 

The detailed information which has been accumulated on individual sites 
has been absorbed into the Sites and Monuments Record until such time as 
a full gazetteer can be prepared for final publication. 

BREWING AND MALTING 

A new research project to examine the evolution of the brewing and 
malting industry in Oxfordshire was launched towards the end of 1980, 
and is expected to take two years to complete. At the initial stage a 
bibliography of published references to the brewing industry has been 
compiled together with a preliminary list of 75 known brewery sites or 
documentary references to unlocated brewers in Oxfordshire. 
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THE OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT - Tom Hassall, Director 

From the outset of 1980 it was clear that the year was going 

to be a difficult one for the Unit. The problem was described 

in detail in the introduction to last year's report. The income 

of the Unit has not kept pace with inflation while the need for 

the survey and excavation of threatened archaeological sites 

continues while many past projects await reports. 

The Unit was in part able to plan a strategy for coping with 

the decline in real terms of its income. Thanks to careful 

house-keeping in the previous year a small financial surplus was 

brought forward. During 1980 there was a planned reduction in 

staff of four people whose specific projects came to an end. 

The Unit's programme of excavations was also curtailed, however 

thanks to the Manpower Services Commission funding a Project 

Based Work Experience scheme under the Youth Opportunities 

Programme, the effect of this curtailment has not caused an 

actual diminution of excavations. 

The Unit could not plan for the effect of pay rises during 

the year. The Unit's staff are employed on terms and conditions. 

of service which follow those of the Local Authorities. The 

Unit's Committee and the Unit staff are anxious to continue 

this arrangement as far as is practicable even if enforced 

redundancies occur. In theory the Local Authority pay awards 

are announced in July, in practise this year's settlement was 

not reached until November. This late announcement came as a 

blessing in disguise. By November it was possible to arrive at 

some fairly accurate forecasts as to income and expenditure. At 

the time of writing the Unit has sufficient income to honour the 

pay award from December to the end of the financial year and will 

give the staff the back dated pay July-November if the necessary 

extra funds can be raised. 

The financial insecurity has naturally caused the Oxfordshire 

Archaeological Committee to look closely at its structure and 

that of its executive, the Unit. The Committee has taken the 

decision that both it and the Unit should become a Limited 

Liability Company. In becoming a Company the Unit's position 

as a Charity will not be altered nor will it alter the 

composition of the Committee. However Limited Liability status 

will protect individual members of the Committee against any 

financial claims. The Unit is one of the last independent 

archaeological Units in the country to seek company status. It 

was not felt necessary while the County Council directly serviced 

the Unit's finances, but with the end of this servicing in March 

1980, as part of the Local Authority cuts in public spending, 

such a change in status has been considered essential. 

Professor Frere has continued as Chairman of the Committee. 

Louise Armstrong has now completed her first year as the Committee's 

admirable Secretary. Mrs. Yardley ceased to be the Oxford City's 

representative on the Committee and her place has been taken by 
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Mr. Fenley. the Committee has not however. lost Mrs. Yardley. 

altogether since she has been standing in for the County's 
representative, Mr. Wilton. .The Committee was very sorry to 
lose the services of Dr. Myres who resigned after serving on 
the Committee since its foundation. 

The end of the association between the.Unit and the County 
Treasurer's Department was a sad event. The association went 
back to 1967 when the County Treasurer began to administer the 
finances of the former Oxford Archaeological Excavation Committee. 
Throughout the thirteen years the Director of the Unit had a very 
close working relationship with the County Treasurer, his Deputy 
and many members of his staff. From April 1980 the Unit's finances 
have been administered by Mr. W.A. Castle himself a retired member 
of the County Treasurer's staff. 

There have been a number of changes in staff during the year. 
Sarah Richardson resigned as the Unit's Secretary to become 
Secretary to the Financial Director'of the local division of 
Ind Coope. She was replaced by Mrs. Lindsay Donaghy. Nicholas 

Palmer left the Unit having completed his report on the Hamel, 

Oxford. He has taken up a temporary appointment in Warwickshire. 
Simon Palmer and Christopher Storey who have been supervising thé 

Manpower Services Commission (MSC) Special Temporary Employment 
Programme (STEP) both left. A maximum of fifteen people at any 
one time were employed on the STEP project which came to an end 

in July. Simon Palmer was reappointed as a result of further 

MSC funding to become the Senior Supervisor of the new Project 

Based Work Experience scheme which began in November. MSC are 

also paying the salaries of two other-staff on this scheme: 
Sarah Green, Finds Assistant and Alan- Hardy, Supervisor/Driver. 

Alan had previouslY been one of the STEP employees. Peter. Rooke, 

one of the. other STEP employees, has been undertaking voluntary 
work with the Unit on a regular basis. Tim Allen joined the Unit 

on a short term contract to complete the report on the Mingies 

Ditch, Hardwick site. Rita Rattray worked during the year on a 

short term contract to help Maureen Mellor with the post-medieval 

pottery .for Oxford. 

A number of students have worked on a temporary basis with the 
Unit. Most of these have been seconded as part of Oxford University 

Department for External Studies' Archaeology In-Service Training 
scheme. Special mention must be made of Stewart Brown, ChriStina 

Unwin and Robert White whose work appears in the main report. The 

Unit also welcomed Cécile Tremolet who worked for three mOnths on 

a studentship funded by the Délégation Générale A la Recherche 

Scientifique et Technique. 

As usual the actual work of the Unit has fallen into three, 

distinct categories.: Survey, Excavation and Post Excavation. So 

far as Surveys are concerned there have been two main projects. 
George Lambrick has begun a detailed survey of the flood plain of 

the Thames (No. 1) thanks to a British Academy grant. Richard 

Hingley continues his Upper Thames Valley Survey (No. 2). This 

work was begun in 1979 also with the aid of a British Academy grant 
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and is now being continued as part of Richard's post-graduate 
work at Southampton University. The main effort has been in 
field survey of sites identified from air photographs last year. 
Richard has also continued his own detailed survey of the area 
around the Noah's Ark, Frilforditarford. Surveys were also carried 
out at Sandford-on-Thames (No. 4) by two In-Service trainees, 
Stewart Brown and Robert White, and of the White Horse, Uffington 
(No. 5). The general Oxfordshire Parish Survey continues to be 
serviced jointly by the Oxfordshire Department of Museum Services 
(ODMS) and the Unit. Monitoring of planning applications with 
John Steane of the ODMS continues on a regular fortnightly basis. 

The most public part of the Unit's work continues to be 
excavation. The projects listed below range from David Miles' 
major excavation at Claydon Pike, Lechlade/Fairford (No. 53) to 
small watching briefs. Many of the sites depend on close 
co-operation between the Unit's staff and individuals and local 
societies. It is a pleasure to thank (in the order of projects 
listed) Roger Thomas, Jeff Wallis and other members of the Abingdon 
Area Archaeological and Historical Society, John Blair of Brasenose 
College, Alan Briggs and the Didcot and District Historical and 
Archaeological Society, Geoff Williams of Witney, Michael Stone, 
Ian Meadows, the Launton Local History Society, Ian Williams of 
the Oxford University Archaeological Society (OUAS), Nicholas 
Palmer, Julian Munby, Roger Ainslie, Harold Mytum and John Taylor 
of the OUAS, Maureen Page, Pat Granados and other members of the 
Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society. The help of 
all these people freely given enables the Unit to generate the 
size of excavation programme that it does. 

Less public than the excavation is the work of report writing 
which is concentrated at 46 Hythe Bridge Street. This work is 
currently occupying most of the time of the full-time staff. 
Gwynne Oakley has continued to process the Unit's finds aided by 
a small band of regular voluntary helpers. The Unit is very 
grateful for the regular assistance of Pat Horsman, Elizabeth Gue 
Barbara Howes, Jean Mitchell, Sarah Marsh and Alice Webster. More 
volunteers will always be welcome. 

Improvements in the finds recording system have been tested 
at Smiths Field, Hardwick with Yelford and are now in use at 
Lechlade. The system is not designed for computer but would provide 
the essential input should this be required. Storage capacity at 
Holton Park, the ODMS store for bulk finds, has been increased by 

50% by the erection of new shelving and finds retrieval should be 
easier when the new rack coding system is fully implemented. 

An innovation in this year's report is the survey of the current 
post excavation projects (Nos. 54-62). They are now included so 
that a more rounded picture of the Unit's activities can be gained. 
A number of projects have been completed during the year including 
John Hinchliffe's report on the multi-period site at Appleford 
(environmental material for this site is discussed under No. 64). 
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John Hinchliffe now works for the DoE's Central. Excavation Unit 
and he has been helped in the final preparation of the report by 
Roger Thomas. Nicholas Palmer's report on the Hamel, Oxford (No. 60) 

was completed. Neil McGavin's report on the Roman Cemetery at the 
Cricket Field, Stanton Harcourt also 'went to press. All these 
reports will be published inOxoniensia. The journal's new editor, 
Dr. Janet Cooper, has been of very great assistance in the editing 
of these reports. The other main report to be completed this year 
is David. Miles' long awaited report on Barton Court Farm, Abingdon 
(No. 54). This report will be.published as another Council for 
British. Archaeology (CBA) Research Report. The Unit hopes this 
report will be a milestone in the use of text-fiche. Henry Cleere, 

. the Director of the CM, and Valerie Horsier have provided much 
yaluable advice with the technical preparation of the report. 

. Environmental archaeology remains one of the Unit's chief concerns. 
.Separate reports are provided.by Bob Wilson and Mark Robinson on 
their work. The transfer of the two members of staff to the University. 
Museum on a DoE contract has not yet taken place owing to delays in 
conversion work at the Museum'. Martin Jones, formerly with the 
Unit and now working in the Department of Botany, has continued to 
work very closely on the Unit's projects as part of his Science 
Research Council.research. Mary Harman once again carried out 
examination of human skeletal material for the Unit on a free-lance 

The work of the Unit continues to be'reported in the specialist 
and' the more popular press. These publications range from a.specialist 
note by Mark Robinson on 'Archaeological' finds of wasp galls' in 

the Journal of Archaeological Science to David Miles' fortnightly 
column for, 'theAbingdon Herald. Articles by George Lambrick and 
David Miles appeared in a collection of papers published by HMSO 
for the Department of the Environment on plough damage, to 
archaeological sites (The Past Under the Ploug1). The regular 

affairs of the Unit are published in thellewsletter which now 
appears six times per year. Members of the Unit are asked to give 
many lectures and talks at a range of conferences, and national and 
local societies. These included Tom Hassall speaking at an inter- 
national:conference on urban archaeology organised by the French 
Ministry of Culture and Communication held at Tours; at the Society 
of Post Medieval Archaeology's Annual Conference, and a Conference 
on Urban Friaries in York. David Miles gave a paper at the aerial 
photography, conference at Nottingham; The Unit was asked by the 
British Society of Soil Science to conduct one of the.Society's 
all day outings during its conference held at Oxford. The Unit 

itself organised an afternoon reports meeting for local archaeologists. 

The Unit continues to depend on assistance from colleagues in 
many Departments of. the University and the Local Authorities. The 
very close relationship with the Department for External Studies 
has continued. Mr. R.G.Smethurst and Dr. G. Thomas have taken an 
active interest in the affairs of the Unit but as'usual it is 
Trevor Rowley and his Secretary, Shirley Hermon, who continued to 

provide the crucial link between the Unit and the Department. Unit 
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staff took part for the first time in the Department's Oxford/ 
Smithsonian Seminar in addition to lecturing at evening classes 
and weekend schools and arranging the Department's training 
excavation. 

The Unit is constantly in contact with the Oxfordshire Department 
of Museum Services and the Ashmolean Museum. At the Oxfordshire 
County Museum, James Bond, John Steane, Ahmed Shistawi and John 

Rhodes continue to provide expert advice. Dan Chadwick at the 
Museum of Oxford is involved with the archaeology of the City. 
At the Ashmolean David Brown, Arthur MacGregor and Gwyn Miles 
have been particularly helpful. The Museums and the Unit were 
closely involved with the conference of the Society for Post 
Medieval Archaeology held at Trinity College in the Autumn. ,The 

conference acted as a spur to the ODMS Research Project on the 
brick and pottery industries of Oxfordshire with which Maureen 
Mellor and Eleanor Beard of the Unit were very much concerned. 
The Unit put on a display of post medieval finds from discrete 
provenances in St. Ebbe's. The display included a superb 

collection of glass bottles and created a great deal of interest. 
John Ashdown, the City Conservation Officer and President of the 
Society for Post Medieval Archaeology, provided much encouragement 
for the exhibition in addition to generally giving advice on post 
medieval material from the City. 

The Unit is especially indebted to three other University 
Departments. Susan Hockey of the Computing Centre has provided 

invaluable assistance so far as the Unit's computing is concerned. 

John Fletcher, Helen Hatcher, Robert Hedges and Mark Pollard of the 
Research Laboratory for Archaeology and the History of Art have all 

been involved with Unit projects. Finally St. Cross College has 

loaned the Unit a 'golfball' typewriter which has allowed the Unit 

to produce this and other reports in a 'camera-ready' form. 

Outside Oxford the Unit is particularly indebted to the many 

members of the staff of the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments of 

the Department of the Environment who are concerned with the Unit's 

various projects. .The year has seen various changes of ,the organisation 

of the Inspectorate and three Inspectors have been involved with the 

Unit's current programme: Brian Davison, Tony Fleming and Paul Gosling. 

Sarnia Butcher has advised on the publicaticn side while John Musty 

and Helen Keeley have assisted with the administration of the 

environmental work. 

The Unit has weathered 1980 but it must face 1981 realistically. 

The commitment to existing Rescue archaeology projects is known 

and sites likely to come up in the immediate, medium and long term 

future can be readily identified throughout the County. The threat 

to our regional archaeology is as great as ever for while major 

construction and mineral extraction have slowed down the degradation 

of sites through agriculture, always the greatest problem, is as 

great if not greater than before. What is even more uncertain than 

ever before is the level of finance available to implement an 

effective archaeological programme. To meet this challenge it will 

be necessary for the Unit to exploit all resources open to it but 

there is a determination within the Unit to continue to record 
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archaeological sites in the County and elsewhere through excavation 

before destruction. The programme will be maintained on as large 

a scale as possible. 

Finally it is a pleasure to thank all those organisations who 

by grant aiding the Unit have made its 1980 programme possible. 

These organisations include, from Central Government: the Department 

of the Environment and the Manpower Services Commission; from Local 

Government: Oxfordshire County Council, Oxford City Council, the 

Vale of White Horse District Council, West Oxfordshire District 

Council, Abingdon Town Council and the following Parish Councils: 

Cumnor, St. Helen Without, Sunningwell, Sutton Courtenay; from 

the University: the Department for External Studies and St. Cross 

College, together with the following Colleges: St. John's, St. Peter's, 

and Wadham. The Unit is also grateful for the major covenanted 

grant from the Amey Roadstone Corporation and other substantial 

grants from the British Academy and the Oxford Preservation Trust. 

Without the continued support of all these donors the Rescue 

archaeology programme of the Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit 

would not have been possible in 1980. 

SURVEY PROJECTS 

1. THAMES FLOOD PLAIN SURVEY - George Lambrick 

A Gazetteer of known sites and finds from the Thames flood 
plain and the lower parts of its tributaries between Cricklade 

and Goring (numbering c. 250 items) has been compiled, and 

preliminary visits have been made to most of these, to assess 

their condition, and where possible to record additional information 

about earthworks or to recover finds from surface scatters. An 

assessment of the modern land use of the whole flood plain is 

being made with the help of a Nature Conservancy Council survey, 

to gauge the rate of destruction or damage to sites. It is hoped 

that further work will include extra biological sampling of 

selected sites, and more detailed surveys of earthworks and finds 

scatters. Some attempt will also be made to sample apparently. 

'blank' areas using surveys by the Nature Conservancy Council, 

Soil Survey and Thames Water Authority of the land use, soil 

profiles, and surface topography of the flood plain to select 

areas for study. 

So far only a preliminary analysis of the results is possible, 

giving some idea of the range of sites known about for each period. 

However,'it is also possible by considering a fairly superficial 

assessment of the medieval settlement pattern at least to begin to 

show what questions can be asked about the later prehistoric and 

Roman periods. For earlier prehistory settlement evidence is too 

fragmentary, and in any case the river régime may have been so 
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different that such comparisons are not valid. It is hoped rather 
that this problem may be elucidated by careful sampling of selected 
sites. 

For the neolithic, biological samples from Buscot and Mingies 
Ditch have already provided interesting new evidence of the pre- 
clearance landscape of the flood plain. Neolithic flint scatiers 
have been found, two notable examples being near Lechlade and on 
an 'island' of gravel terrace at Pinkhill, south of Eynsham. The 

cropmarks of a causewayed enclosure are recorded near Chimney but 
another near Langford, on flood plain according to the geological 
survey, is actually on the edge of the gravel terrace. It has 
been suggested that the Drayton cursus runs north across part of 
the flood plain, but there is no positive evidence for this. 

The Bronze Age is chiefly represented by ring ditches, mostly 
undated in any direct sense. Evidence for Beaker occupation on 
the flood plain was recorded at the Hamel in Oxford and has been 
found elsewhere also. Some cropmark ring ditches survive as 
earthworks as on Port Meadow, at King's Weir Wytham and near 
Lechlade. One of the King's Weir earthworks is a substantial 
mound, the others are mostly low mounds or slight ditches. Bronze 
Age finds were recovered from one of the King's Weir barrows 
excavated in 1978, and crude flintwork perhaps of the Bronze Age 
period has been recovered from the Lechlade example and from the 
vicinity of some ring ditches near Tadpole Bridge. Possible plough 

marks in the alluvium overlying the Beaker feature at the Hamel 
may indicate Bronze Age ploughing of the flood plain, and biological 
evidence from there, King's Weir, Farmoor, and other sites at 

present suggests that the flood plain was much drier in the Bronze 
Age and that serious flooding and the onset of rapid alluviation 
did not begin until the middle Iron Age. At Wallingford an 
occupation layer containing late Bronze Age pottery in the vicinity 
of many finds of contemporary metalwork from the river is potentially 

extremely interesting though as yet not adequately understood. 

The Iron Age use of the flood plain is somewhat better known, 

especially as a result of excavations at Farmoor and Mingies Ditch. 

As yet there is no convincing evidence of early Iron Age occupation 
on the flood plain, though there is good evidence of its exploitation 

in the middle Iron Age. If this distinction is a valid one it will 

shed valuable light on the development of the agricultural economy 

of the period. There seems to be a range of settlement types on 

the flood plain in the Iron Age, from the temporary seasonal farm- 

steads of the Farmoor types, probably also recognizable elsewhere 

(most notably Port Meadow) though enclosed settlements (at present 

only definitely represented by Mingies Ditch) to the fully defensive 

enclosure at Burroway, where the ramparts, incorporating a great 

deal of burnt clay, still survive as substantial earthworks, though 

now ploughed over. Biological evidence from Farmoor and Mingies 

Ditch suggest the exploitation of the rich flood plain grassland 

by specialist pastoral farmers. 

Relatively few Roman settlements are known on the flood plain 

but again show some range of settlement type, though very much at 
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the smaller end of the scale. A small villa is known west of 
Inglesham, though this may largely be on the edge of the gravel 
terrace, and stone buildings are recorded near Cricklade and at 

Gill Mill, south of Witney. One of these, if not both, is close 
to a crossing point for a Roman road. Small 'native' type 

settlements are known east of Stanton Harcourt, associated with 

cropmarks of trackways and paddocks, and at Meadow Farm, Bampton 
associated with irregular enclosures. These seem to be fairly 

late settlements and might again reflect changes in the late 
Roman economy. 

No early Saxon settlements are known on the flood plain, and 

the later pre-conquest pattern seems to be largely reflected in 

that of the Middle Ages when settlement on the flood plain itself 

is rare except for mills. In the Windrush valley a building is 

recorded just south of Witney, and there are earthwork enclosures 
near. Standlake church and a pottery scatter (possibly not on true 

flood plain) to the south near Gaunt House. Further up the Thames 

a small settlement is being washed into the river at Rushey Weir; 

but this again is partly on higher ground. The suburbs of Oxford 

expanded onto the flood plain to the south in the late 10th century 

and to the west in the 12th century, and a number, of medieval 

religious houses are also sited on the flood plain (St. John's 

Priory, Lechlade and Oseney and Rewley Abbeys and the Greyfriars 

and Blackfriars in Oxford). 

2. THE UPPER THAMES VALLEY SURVEY - Richard Hingley (Fig. 27) 

The aerial photograph plotting element of the survey, reported 

on in last year's report has come to an end. Efforts are now 

being directed to the examination of sites in the field (see hill- 

fort report below). 

Field work is being carried out as a two stage process. First 

comes a preliminary survey which is aimed at examining a site's 

location in the landscape and searching for artefacts on the surface. 

The second stage only occurs if, given the aims of the survey, the 

site is considered to be of importance. In these cases detailed 

field work is undertaken. 

Sixty sites have been examined in a preliminary fashion; eight 

of these have been further surveyed in a more detailed manner. 

In addition one detailed survey (see Frilford/Garford survey 

below) is being carried out in the Vale of White Horse, and a 

further similar survey is planned, and has been begun, in West 

Oxfordshire. 

Oxfordshire Hill-Forts and Defended Enclosures 

As part of the Upper Thames Survey research is being conducted 

into hill-forts. Each site has been visited and information on 

several points of interest collected. One type of information 

collected concerns present damage and threats to sites; and it is 
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TABLE: THE CONDITION OF HILL-FORTS AND DEFENDED ENCLOSURES WITHIN 

THE OXFORDSHIRE SECTION OF THE UPPER THAMES SURVEY AREA 

Common name 

IDBURY CAMP 
CHASTLETON 
LYNEHAM CAMP 
BURROWAY 
KNOWLBURY 
EYNSHAM HALL PARK 
ILBURY 
CASSINGTON 
BLAYDON ROUND CASTLE 
BURY HILL 
ALFREDS CASTLE 
BADBURY CAMP 
LYSONS CAMP 
HARDWELL CAMP 
UFFINGTON CASTLE 
RAMS HILL 
CHERBURY CAMP 
SEGSBURY CAMP 
BLEWBURTON 
SINODUN HILLS 
DYKE HILLS 

Condition of Condition of 
the ramparts the interior 

D 
B/E C/D 
A/E C/D 
D 
A/C 

Not visited 
Not visited 

D 

D 
B/C/E A 
A/B 
A/D 
A/B 

D 

B/C 

D 

A/B B/C 

A/C/E 
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Key 

Under. 'condition of the ramparts' 

rampart has undergone little or no destruction during the 

course of time (at least any damage is not now visible to 

the observer). 

some disturbance (cattle trampling of the bank, rabbit and 

badger holes, small scale stone quarrying, heavy growth of 

largish trees and natural erosion have all been observed). 

more serious disturbances of the type mentioned in B. 

the ramparts have been ploughed over. 

destruction by actual physical removal of the ramparts. 

Under 'condition of the interior' 

the interior is unploughed and undamaged. 

trees have been planted over the interior, probably resulting 

in the disturbance of archaeological deposits. 

the interior has been, or is being, ploughed and that 
considerable damage is being caused to archaeological layers. 
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this topic which is outlined below. 

For each site notes were taken on the condition of the ramparts 

and the state of the interior. The results are shown in the 

accompanying table. The table reveals some worrying statistics. 

Only six sites (32%) out of nineteen visited have ramparts in 

conditions A and B for the whole of their circumference. At nine 

sites (48%) serious damage has been caused to ramparts by 

quarrying, flattening or ploughing of parts or all of the ramparts. 

These statistics may be milder than reality as literary and place 

name evidence make it clear that many hill-forts have been ploughed 

out or flattened, and lost altogether. One probable hill-fort at 

Bury Hills, Buscot, has been located during the survey. 

Concerning the interior of forts only one site (5% of the total) 

is in Class A; of the remaining eighteen, three (16%) have suffered 

serious damage by quarrying or digging. 

Some case studies may show the threat to hill-forts and other 

earthwork sites in Oxfordshire. At CHERBURY, despite the efforts 

of the land owner, serious damage is being done to the ramparts 

by badgers. One badger,hole extended at least one third of the 

width of the rampart from the inside out. 

ALFREDS CASTLE is the only site with an interior in Class A. 

The rampart, however, has been seriously damaged by stone 

quarrying, and resultant earth slip. Although the practice of 

earth quarrying ceased many years ago quite an amount of slippage 

appears to have occurred on the south west of the site in the 

period between two visits to the site in February and August 1980. 

By far the worst case of man made destruction dating from a 

recent period of time is CHASTLETON. At the north west of the 

camp a trench has been cut through the bank to take a pipe from 

cattle sheds in the interior of the camp to a slurry pool. The 

slurry pool, accompanied by a brick and concrete hut has been 

constructed outside the camp and impinges on the bank. In the north 

western area of the interior of the camp earth has been scraped up, 

presumably as slurry from cattle trample, and has been dumped in 

a 2/2.5 meter wide bank on the interior of the rampart. Scraping 

up of slurry around the cow shed in this area has caused a marked 

dip in the level of the top soil and the scraping has reached 

down to the natural soil over much of this area. 

Most other sites where serious damage has been caused to the 

ramparts and/or interior (e.g. Dyke Hills, Lysons Camp, Blewburton) 

were damaged before 1940; but at ploughed sites like Idbury and 

Burroway, this damage continues. 

3. FRILFORD/GARFORD: The Noah's Ark SurVey - Richard Hingley (Fig. 28) 

Work has continued on this survey which was reported on last y2ar. 

The aim of the survey is to record sites of all periods over a 7km 

area in the Vale of White Horse. Sites are located by walking all 
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arable fields after.ploughing and 'harrowing, in transects spaced 

at 10m intervals', Usually when a site is lOcated a grid of 20 

or 10m squares is set out to record the finds. 

One major problem with this method (apart from its time consuming 

nature) is that 10120m square gridding does not seem an efficient 

way of recording flint scatters as these are usually extensive and 

dispersed.. Ten metre squares have been found especially useful 

for recording Roman pottery scatters. 

The rate of discovery of Sites for areas.walked this season 

has slowed down. Aerial photography is proving to be an accurate 

method of site location on this-area oflimestone soil. The majority 

,of sites located by field.walking:werehinted at by aerial phOtography. 

.One site which .aerial photography-failed.to identify however was the 

largest one in the survey area.; aerial photography provided little 

indication of a 25ha. Roman '.small tOwn'-around the Noah's Ark Inn 

'temple and cemetery sites. 

The figure shows the boundaries of the survey in *elationship 

to natural features of the landscape, along with areaS examined 

and areas that can not be examined (permanent pasture, building 

plots and so on). The figure also shows the areS covered by all 

'sites' irrespective of date. Field systems have not been included 

as 'sites' but flint, dense pottery scatters, cemeteries and isolated 

burialS are included. The map demonStrates the concept that this 

area of Southern England, at least, is virtually one continuous 

archaeological.site. 

4. SANDFORD-ON-THAMES - Stewart Brown and Robert White (Fig.29) 

A survey of the upstanding earthworks (PRN 11,583) was carried 

out in August 1980 in advance of building works on part of the field 

known as Church Close (SP 5201 5301). The area to be developed 

lies alongside Sandford Road to the north east of the Church. The 

part of Church Close to the east of the Church has been levelled 

to accommodate the Sandford Recreation Ground. A rather indistinct 

aerial photograph of this site, taken about 1930 and published in 

an article on the village (R. Crickmay,Top. Oxon. 21, 1976-7), 

shows linear embankments and ditches extending to Church Lane. These 

have been transcribed (F) and added to the present ground suryey. 

The earthworks as surveyed included a feature 00 wide enough 
to have been a hollow way, 8m across, lm deep and running north 

from Church Lane towards Littlemore brook. This 'hollow way' 

appears to be an extension of the track which leads from the south 

to meet Church Lane just to the west of the Church. The course of 

this route would then flank the village on the west side and 

continue to cross the brook at a mid-point between the present 

Sandford Road crossing and the site of the old Preceptory. The 

'hollow way' was flanked on the east side by. another smaller 

gulley or ditch (B) of similar depth. To the north and west of, 
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the old school, built in 1860, are some slight indications of 

levelled sites (C) adjacent to the 'hollow way'. A series of 

parallel strips bounded by low banks and shallow ditches extended 

for up to 20m into the south of the field. A larger ditch (D) 

carried further northward into the field running into a large 

shallow and embanked depression (E) tentatively interpreted as 

an infilled pond. 

The first mention of the manor at Sandford occurs in a charter 

of 811 AD ( V.C.H. Oxon.V, 267-275). By the time of the Domesday 

Survey there were 10 villeins and 8 bordars. The Sandford Cartulary 

(D.R.S. XIX, I, 24-25) records 26 tenements in 1279 and the poll 

tax of 1377 returned 59 inhabitants over the age of 14 years. The 

population had declined by-the end of the 17th century, when, in 

1676, 54 people figured in the Compton census. 

The manor was given to the Order of Templars at Cowley shortly 

after c. 1240 who then established their headquarters at Sandford 

on the site of the present Temple Farm. The Sandford Cartulary 

was probably initiated as a result of the move and records many 

references to properties and persons within the village. The 

church contains stonework of the Norman period in its eastern 

and southern walls, the stone tower was built in 1840 after the 

'Norman style'. The graveyard had to be fenced in 1789. The 

exact location of the medieval village centre remains somewhat of 

a problem. The aerial photograph of c. 1930 shows the banks and 

ditches of the narrow strips under the present Recreation Ground 

as extending to Church Lane. It also shows similar strip features 

on the south side of the Lane and ridge and furrow beyond that 

aligned in an east-west direction. If indeed Church Lane does 

form the axis of the old medieval village with parallel strips 

running back from the street on either side, then the siting of, 

the Norman church appears to occupy two of the plots. 

The survey has shown that narrow rectangular enclosures at one 

time lay to the north of Church Lane but have subsequently been 

abandoned . The présent village lies somewhat scattered along the 

east side of Sandford Road and to the south of Church Lane. 

5. UFFINGTON: The White Horse - David Miles 

In the past year the National Trust has been carrying out 

conservation work on its newly acquired property of White Horse 

Hill. The DoE has also been repairing the White Horse itself, 

in the continual battle against erosion. This has involved 

solidifying the edges of the Horse and returfing some of the 

edges. 

It was felt that the time was appropriate to carry out a detailed 

survey of the Horse. Over one weekend in August members of the Unit 

with Basil Turton and Nick Griffiths of the Ashmolean Museum began 

geophysical, contour and relief surveys. The aim was to detect 

changes in the shape of the Horse to throw light on the vexed question 
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of its age. The conventional wisdom that the segmented beast 
has a Celtic pedigree has been challenged by Diana Woolner who 
believes that an original more prosaic animal dated to the Saxon 
period. 

The initial survey suggests that changes have taken place in 
the Horse's shape especially around the head. It is planned to 
complete the survey in the coming months when a more detailed 
assessment will be possible. 

EXCAVATIONS AND OBSERVATIONS 

Oxfordshire 

6. ABINGDON: Checker Walk - Roger Thomas 

Excavations were carried out by the Abingdon Area Archaeological 
and Historical Society (AAAHS) on a vacant plot on the west side 
of Checker Walk, Nbingdon, in the winter and spring of 1980. The 
site (which is due to be redeveloped) lies within the precincts of 
the former Abingdon Abbey, in an area known to have been the 'Base 
Court' or domestic courtyard of the Abbey. 

Atrench 9m by 4m was opened. The west part of the trench 
contained two large adjoining cess-pits, one lined with stone, 
the other with brick, which had completely removed all earlier 
deposits. Both cess-pits had been filled in the 19th century. 
The west wall of the stone cess-pit abutted a stone wall which ran 
roughly parallel to the present west boundary wall of the plot. 

In the east part of the trench the earliest features were 
3 V-shaped ditches, all aligned north-south and cut into the gravel. 
Two were apparently late Iron Age, the other Roman. Above these 
there was a disturbed deposit of dark brown loam which produced 
mainly Roman pottery. Cutting this layer, and the ditches, was a 
deep pit which yielded medieval pottery. 

These features were sealed by a compact surface composed of 
small cobbles and gravel. A few sherds of medieval pottery came 
from this surface, and it can reasonably, be identified as part of 
the Abbey Base Court. 

Above this surface was a layer of dark soil containing much 
animal bone and some post-medieval pottery. A rubbish pit and 
the construction pit for a well had been cut through this layer. 

Above these were the brick and cobble yard surfaces relating 
to the last buildings to have stood on the site. 

The Iron Age/Roman discoveries at this site confirm observations 
made elsewhere in the town. The finding of the medieval yard surface 
demonstrates that remains of the monastic period do survive intact 

in this part of the Abbey precinct. 



ABINGDON: Nuffield Way Allotments - Richard Chambers 

In 1976 Romano-British burials were discovered a few yards inside 

the MG car factory compound. In May 1980 a trial excavation.was 

undertaken tO test whether the cemetery extended south.on to the 

former allotmehts in Nuffield Way before industrial development- 

began. 

Two trial trenches, each 30m long by lm wide were dug down 

lm-1.2m to the natural aand and gravel. Neither trench showed any 

trace of burials. HoWever the reddish-brown alluvial subsoil Contained 

several Romano-British pot sherds, animal bone anda.quern fragment. 
Two shallow medieval plough furrows were seen in aectioncutting 
through the darlier'soil. 

The Abingdon Area Archaeological and Historical Society 

also carried out random sampling over the allotMent site tO attempt 

to find any areas of settlement, The 'sampling indicated that there 

were no further settlements but that thia ground always lay at the 

fringe of previous Iron Age,Jiomano-British and medieval settlements. 

A watChing brief was kept over the installation of services on the 

site during the early part of 1980. (Centred SU 4827 9713; FRN 12,699) 

ABINGDON: Peachcroft Farm Housing Estate - Richard Chambers (Fig. 30) 

Although construction work has continued thrOughoUt the year 

on this housing estate no more archaeological'finds'haye been reported. 

(Centred SU 512 988; FRN 11,882) 

The enamelled bronze disc brooch mentioned last:year has now been 

examined by Martin Henig who kindly provided the information on 

which the followinvcommentsare'made. The brooch is 32mm in-diameter 
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5cm 

Figure 30. Abingdon: Peachcroft Farm Housing Estate. Roman enamelled 

disc brooch 
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it has a plain, flat back with a coiled bronze wire spring 
fastening. Both the pin and the catch plate are broken, and the 
brooch, which was originally flat, is now bent and cracked. The 
front of the brooch is decorated and comprises concentric impressions 
filled with enamel. The outer circle of bluish-green transparent 
glass encloses an inner damaged circle of blue divided symmetrically 
into three parts by sections of red enamel. The centre of the face 

comprises a broad, bronze band now badly corroded bearing a bronze 
ribbed knob at one point on its circumference. There is a 

depression in the very centre of the face. 

Disc brooches first appear in the late 1st century. AD. The 

2nd century saw the main development of these brooches and many 
of them were products of the continental industry which continued 
into the 3rd century. Several examples have been recovered in 

Oxfordshire from the Woodeaton Temple site and a Romano-British 
settlement at Campsfield, Kidlington. Each of these brooches had 

a central raised stud and the construction of the centre of this 

brooch suggests that a similar stud may originally have been 

present. 

ASTHALL - Richard Chambers 

Two adult burials Were discovered whilst excavating for a 
soak-away in a cottage garden at Asthall (SP 2889 1127; 
PRN 12,661). One burial was laid supine in a grave lm deep with 
the head to the north. The other burial waS only observed in section. 

. Although several sherds of Roman pottery were foùnd in the aurrounding 

soil there was no dating evidenCe clearly associated with the burials 

themselves.. In 1917 fifteen .burials were found 90m to theneast:of 

the 1980 discoveries. All these burials are probably of Roman date 

and may therefore belong to the large Romano-British settlement at 

Asthall. 

ASTON TIRROLD - Richard Chambers 

Several undateable worked flints have been found whilst excavating 

a hole at the rear of the United Reformed Church's Chapel at Aston 

Tirrold (SU 5542 8601, PRN 12,390). 

BARFORD St. MICHAEL - Richard Chambers 

A small quantity of medieval pottery was recovered by workmen 
whilst excavating a new sewage-pump pit as a part of the watermill 

restoration work. The medieval village may have extended onto 

this site (SP 4325 3282, FRN 12,386). 
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12. BICESTER: The Causeway - Robert White 

A small excavation was conducted by Robert White during March, 

on a development plot fronting The Causeway (centred SP 5844; 2235, 

PRN 12,387). The Causeway 'connects the Market. Square with 

St. Edburg's Church. It crosses two branches of the River Bure 

to the east and west of the site as well as the flood plain itself'. 

Construction work on a housing.development at Lower Home Close, 

immediately north of the site had revealed extensive stratified 

medieval occupation reported last year. It.was.hoped that 

excavation might show the relationship between the'settlement 

nuclei of Bicester and produce a stratified medieval pottery 

sequence for the town. 

A north7south trial trench 17.5m long was dug by hand. The 

northern énd of the trench was crossed by a number of stone lined 

drains set into post-medieval deposits. In the middle of the trench 

there were a series of well preserved post-medieval cobbled surfaces. 

overlying a thick deposit of dark grey silt. At the southern end 

of the trench there were a series of tipped deposits which formed 

the edge of the foundation of The Causeway and contained.-several 

fragments of probably 14th century pottery. Beneath this foundation 

there' was more dark grey silt. 

The Causeway may however be eatlier than the fourteenth century 

since it connects directly with the market square which was prObably 

laid out around 1239 when Henry III gave a grant of a market to 

William de Longspee. .If so the excavated foundation May only 
represent a repair or enlargement of an existing.embankment. 

The excavation -showed that the river flood plain along the 

northern edge of The Causeway was only reclaimed for building in 

the early post-medieval period. This may accord with a decree of 

1605 concetning the bailwick of Bicester, quoted by Dunkin, which 

mentions shops and buildings 'built upon.the waste on or near the 

Market Place in Burcester'. 

In 1816 Dunkin wrote that 'The Causeway extends from the town 

brook to the churchyard and was originally a raised bank 

for crossing the brook: the whole of the hollow way has of late 

years been filled up and the brook arched over; but in rainy 

seasons the bank is frequently overflowed and the houses inundated 

This mention of a hollow way suggests wear along the centre Of 

The Causeway but could refer to erosion at the western end of the 

street where the road surface rises towards the parish church. 

Animal bones and waterlogged material from ihis site are rePotted 

on below No. 63 and No. 64. 

13. BICESTER:: King's End Farm - Richard Chambers 

Building work has-continued on the housing estate throughout 

the year, but the watching brief has not revealed any further 

archaeological material (Centred SP 573, 227, PRN 11,204). 
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BLEWBURY: Churn, Grim's Ditch - Steve Ford 

A number of trenches were dug across the Grim's Ditch. 
Two ditches dug across the Grim's Ditch proper produced 
sherds of pottery identified by Richard Bradley as of late 
Bronze Age date. A trench at Churn produced disturbed 
occupation layers on one side of the ditch only. A trench 
across an apparent offshoot ditch failed to find the ditch 
at all. 

BLEWBURY: Woodway Farm, Grim's Ditch - Gareth Thomas 

Features were recorded during the construction of a 3m 
wide track alongside an existing gallop. The ground was dug 

to a depth of 0.3-0.45m where the track crossed Grim's Ditch. 
At this point the ground was lowered by 0.6m to provide a firm 

foundation. One small sherd of probably pre-Roman period pottery 

came from the upper ditch fill. None of the other features 
recorded contained any dateable material although one, south of 

Grim's Ditch, contained much burnt clay and charcoal (centred 

SU 5215 8340; PRN's 12,416 and 12,417). 

16- CHECKENDON: The Devil's Churchyard - Richard Chambers 

The South Oxfordshire Archaeological Group continued to work 

on this Iron Age enclosure. _A new section.across' the outer 

earthwork was begudat a point 50m south of Trench III (see 

CBA 9 Newsletter 10, 172 Fig. 47). It is hoped that this section 

will provide dating evidence and fUrther information on the 

original dimensions of the bank and ditch (centred SU 6525 8400; 

PRN 9,131).' 

CHOLSEY: Manor Farm - Richard Chambers 

Recent ploughing has expOsed an undateabla pebble metalled 

pathway across the wet part of a field some 200m south-west 

of the parish church (centred SU 5816 8648; PRN 12,385). 

Two hundred metres east of the church the edge of the former 

village still survives as a series of enclosure banks butting up 
against ridge and furrow (centred SU 5816 8715; PRN 12,385). 

Medieval pottery has been.found between these earthworks and the 

' church. Some years ago three addlt human burials'were aOparently 

exposed by a drainage trench in the pasture field to the nOrth - 

side of the churchyard. 

DEDDINGTON: Ilbury - Richard Chambers (Fig. 31). 

Dur:Ing July Mr. Pauling of Ilbury Farm uncovered medieval pottery 
and rubble while bulldozing a hedge into its ditch to amalgamate two 
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small fields. One of the fields is known as Ilbury Close, and 
the site is therefore that of the lost village of Ilbury (centred 
SP 4410 3030; PRN 12,723). Previously the village site had been 
assumed to be near the present farm. 

The site lies some 350 feet above sea level on a hillside to 
the west of the Hempton to Duns Tew road which is deeply sunken 
in many places and bridges a stream at the bottom of the hill. 
The site is overshadowed by the earth rampart of Ilbury Camp, an 
Iron Age hillfort which crowns the hill top to the north-west. 
The subsoil geology is a combination of sands and clays with a 
thin bed of soft, yellow limestone outcropping along the line of 
the deserted village street (H). 

A survey of the site revealed a broad, sunken road running 
along the bulldozed hedge and the clear rubble outline of a 
building(A). A dense scatter of medieval pottery extended the 
whole length of the cleared hedge line. A further pottery scatter 
by some 100m to the north where topsoil had been bulldozed to fill 
a pond(P). The rest of the field remained undisturbed under 
permanent pasture. 

After autumn ploughing, the hollow way (H) was seen to continue 
west 120m into the next field and the pottery scatter with it 
for the first 40m. The surface of this western field showed an 
irregular, terraced effect which had been created by the subsoil 
gradually slumping down hill. This effect is common on hill 
sides in the area and is not connected with the artificial creation 
of medieval house platforms. 

Ridge and furrow ran up to the hollow way both on the northern 
side and to the south in Ilbury Close. The ridge and furrow to 
the north was well pronounced until it reached the headland beneath 
hedge(B). However in Ilbury Close the ridges were very slight. 
It was clear from observing the bulldozed hedge line that the ridge 
and furrow abutting the northern side of the hollow way (H) lay over 
the building remains (A) and pottery laden soil allowing no space 
for contemporary buildings and enclosures along the road edge. 

The pottery from along the hollow way (H) was of 12th and 13th 
century date. However in the area surrounding the pond (P) finer 
wares were present which indicated that domestic debris were being 
discarded here until the end of the 14th century. The pottery 
sequence began again with 17th century wares suggesting that the 
area by the pond may have been reoccupied until the early 19th 
century. 

Although no early pottery was found the first known record of 
Ilbury is in Domesday, Book in 1086. The village is mentioned 
again in the Hundred Rolls in 1279. After 1306 the village was 
not large enough to be taxed separately and was taxed with 
Duns Tew in 1327 and Nether Worton in 1334. In 1316 there is 
mention of six houses and open-field land. By the early 15th 
century the manor was held by a wool merchant and the final 
depopulation of the village presumably resulted from a change 
over from arable to sheep farming. By the 16th century the only 
building remaining appears to have been the mill and in the middle 
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of the following century there is a suggestive reference to 

"Ilbury Pastures" (K.J. Allison, et a/, The Deserted Villages 

of Oxfordshire, 1966, 40). 

The Inclosure Award map of 1808 shows the hollow way H enclosed 

on both sides. The southern side is named as "Ilbury Close" and 

both it and the other enclosure on the northern side are described 

as "Old Inclosures". 

The present Ilbury Farm lies half a mile to the north-west of 

the deserted village. It is a 20th century conversion of a group 

of earlier outbuildings. This present farm replaced an earlier 

farm 300m to the south-east. Some remains still survive on a 

piece of rough ground called "Ilbury Common". No early material 

has come from either of these farm sites. 

DIDCOT: A4130 Didcot Link Road - Richard Chambers 

This new road will be built mainly on pasture with ridge and 

furrow still present in many places. The road will also cut 

enclosure ditches of a possible Iron Age/Romano-British settlement 

which are visible on aerial photographs. As cropmarks generally 

do not show up well in pasture it is possible that the construction 

of the road will reveal further settlement features. The eastern 

end of the road will pass through an area where several Romano- 

British finds have been made. Further preliminary field work 

will be undertaken by the Didcot and District Historical and 

Archaeological Society during the 1980/81 winter. 

DIDCOT: The Rectory - Alan Briggs 

Trial excavations by the Didcot and District Historical and 

Archaeological Society have continued in the grounds of the 

Victorian Rectory. The excavations showed that the Roman 

settlement which lies some 150m to the east did 
nt extend as 

far as the Rectory. Further trial trenches in the orchard 

between the Rectory and the churchyard have revealed stratified 

pottery from the medieval village. Work will continue (centred 

SU 5193 9051; PRN 12,381). 

DRAYTON AND RADLEY: Palaeoliths - Jeff Wallis (Fig. 32) 

The Palaeoliths illustrated were all found during the last 

two seasons field work on the gravels at Drayton and Thrupp 

Farm, Radley. The Abingdon Area Archaeological and Historical 

Society spent some of their time looking for hand axes and 

associated material around sites under excavation. Tools from 

Drayton and Thrupp are all from first terrace gravel deposits 

and are in rolled or very, rolled condition having been swept 

into this terrace from the higher summertown Radley deposit. 
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These axes were not found in the pits but from screen heaps, 
but in all cases the material screened was from the adjacent 
quarries exploiting first terrace gravel. 

The Drayton pit has a 10 foot depth of gravel and rests on 
Kimmeridge Clay; the gravel/clay interface here has an accumulation 
of larger quartzite flint and clay modules. The build up of large 

material at this pit may be due to the course of the Thames taking 
an abrupt change in direction and encouraging the deposition of 

heavy pebbles at this point. It is thought that the hand axe from 
Drayton may have been deposited on the clay bed, and a search of 

this pit may well produce further palaeoliths. 

No. 4. This tool is not of flint but may be utilising a module 
of diorite and falls into a Wymer Class K ovate hand axe two thirds 

of one side is untrimmed brown/green cortex. Late middle Acheulian. 

Gravel deposit at Thrupp House Farm pit is not so thick, an 

average of 8.5 feet, and the deposit of larger cobbles is most 

pronounced, heavy material evenly distributed at all levels. Ancient 

stream beds and probable early channels of the river are noted at 

Drayton and Thrupp and small samplfs of peat have been kept. A 

large cut across an old channel or lake deposit with a JCB at 

Lower Radley was noted. This deposit is now thought probably to 

be or Iron Age date. 

No. Ï. Broken butt end of hand axe Wymer Class Fb. Rolled 

and heavily iron stained with a few frost cracks, cortex present 

on butt on one side. Original length approx. 13cms. Late middle 

Acheulian. 

No. 2. Large flake with prominent bulb of percussion and 

striking platform. Three large scars on other face. This flake 

is thought to be a waste piece from roughing out a larger hand 

axe, although a Neolithic date cannot be ruled out. It is of very 

fresh appearance and is of a grey/black fine grain diorite. A 

small blade in identical material and in similar condition was 

found in topsoil at Lower Radley. 

No. 3. Small point 7cm long in flint, moderately rolled, 

and patches of yellow iron stain. This cortex on top of butt. 

Acheulian. Wymer Class E. 

EYNSHAM: Merton Close - Geoff Williams 

A watch was maintained during construction work on this site 

which lies partly on a gravel terrace and partly on lower, marshy 

ground. No finds were made. 

FENCOTT AND MURCOTT: Ivy Farm - Richard Chambers (Fig. 33) . 

Wooden piles for a bridge were discovered during dredging to 

enlarge the channel of the River Ray at.the point Where the line 

of the main Roman road from Alchester to Dorchester-on-Thames 
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crosses the river (SP 5720 1688; PRN 11,881). 

The line of the road was recorded over a century ago, before 

modern agriculture virtually destroyed it. North of the River Ray 

the road appears to follow a slight 'agger' which is accentuated by 

the natural geology and a medieval headland. Directly south of 

the bridge the road passes over a slight rise perhaps significantly 

called "Street Hill". 

Mr. Cooper of Ivy Farm first reported the presence of two large 

timbers dredged up fron the riverbed. Each timber was 1.3m long 

approximately 0.4m square with pointed ends. Following this 

discovery the stumps of more timbers were revealed in situ when 

the level of the River Ray dropped considerably during dry weather. 

It appears that the bridge was supported by two more lines of 

vertical timbers driven into the river bed. One complete line of 

these piles at 1.5m intervals survived embedded in the southern 

river bank. Each pile was formed from a single mature oak tree 

sawn approximately 0.4m (1f t. 4ins.) square. A further main pile 

was recovered later out of position. Two further lines of smaller 

stakes also survived on each bank, possibly to revett the bridge 

abuttments. 

There were many wood chippings and offcuts in the black silts 

around the bridge timbers. If the debris were contemporary with 

the timbers they indicate the presence of weed preventing the wood 

from floating away downstream. 

Dr. John Fletcher of the Oxford University Research Laboratory 

for Archaeology and the History of Art examined the growth rings 

of one of the oak piles which had a 71 year sequence of rings with 

no sap wood present. This sequence could be matched with 

Dr. Fletcher's chronology for part of the Roman Waterfront at 

London and indicates the period of growth represented by the rings 

as being between 10-80 AD with a possible felling date of 95-110 
AD. 

A radio-carbon date is also being obtained for the bridge. 

If there is a prolonged dry period the recording of the bridge 

will be completed. 

24. GORING HEATH: Bensgrove Farm - Richard Chambers 

A natural solution pipe was examined with John Hazelden of 

the Soil Survey for England and Wales. The pipe consisted of 

a beehive shaped void eleven feet deep below a small surface hole. 

It opened out in an irregular fashion. The hole appeared to have 

resulted from ground slumping into a natural, water formed 
solution 

hole at an unknown depth in the chalk bedrock below. The void was 

created in the chalk, perhaps over a period of several 
centuries, 

by means of a series of roof collapses. It had travelled up 

through the clay-with-flints and Plateau Drift deposits 
that over- 

lie the chalk, until the final roof collapse brought 
the hole to 

the surface. 

During the excavations for the Chiltern cutting of the M40 in 

l97.2 several similar solution pipes were sectioned. They were 
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carrot shaped and penetrated up to sixty feet into the chalk. 
They were filled with overlying deposits. 

GREAT COXWELL: St. Giles Church - Richard Chambers and 
Michael Stone 

Excavations were carried out in the church of St. Giles, 
Great Coxwell (SU 2698 9344; PRN 7105) when the wooden flooring 
beneath the pews was replaced. The aim of the excavation was 
to discover whether the present Norman building was built on 
the site of an earlier church. The south-west quarter of the 
nave was excavated by Michael Stone, and the south-east quadrant 
of the nave by Richard Chambers. 

In the south-east quarter the removal of the Victorian floor 
boards showed that the floor joists were laid in the joist 
impressions of an 18th century wooden floor which had supported 
box pews. The 18th century floor rested on a layer of soil which 
had been spread all over the nave, probably to level up the 
uneven floor surface beneath. A grave had been dug through this 
soil demonstrating that at least a short time had elapsed between 
spreading the soil and the introduction of the box pews. 

The original floor of the Norman church lay immediately beneath 
the soil spread. This floor survived throughout much, if not all 
of the medieval period. It consisted of the soil of the pre- 
church ground surface well compressed, worn and uneven through 
long use. Partly trodden into the surface were thin layers of 
decomposed sandy mortar and small chips of building stone from 
building work still covered the floor, the stone partly trodden 
into the surface. A heat-reddened area which marked the site of 
a small furnace was uncovered against the wall foundation to the 
side of the now blocked Norman south door. The furnace was presumably 
connected with building activity as was also a patch of lime 
indicating the spot where some plaster or mortar had been mixed. 
At a later date another furnace had been dug into the floor of the 
south-western part of the nave to melt lead for further building 
or repair work. Five large post-holes, equally spaced and each 
close to the south-eastern inside edge of the nave wall may have 
belonged to wooden scaffolding used when building the original 
Norman church. There was no dating evidence. No foundations were 
discovered pre-dating the present nave walls with their surviving 
12th century features; However these walls appear to have been 
rebuilt and it may be possible to date its original construction 
and the floor levels if the flagstones in front of the blocked 
south door are lifted. 

HARDWICK WITH YELFORD: Smith's Field - Tim Allen 

A recent aerial photograph appeared to show several phases of 
an enclosure at Smith's Field which was due for gravel extraction 
in April 1980. The field was walked by Tim Allen, and 3 major 
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concentrations of Late Iron Age pottery were found. Each of 

these concentrations was examined by a 2 x 20m trench which 

revealed a number of ditches and gullies'and pits of tills date. 
The cropmark was found to be post-medieval. An area 50 x 40m 

was then stripped around one of the trial trenches in an attempt 

to uncover the whole of one enclosure. A further smaller area 
30 x 15m was also dug including the 3rd pottery concentration, 

at the north end of the field. 

The larger area lay on the junction of at least 3 enclosures, 

running from the Late Iron Age into the mid 1st century AD. The 

earliest, circular or oval, was defined by a succession of small 

gullies, some of whose fill suggested fence slots. This feature 

was succeeded by a large ditched enclosure, and this enclosure 

in turn by another enclosure with straight sides and an entrance 

on the north-west, inturned on the west side. From the numerous 

recuts it would appeavto have had a long life. Just outside this 

enclosure was a small ditched enclosure, roughly 12 x 11m, itself 

recut several times. It was surrounded on the north and west sides 

by a fence slot, running parallel to the ditch some 2.5m outside 

it, and on the east by the large enclosure ditch, at a similar 

distance away. The entrance was presumably on the south side, 

where at one stage there was a small semi-circular annexe, with 

its entrance on the north-west. No internal features were found 

in the square enclosure or its annexe, though much of the interior 

had been obliterated by later ditches. 

To the south of this enclosure was an area with 5 post holes 

which formed no recognisable pattern. The final phase of occupation 

was marked by an increase in pits, particularly along the lines 

of earlier gullies, and a further enclosure ditch to the south- 

west of the area. It was identified by increased burning and 

Romano-British pottery. Quern was prolific in all places. 

The smaller northern area proved more coherent and less 

cluttered by small gullies. There was a circular hut gully with 

entrance to the east apparently surrounded a square trench built 

structure 4 x 5.25m with slightly bowed sides. The wall trench 

was unbroken,-and there were no signs in it of post holes or a wall 

line, the fill being clean clay. Inside were 3 irregularly spaced 

post holes. A cow burial had been inserted into the south-eaSt 
corner of the building, the animal had been dragged into the hole 

by its forelegs and had been placed upside down with head to the 

north-west. North of the hut gully was an annexe bounded to the 

north by an arc of gully running east-west corresponding to the 

hut gully on the south, with a fence-line of post holes on the 

east side between the two. There was only one post hole, on the 

west side midway between the two gullies, so access was probably 

on this side. 

The square building and circular-gully were superseded by a 

penannular enclosure to the west, -with a straight south side' gm 

long and curving on the east and west,.11.5 and 7.5m respectiVely. 



- 126- 

Moat Cottage, 
Kidlington, 
Oxon.1980 

key: 
F.7:77:3 water features filled in 
rf-:.:::*1 since 1810 

outline of building on 
1810 Enclosure Award Plan 

IIIIthe present building 

Figure 34.Kidlington: Moat Cottage. Position of the trenches 
of the 1980 trial excavations 
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The entrance was on the north. This ditched enclosure was recut 

on several occasions, it appeared from the gravel spill to have 

had an external bank. Since there was an accumulation of domestic 

debris on the inner side of the ditch it must have been a house 

enclosure. There are no internal features. There were 2 post 

holes across the entrance, but both appear too slight to have held 

a gate. Just outside the entrance on the west side there was a 

storage jar, minus its base, sunk into the ground down to gravel. 

The latest fills of the enclosure are late first century AD, 

including half a dozen metal objects, one a Romano-British fibula, 

and several sherds of &simian. These finds are probably contemporary 

with a series of pits and gullies north of the annexe, towards 

which the penannular enclosure faces. Allowing for the long life 

of the enclosure suggested by recutting, the square building must 

date from just before or after the Conquest in the mid first 

century AD. 

Salvage work is in progress south of the areas excavated, and 

is recovering further enclosures of the Late Iron Age, superseded 

by a series of trackways, probably Roman. 

BORLEY.- Richard Chambers 

An unStratified skull was found buried in silts just down 
stream of the site of a water. mill. There was no dating evidence. 

and it was not Possible to determine where the skull had Originally 

come frOm (centred SP 4172 4343; PRN 12,382).. 

KIDLINGTON: Moat Cottage - Richard Chambers and 
Ian Meadows (Fig. 34) 

This summer saw a third season of excavation on this medieval 

manor site. The site lies at the edge of the former cow common, 

one mile from the parish church and medieval village centre 

(centred SP 488 137; FRN 9219). 

The objective of the third season was to assess the nature and 

extent of the medieval remains which until 1980 had remained 

inaccessible under the vegetable patch on the east side of the 

cottage. 

The trial trenches revealed substantial stone foundations 

both clay and mortar bonded up to lm wide. Several periods of 

building were present and the medieval establishment must have been 

largely stone-built. At least some of these buildings were roofed 

with Cotswold limestone slates since many examples were found during 

the excavation. Several decorated clay floor tiles were also 

recovered, both 13th-early 14th century and also later medieval 

examples. 

Sufficient pottery was recovered to suggest that the site was 

not occupied before the late 13th century. After several phases 

of rebuilding and/or alteration the complex appears to have been 
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replaced in the early post-medieval period by the great house 
which survived until the early 19th centtry.- Part of the reason - 

why the medieval remains have been so well preserved-was due to 
the creation of the walled garden to the east of the later house 
(see CBA 9 NewSletter 10, 177-9) which entailed dumping soil over 

parts of the site to level Up the ground surface, . 

.The Unit is extremely grateful to Ian Meadows who spent a second 
season supervising the excavation and also to all the volunteer's 
without-whose help the excavation would never have taken place. 

KIRTLINGTON - Richard Chambers 

Following notification from the Southern Electricity Board 

a watching brief was maintained near the allotments close to 
Castle Lane whilst trenches were dug for new electric cables. 
No archaeological material was observed. 

LAUNTON - Richard Chambers 

The Launton Local History Society has watched land drainage 

trenches being laid across pasture close to the west and south of 

the parish church. All of this land is covered with well preserved 

ridge and furrow from the pre-enclosure open field system. A plot 
of the finds from the upcast of the land drain trenches suggested 

two distinct areas of Romano-British occupation. Surprisingly, 

however there was very little earlier medieval pottery and the few 

sherds that were recovered lay to the south and south-west of the 

church. Later periods of pottery also occurred in distinct groups; 

14th-15th century wares south-west of Manor Farm (adjacent to the 

church); the field north of the church between the railway and the 

road contained only early post-medieval wares; whilst 17th century 

and later wares formed two areas, one north of the railway and the 

second south and south-east of the church and Rectory gardens. 

LEAFIELD: Roustage Barrow - Richard Chambers 

Field walking in the vicinity of Roustage Barrow (originally 

two barrows)has provided approximately 7kg of pottery. The 

assemblage contained both late Iron Age wares and also much Romano- 

British coarse ware none of which was necessarily any later than 

the third century AD (SP 2984 1382; PRN 11,843). 

MARCHAM- Richard Chambers 

A human jawbone was found during the clearing of building debris 
from garden topsoil. Although it was clear that the jaw had come 

from a burial somewhere in the vicinity, topsoil movement during 

house building .had concealed the exact location of the burial and in 

consequence any further archaeological information. 
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OXFORD:. Abingdon Road and Folly Bridge - Brian Durham 

. A series of five new Surface-water manholes constructed by the 

Drainage Department showed that the ragstone rubble.causeway 
described in last year's report (CBA 9: Newsiétter1Q)158 
Fig. 42) exténds almost to Whitehouse Road, over.400m in all. 

Further south.it resumes again before:116 Abingdon Road. It was 

thought .last year that the northern end was a fourteenth century 

replacement of a timber bridge but the extravagant use of stone 

and the good quality mortar suggest.that this may after all be 

the bridge attributed to Robert d'Oilly. Current repair work.on: 

the exposed caûseway south of FollY'Bridge has concerned only a 

section of post-seventeenth century widening. 

OXFORD: Blackfriars - George Lambrick 

Further excavations at the north end of the west range of the 

little cloister (CBA 9 Newsletter10, 153-5) was intended to 

clarify the reredorter's relationship with the main cloister to 

the north and the little cloister to the south. Although the plan 

is more complicated and less explicable than previously thought, 

and is still not fully understood, it seems clear that the 

reredorter was probably added to the main cloisters. Since its 

internal drain did not turn west as previously conjectured, it is 

likely that it continued north into the west of the main cloister, 

suggesting either an original reredorter there, which was extended, 

or its conversion when the block was added on its south side. 

The little cloister was subsequently added to the reredorter block 

whose east and south walls were of one build, abutted by the main 

east wall of the little cloister range. Footings of a possible 

stair also abutted the south wall of the reredorter, perhaps 

indicating that the little cloister was of two storeys. 

Excavations have now been completed in this area, but further 

work is expected to proceed next year in the area of the nave of 

the church, prior to the construction of the flats for the British 

Legion Housing Association. Initial trial pits have located the 

south nave arcade, but have cast doubt on the suggested "north 

nave" where part of a silted up river channel has been found. It 

is hoped that it will be possible to investigate this further. 

OXFORD: Bulwarks Lane - Ian Williams 

A small excavation was carried out with the University 

Archaeological Society to test a suggestion that the medieval 

properties here perpetuated the line of the west rampart of the 

Saxon town, which would agree with the early ditch found to the 

north (CBA 9 Newsletter 9, 1978, Fig. 38). Twelfth-thirteenth 

century pits and occupation seem to make this theory improbable, 

but there was evidence of a substantial property boundary on the 

east side. The earlier phase of this boundary was a broad post- 

in-trench feature on a north-south alignment containing tenth 

century local pottery. It may be possible to interpret this feature 

further during building works in 1981. 
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OXFORD: Catte Street, New Inn Hall Street and St. Aldates 
- Brian Durham 

A good working relationship has been established with Mr. Hobbs 
of the Drainage Department and his regular contractor, so that all 

new trenches and manholes can be watched, a total of thirteen this 
year. Amongst these there have been four new sightings of primary 
street metalling. Although dating evidence is usually lacking the 
current assumption is that this metalling dates to the establishment 
of the barh c. 911-12 AD. It is interesting that the Latest sighting 

in New Inn Hall Street was of a pebbled surface, rather than limestone 
blocks seen in 1979 (CBA 9 Newsletter 10, 1979, 158) suggesting that 

the primary metalling may not be consistent for a whole street. It 

was a surprise to find primary metalling in Catte Street, currently 
assumed to be outside the original burh. St. Aldates showed scattered 

pebbles in two sightings, while a third, further down the incline 
suggested that heavy use had worn away the earlier surfaces. If 

this sort of data can be collected steadily over a few years, it 

should be possible to produce a useful picture of the original street 
plan. 

OXFORD: 51-55 Holywell Street/St. Helen's Passage 

- Nicholas Palmer and Brian Durham 

The excavation by contractors of a basement for the second phase 

of Hertford College's new quadrangle permitted the examination of 

the northern city defences immediately to the west of the outer 

city wall postern excavated in 1974 (Oxoniensia xli, 1976, 148-60). 

The basement lay across the outer city wall coming to within 2.75m 

of the inner wall. The excavation revealed a ditch whose lip was 
approximately 3.75m out from the inner wall and whose edge had 

probably originally been revetted with turf. There was no primary 

silt in the ditch from which dating material could be recovered, 

so it is not possible to say whether the ditch was constructed 

contemporaneously with the inner stone wall or predated it. 

The outer city wall was found to have been built in the bottom 

of this ditch and to have had silty gravel dumped behind it to 

make up the ground level. Two sherds of pottery dating to the 

later 13th century were found in this gravel, showing the wall to 

be a late 13th century addition to the stone defences, and making 

less likely the suggestions that the gravel was the remains of the 

early earth rampart (CBA 9 Newsletter 10, 157). A length of outer 

wall 22m long was exposed and partly removed by the contractors. 

It was 1.05m thick, constructed of coursed limestone rubble, set 

on a rough footing and had survived to a height of 1.75m. 

In front of the outer city wall the ditch fell aWay more 

sharply. At a point 15.5m out from the inner wall it was 5m deep 

below modern ground level (56.85m A.O.D.) and still getting deeper. 

The material from the lowest layers in the ditch was late medieval 

or post-medieval. 
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OXFORD: 21 Longwall Street - Brian Durham 

Stanchion holes for New College's new residential building 

provided a discontinuous oblique section across the city ditch, 

to add to that published last year (CBA 9 Newsletter .10, Fig. 41), 

The Civil War recut seems to'have been over'20m wide, while the 

early medieval ditch, prior to the building of. the outer defences, 

may have been more than 30m wide. 

OXFORD: 1-7 New Inn Hall Street - Brian Durham and 
Julian Munby 

Julian Munby made a record of the surviving parts of the 

medieval New Inn Hall, site of the Royalist mint in 1643-6. The 

rear of the site was very congested due to neighbouring buildings, 

and though it is possible that fragments of footings exposed by 

the contractors were the back range of the Hall, the speed with 

which the foundations were dug and cast made archaeological work 

virtually impossible. Stratified medieval material was recovered 

from behind the cellared frontage. See also under Catte Street. 

OXFORD: New Inn Hall, Frewin Hall - Roger Ainslie 

Part Of the floor of the twelfth century undercroft was 

excavated prior to refurbishing as a J.C.R. for Brasenose 

Collegle. Only post-medieval floors survive&presumablY 

becauSe.the Sarly layers had been dug away to-increase 

headroom. The fourteenth century pillar was ShoWn to be 

a post-medieval insertion.. A small pit beneath the floors 

yielded a unique pottery jug with animal-head handle, in 

a fifteenth century fabriC and perhaps copying the shape 
of 

a metal.jug. 

OXFORD: 11-12 Queen Street - Brian Durham 

The existing cellars have been infilied, bût a .small 

archaeological trench showed that 0.24m of late Saxon. 
stratification includingthe original street frontage survived 

beneath the cellar floor. 

OXFORD: St. Aldates - Brian Durham 

See No. 36. Catte Street. 

OXFORD: 31-34 St. Clements - Brian Durham 

Removal of a cellar wall exposed a ditch which may be part 
of 

a Civil War star-work shown on de Comme's map. If this is confirmed 

in the redevelopment of the site it will mean that 
thisenciente 

was rather further east than previously thought. 
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44. RADLEY: Abingdon Peripheral Road - Jeff Wallis, Abingdon Area 
Archaeological and Historical Society (Fig.36). 

The cropmark photograph, St. Joseph AM17, shows rectangular 

enclosures and trackways representing at least two phases at the 

edge of the second gravel terrace in Ford's Field Radley Parish. 

The marks were thought to be of Roman date by their proximity to 

Barton Court Villa only 450m west and by the Society's field walking 

in December. The peripheral road route cut through the centre of 

these enclosures. The Royco Group Ltd. gave permission for an 
excavation to take place and allowed access during construction. 

A series of 5 x lm trenches were cut over the marks for 60m 

and later the intervening baulks removed exposing one long section. 

Time did not permit the recording of the entire length, much of 

which was devoid of any visible features, efforts were directed 

to investigation of ditches yielding Roman material. 

Altogether five ditches should have been-seen in section but 

only two were positively identified as Roman. These were both 

similar in size and contained grey and Oxford colour coat ware. 

Trench 1. Fl produced a coin of Gratian 375-378 AD. The ditches 

are cut into a silt/clay subsoil and bottom into second terrace 

gravel. The other three ditches are shown to be badly damaged by 

medieval ridge and furrow. Several furrows were identified as 

shallow broad clayey silt features containing medieval sherds mixed 

with Roman eherds. A Roman Bronze Knee brooch with probable enamel 

panels was found within one of the furrows (Trench 3. SF1). 

Fieldwalking the route along the base of. Barton Court revealed 

at least two other Roman ditches in the vicinity of the Farm, these 

were seen in the scraped subsoil wiih associated sherds. Nearer 

Daisy Bank fishponds a focus of Neolithic flint flakes and tools 

in a distinctive red/brown flint very similar to worked flakes at 

Lower Radley were located. 

The following flints are illustrated: 

Neolithic leaf arrow brown clean flint, tip broken. 

Thumb scraper, some cortex, in a dark brown slightly 

patinated flint. Possibly late Neolithic, found in 

the fill of a Roman ditch. 

End scraper made from a fragment of gravel flint, some 

.cortex. 

Worked edge on a snapped bulbar end of a blade. Soft 

cortex mottled brown flint. Neolithic. 

Large mottled brown flake with some cortex. The top is 

notched back as a shaft scraper and the base utilized 

as an end scraper. 

45. RADLEY: Thrupp Farm - Jeff Wallis, Abingdon Area Archaeological 
and Historical Society (Fig. 37). 

Excavation continued on this site (site C) begun in early 1979 

(CBA 9 Newsletter10, 1979, 181-182). Recording and final excavation 
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- was completed on F22.penannular ditch.. The feature.is thought to' 

represent the site.of three round houses on one site, the gully 
showing at least, two recuts. The dating is probably from the 

second century BC up until the early Roman period. The possibility 

of this feature being of a non occupational function is not ruled 

out - it is. virtually identical to the Iron Age penannular ditch. 

at Frilford (D. Harding, The Iron Age in .the Upper. Thames Basin, 63) 
and is larger than the other very shallow gUllies on site. It has 

...also produced a mixture of finds including much undecorated pottery 
with sandy fabrics, bones. and flint tools. 

The following finds are illustrated: 

Large clean fresh Neolithic end scraper with heavy 
white patination. Secondary work on bulbar. side. 

A late Middle Acheulian cleaver Wymet class KHv, in very 

rolled and heavily stained and frost cracked condition 

derived probably from the Summertown/Radley gravel. 

This was found in the north.ditch terminal in silts at- 

the base together with other. large cobbles. 

Late Iron Age Nauheim derivative brooch spring/pin 

missing. Punched rectangles as a decoration on the 

bow. 

The rest of the season here was devoted to excavation of the 

other five enclosures. F28 took most effort as topsoil overlayed 

most of this feature and it was decided.to strip it by hand: In 

plan the enclosure 1.8 oval, 13m across the north-west axis, with 

apparent openings at the north-west and north-east. The interior 

area has revealed a series of irregular hollows of orange/red.loam 

and three pits containing mid Iron Age pottery and burnt Cebbles. 

Also two large post holes 1.4m apart and 41cms deep serve an . 

unknown function. The feature is cut by a plough furrow F29. 

Investigations of F5 hut gully has produced some interesting 

dating evidence. Cleaning one of the gully terminals produced' 

1 cwt of cobbles, probably representing a post packing, and a 

large portion of an Iron Age globular bowl with impressed swag 

ornament.. This is almost identical in character to.a bowl from 

Frilford (D. Harding, The Iron Age in the Upper ThaMes Basin, Pl. 67). 

More sherds from the same vessle have been found in the entrance 

to F3 and in ditch F511. 

At last one Neolithic feature has been recognised. A circular 

pit 1.2m in diameter and 39cms deep. This was situated in the middle 

of the entrance to F3. The filling of the top 20cms wake fine. 
red/brown loam containing a few'decorated sherds burnt quartz cobbles 

and the business end of a ground stone axe probably of Cornish' 

origins. The base of the pit consisted of a dirty gravelly 1Coam 

containing large sherds of grooved ware pottery, a'horn core,'a 

fragment of antler, thirteen flint flakes most with secondary 

working and a Possible petit trancher derivative arrow. 

Work on this site has been possible because of the kind co- 

opération of the owner and operators of this pit, J. Curtis and Son 
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who have allowed access and assistance with storage and topsoil 

removal. 

See also No. 21. Drayton. 

46. RADLEY: Tuckwells Pit - Jeff Wallis, Abingdon Area- 
Archaeological And HistoriC41 Society- (Fig.38) 

In 1979 a ring ditch was excavated by the Abingdon Area. 

Archaeological and Historical Society (CBA 9 Newsletter 10, 182-3) 

at Tuckwell's pit, Lower.Radley. The late Neolithic/Middle Beaker. 

pot drawn by Jeff Wallis is illustrated here. The Beakei is nOw 

on loan to Abingdon Museum-by the owner, Tuckwells Ltd. 

. , 

Figure 38. Radley: Tuckwells Pit. Beaker from a ring ditch 
excavated in 1979 

01 10cm 
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47. RAMSDEN: Brize Lodge - Richard Chambers (Fig. 39). 

The site of a probable Roman villa has been discoyered at 
Brize Lodge. The site lies partly beneath the ptesent farm which 
is at the end of a south facing valley lkm from AkeMan Street 
(centred SP 3393 1525; PRN 12,388). Finds include a small.bronze 
bird, perhaps an eagle. Eagle. figurines have pteviously been found 
at the Roman temple site at Wbodeaton, Oxon., and at Willingham 
Fen, Cambs., in association with votive.objects. This new example 
may siMilarly-have been a religious object from a small household 
shrine. 

Figure 39. Ramsden: Brize Lodge. Roman bronze bird, perhaps 
an eagle 

There are cropmarks 2/3km to the north of the farm which suggest 
further Iron Age/RoMano-British settlement. One piece of possibly 
early Saxon pottery was found in an area of dark soil 0.45km to 
the north-west of the farm. 
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48. STANTON HARCOURT: Linch Hill Corner - H. Mytum & 
J.W. Taylor, Oxford University 
Archaeological Society (Fig.40) 

During the spring of 1980 the Oxford University 
Archaeological Society, at the request of the Oxfordshire 
Archaeological Unit, and with the kind permission of ARC, 
investigated a complex of features uncovered during the 
stripping of topsoil in advance of gravel extraction at 
Linch Hill Corner, Stanton Harcourt. The object of the 
excavation was to check on the ground the cropmarks 
discovered by Major Allen in 1933. 

The earliest feature was a length of ditch (A) cut 

by Bronze Age Ring-Ditch (B), which was excavated by 
Grimes in 1940 (Site 6), (Oxoniensia 8/9, pp. 45ff). 
Grimes thought that the northern side of the ditch had 
been destroyed by gravel digging but it was in fact cut 
by various phases of a later enclosure (C). A similar 
ring-ditch (D) to the west was examined, and compares 
closely with the ring-ditches (Sites 6 and 7) excavated 
by Grimes at Linch Hill Corner. 

Both enclosures (C and E) are dated Late Pre4loman 
Iron Age/Early Romano-British, and are multi-phased,- 
exhibiting considerable re-cutting. This suggests a rather 

lengthy occupation. To-the north, a huge adjoining "C- 
shaped" enclosure (F) was partially excavated, and dates 

to the same period as the "settlement" enclosures. The 

adjacent linear feature (G) yielded no dateable material. 

Enclosures (C and E) are of the same type as that excavated 

by Grimes (H), (op. cit. pp. 47ffi Site 8). Richard Chambers 

examined the drove way that passes to the east and recovered 
material to suggest a date contemporary with the enclosures._ 

The drove way appears to connect this loosely agglomerated 

group of.settlement enclosures with a similar 'group (I) 
immediately to the south, and with another group at the end 

of the drove way to the north.. 
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WALLINGFORD: Brewery Site, Goldsmith's Lane - Richard Chambers 
anti Maureen Page, The Wallingford Historical and 
Archaeological Society 

Post medieval pits and layers had destroyed the medieval 
stratigraphy of this site with the exception of a small section 
of undisturbed medieval soil containing much pottery (centred 
SU 6057 8942; PRN 12,393). 

WALLINGFORD: 9-11 St. Martin's Street - Brian Durham and 
Members of The Wallingford Historical and 
Archaeological Society (Fig. 41) 

The trial trenches, reported last year, had showed that only 
a small area, 5m by 4m, was available for further excavation since 
the frontage had been destroyed by cellars. In spite of the limited 
area available it was decided to carry out further excavation before 
development, both to recover stratified late Saxon material and 
introduce members of the Society to the problems of exCavating a 
deeply stratified site. 

A fairly complete seventeenth century horizon was excavated 
whicb included a well, a garderobe-type pit, a semibasement and 
a large tile-on-edge hearth. These features had removed the 
medieval stratification, but had stopped short of two llth century 
features which alone made the excavation worth-while. A well (F20) 

lay close beside a sunken-floored building in which three phases 
of use could be detected. The well had an interesting construction: 
the top had been formed by pouring a slurry of topsoil behind a 
wicker lining. The slurry had set hard, providing a resilient 
capping which had survived the collapse of the rest of the shaft. 

Only a small part of the sunken-floored building could be 
excavated, and even this part had to be examined in two sections 
to protect the neighbouring shop premises 3m above. The sequence 
of events is nevertheless fairly clear. A 0.80m deep pit was lined 
with horizontal planks supported by vertical wall posts 0.20m square. 
Only two post-pipes were located, but a further two could be inferred 
from post-holes and a withdrawal hole. There were a series of 
beaten floors associated with very few finds. It may be that this 

sunken level was used as a workshop, perhaps for weaving. Similar 
but smaller buildings in York have been assumed to be single-storey, 
but the size and spacing of the posts in this example suggest that 

a second storey would have been possible. This suggestion is 
implied in the reconstruction drawing which shows the second phase. 
In this phase the building had apparently been shortened and its 
western end partly backfilled. The new floor was initially of 
planks laid directly on the ground, but in Phase 2b it seems to 
have been replaced with a new planked floor, laid this time on 
joists. Casts were made of the timbers by pouring plaster into 
the voids which they had left when they had rotted. The casts 

suggest that the second joist was notched into its wall post, so 

that it was suspended above the ground. The joist must have survived 

in this state until the end of use of the building, when the floor- 
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Figure 40. Stanton Harcourt: Linch Hill Corner. Prehistoric 

and Roman features 
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boards would have been taken out. The pit was then filled with 
a clay-gravel mix packed so firmly around the timbers that their 
shapes and positions were preserved. In the reconstruction drawing 
it is assumed that the Phase 1 building was long enough to be 
truncated in Phase 2: hence it has been shown projecting up to the - 

modern frontage of St. Martin's Street. It is also assumed that 
the semibasement of the Phase 2b building may have had a side access 

similar to Hut Pit II at Cannon Street, London. 

There has been some doubt as to whether St. Martin's Street 
was part of the original plan of the late Saxon town since it lies 

thirty metres west of the main town axis of St. Mary's Street. 
The present excavation shows that St. Martin's Street is likely 

to be pre-Conquest, and further study of the pottery may show it 
to be even earlier. 

WROXTON ST. MARY: Barn Lodge - Richard Chambers 

In August 1979 a collection of human bones was discovered 
reburied beneath the earthen floor of a barn which was being 

converted into a house (CM 9 Newsletter 10, 186). It can now be 

shown that the barn was built over part of a late ibmano7British 

cemetery and that the original bones probably come for burials 

discovered when the barn was first built (centred SP 4150 4185; 
PRN 11,870). 

Several burials were exposed when the ground surface to the 

south and west of the barn was reduced. Two of these burials 
were found to be wearing bronze and shale jewellery. One adult 

had a plain bronze bracelet on each wrist and a twisted bronze wire 
bracelet around the left ankle. The skeleton was decapitated with 

the head placed between the legs. This unusual practise has been 

found in other Romano-British cemeteries in southern and central 

England, including Bloxham dug in 1936. It has been suggested that 

this type of burial custom may have resulted from a belief either 

that the spirit of the deceased could be prevented from haunting 
the living or that the life force of an individual could be 

transferred to another by ritual killing. Roman religion and 

native cult beliefs were complex and the exact reasons for this 

ritual may have varied from locality to locality. 

YARNTON: Pipe-line - Richard Chambers 

Trenching to lay a new sewage pipe-line to the south of 

Yarnton Lane has cut across several cropMarks. Unfortunately 

the method of trenching, pipe-laying and immediate back filling 

prevented any useful observations being made (centred SP 4820 

1293; PRN 12,389). 
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Figure 42. Fairford/Lechlade: Claydon Pike. Cropmarks and 
geology of the site and. surrounding areap 
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Gloucestershire 

53. FAIRFORD/LECBLAD : Claydon Pike - David Miles and 
Simon Palmer (Figs. 42 & 43). 

Excavation in 1980 has concentrated on the two middle Iron 
Age settlements in Lechlade parish, both lie outside islands of 

gravel defined by marshy areas. Work on the eastern island 

(Area 1) had begun last year (CBA 9Newsletter 10, 163-164). As 

reported then there were three house sites, on one of which the 

structure was rebuilt three times. The earliest house was 

surrounded by a protective ditch, forming an oval enclosure. 

The house itself sat inside a drainage gully and had a south- 

eastern entrance with a projecting porch. To the south-east 

of the house was a sheltered work area. There was a hearth 

inside the house and also a clay packed pit. The two remaining 

house sites were immediately to the east of the first one. One 

of these was superimposed on the first enclosure ditch and 

therefore post-dated it. This house had a floor in its northern 

half of limestone slabs and was rebuilt at least once. This year's 

work in this area concentrated on the excavation of the third 

house site which lay to the north of the second house. It had an 

attached annexe. 

The western island of gravel had the more complex arrangement. 

A round house originally occupied the corner of a block of 

rectangular ditched enclosures orientated north-east, south-west 

which covered the island. The settlement expanded and further 

houses were constructed aligned on the enclosure system in three 

linear clusters. Taking all the rebuilding phases into account 

there were 18 houses on this site. In addition there was a four 

post structure. 

Finds were relatively few but included a few fragments of 

briquetage, containers for salt manufactured around Droitwich. 

There were also several sherds of Malvern ware. Most of the pottery 

consisted of coarse, shell-tempered wares in simple bucket forms 

much of which was deposited in the terminals of the hut gullies. 

There were also six quernstones and some loomweights. Most of the 

sieved samples have produced carbonised plant material but in small 

quantities. 

A third island of Iron Age settlement to the west will be 

excavated in spring 1981. 

In the Roman period the islands of gravel were enclosed by field 

ditches associated with a trackway. The trackway has been traced 

for about two kilometres running south-eastwards towards the Thames, 

but has not yet been closely dated. 

Work has begun on the large Romano-British settlement which is 

separated from the Iron Age sites by the stream forming the parish 

boundary between Lechlade and Fairford. The earthworks have been 

surveyed and the most eastern platform extensively stripped of top- 

soil. A large building, probably aisled, has been located at the 
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back (east) of the platform and will be excavated in the thMediate 
future. A Stone lined well 1.5m deep was also found. Beneath the 
platform-was a circular structure of the first century AD. 

For work on animal bones from this site see No. 63 below. 

POST EXCAVATION PROJECTS 

54. ABINGDON/RADLEY: Barton Court Farm - David Miles 

This site was dug between 1972 and 1977. The settlements span 
the Neolithic to medieval periods including major Late Iron Age, 
Roman and Saxon phases. The settlement data is complex, with 
many structures, artefacts and ecofacts. There are some 25 
specialist reports. The report has now been completed however 
it has epitomised the problems of publishing such bulky reports. 
Excavation reports have soared in price in recent years. The 
Unit's equally important publications on the Ashville Trading 
Estate and at Farmoor illustrate well this process. There is 
the question of who such reports are aimed at. Their price and 
presentation does not suit many archaeologists with a general 
interest, on the other hand this form of publication is not the 
most efficient means of disseminating information to a small 
number of specialists with widely ranging interests. 

The publication method aimed at in the case of Barton Court 
Farm is a novel one. The conventional report - the excavation, 
small finds, pottery and biological reports are being produced on 
microfiche. A printed element of about 60 pages consists of a 
general synthesis and discussion of the evidence. This synthesis 
is cross-referenced to the fiche and there is also a detailed 
catalogue and index of the fiche contents. It is hoped that a 
reasonably cheap illustrated account of the site will be of wider 
interest than the conventional report. At the same time it should 
provide an accessible lead into the more specialist sections. 

The microfiche is not meant as a dumping ground for minor 
information. It contains the essential primary data. With this 
method of publication the printed element and all microfiche can 
be bought as a complete package. Alternatively any single part 
can be purchased, for example the single fiche on the animal 
bones or that on the pottery. Any part of the fiche can be 
photocopied and provided as paper copy. 

This form of publication provides a flexibility and cheapness 
not possible in conventional means of printing, even offset litho. 
Archaeology at Barton Court Farm Abingdon ed. D. Miles should 
be available in 1981, published by OAU and CBA priced about £8.00 
for the complete package. 

For work on waterlogged material see No. 64 below. 
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Figure 143 Fairford/Lechlade: Claydon Pike. Phase Plan 
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BERINSFIELD: Mount Farm Post Excavation - George Lambrick 

Excavations of this Neolithic to Saxon settlement site were 
completed in 1978. The section of the report dealing with chronology 
is largely complete. Final drafting will only be possible when 
the results of several radio-carbon samples are known. It is hoped 
that among these results will be some gained from samples of cooking 
residues submitted to Dr. Robert Hedges of the Oxford University Research 
Laboratory of. Archaeology and the History of Art xtho is developing 
the accelerator based on radio-carbon dating. Fabric analysis has 
continued to play an important part in the dating of prehistoric 
pottery: the use of flint tempering in the Neolithic and Bronze 
Age had disappeared by the Iron Age when the same change from 
frequently shelly fabrics to more sandy ones is apparent, as at 
Farmoor, Ashville and elsewhere. A similar approach to Roman fabrics 
showed a change in the grey wares from grog tempering to more sand 
tempering in the 2nd century. 

Useful progress has been made in analysing residual pottery 
to assess its probable affect in biasing quantitative analyses 
of the pottery, and also in reflecting a shift in the settlement 

between the Iron Age and Roman periods. New ground has also been 
broken in studying cooking residues on the Iron Age pottery to shed 
some light on the different functions of vessels, and the use of 
pottery near open fires. The pottery and quernstones have also 
been studied in relation to trading patterns, and seen to indicate 
very localised distributions particularly in the Iron Age. 

Reports on the soils and the human bones have been completed, 
and the section on burial practices has been drafted. Work has 

also continued on the analysis of structural remains through the 

characterisation of post-holes, and the study of finds distribution 
patterns has included trial runs of computer plotting of the material 

recovered by random sampling. 

Wbrk on the carbonized seeds by Martin Jones is nearing completion 

and it appears that Mount Farm, spanning a continuous sequence from 

the late Neolithic to the Saxon periods, reflects much the same 

development in arable agriculture as has already been suggested 

by more sporadic sampling on other sites covering the same period. 

For work on the animal bones see No. 63 below. The analysis of 

waterlogged and molluscan biological remains has yet to be started 

in earnest, but promises to provide useful comparisons with the 
carbonized material. 

Draft drawings and some final drawings for publication have 

been prepared as the work progresses. 

BERINSFIELD: Wally Corner - Christina Unwin and 
David Miles (Fig./44) 

The excavation of the pagan Saxon cemetery was completed in 1975. 

The accompanying figure shows the definitive plan of the site. 

Analysis of the Berinsfield material is now in progress, with the 
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aim of determining possible social phenonena within the sample of 

the community represented by the burials. This analysis is in two 

parts: the categorization of the burial information and the 

examination of the artefacts found in the graves and the analysis 

of the inter-relationship between these categories, to determine 

any social ranking. The data assembly consists of three sections: 

Burial - form, grave dimensions, and grave furniture; 

Individual - sex, age, orientation, and position within the 

grave; (iii) Artefacts - categories and types. 

111 individuals were contained in 101 burials. Of these burials 

88 were single inhumations, 6 were double inhumations and 2 were 

triple inhumations. There were 5 cremations. 11 of the inhumations 

were located within earlier features: a pit in one case, while 

others occurred in the fill of Romano-British enclosure ditches 

and gullies. One cremation also occurred within an earlier gully. 

The length, width and depth of the grave-cuts have been 

ascertained where possible, although any consideration of the depth 

is limited since the site was stripped by drag-line. Lengths of 

graves ranged between 0.6 and 3.02m, widths between 0.37 and 1.35m, 

and the maximum depth recorded was 0.47m. The lengths and widths 

naturally varied according to the size of the individual, but in 

many cases extra space had been included within the grave possibly 

indicating that perishable objects were originally present. 

Most of the inhumations did not include grave fuiniture, but 

7 were lined or packed with limestone fragments of various sizes, 

one had charred wood laid transversely on the base of the grave 

cut, and another charred logs parallel and adjacent to the sides; 

one grave had been furnished with both limestone and charred wood 

fragments. 

Of the 111 individuals the sex of only 74 can be determined, 

either by osteological analysis or by examination of the grave-goods 

for diagnostic types (e.g. a spear-head or shield-boss indicates 

a male, beads and pairs of brooches indicates a female). Of these 

which are determinable, 37 are male and 37 female; of the indeterminate 

remainder 21 are children under 15 years of age, 2 are adolescents and 

8 adults; 6 are of indeterminate age (5 cremations, 1 inhumation). 

The age of the individual is determinable in 105 cases by ananlysis 

of the skeletal material, of these 31 are children under 15 years of 

age and 74 are adults. Although there are 12 burials of children 

aged between one and 5 years, only one new-born child is present 

but it may be Romano-British. 

Orientation of the individuals was determinable in 97 cases: 

49 were aligned north-south with the head to the north, 27 west-east 

with the head to the west, and 14 southwest-northeast with the head 

to the southwest. 

The position of each individual within the grave has been 

considered with regard to body, head, arms, legs, hands and feet, 

although disturbance of the skeletal material in many cases and 

the inclusion in some graves of only a few inarticulated bones 
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limits the number for whom the positions could be determined to 
any comprehensive degree. On summary examination of the tabulated 
data, most individuals were interred in a supine position and only 
a very few were curved on their sides (or 'crouched'), with heads 
mostly resting on the back of the skull or turned to the left; 

arms were placed straight or flexed to some degree, but the legs 

were mainly laid straight with feet crossed at the ankles in a few 

instances. 

Artefacts inclu4ed in the burials have been assigned to the 

following categories: personal wear, weapons, occupational objects, 

toilet articles and miscellaneous. The types of artefact within 

each category date from the 5th to the 7th century and are 

characteristic of the Upper Thames Valley region during the early 

Anglo-Saxon period. The individuals buried at Berinsfield were 

apparently of mixed germanic origin, as in many other early Anglo- 

Saxon communities, although the brooch types (saucer, disc, square- 

headed and equal-armed) indicate the presence of a strong Saxon 

tradition. The community represented by the burials belongs to 

the group of early settlements in the Oxfordshire region with 

substantial Anglo-Saxon burial-grounds, such as Abingdon, Cassington, 

Frilford, Brighthampton, Long Wittenham and Wallingford. These groups 

may have begun as bands of mercenaries granted land among the already 

existing Romano-British population. 

The synthesized data will form a basis on which to determine 

distinctions for social analysis. Cross tabulation of the data 

categories using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences 

(SPSS) at the Oxford University Computer Centre, will be carried 

out with a view to cluster analysis to determine any distinctions 

within the social structure of the Anglo-Saxon community. 

57. CBALGROVE: Harding's Field - Phillip Page (Figs. 45 - 48) 

Excavation at the moated manor site came to a close in October 

1979 with the DoE's decision to preserve the site by burying it 

beneath a school playing field. 

The long and arduous task of checking through the site records 

and ensuring that plans, sections and feature numbers are all 

correctly cross-referenced has been completed, together with flow 

diagrams of the stratigraphy which will form the skeleton of the 

final report. 

John Blair, who has been doing some documentary research into 

the site, has now conclusively shown that it belonged not to the 

Quartermains as was first thought, but to the Barantyns. They were 

a well-to-do local family who are commemorated by several brasses 

in the nearby church of St. Mary. It would appear they were in 

financial difficulties at the end of the 15th century, for the 

manor was mortgaged to Magdalen College who took possession of the 

site and was probably responsible for the demolition of the 

buildings by 1484. 

Work is also now under way on processing and recording the finds 
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from the site. Robert White an 'In-service Trainee', has looked 
at the objects of antler, bone and ivory. A glimpse of the way 
the occupants of the manor spent their leisure time is afforded 
by the presence of a bone dice and two gaming pieces, one of ivory 
and the other of bone. Other pastimes are attested to by the 
presence of small bronze bells associated with hawks and hawking, 
and an iron Jew's Harp. 

An iron knife with a bone handle, carved in the shape of a 
figure draped in long robes, had been broken just above the waist 
of the figure. The Ashmolean Museum has an almost identical knife 
handle which depicts a woman in long robes holding a hawk. 

The manor house in its hey day contained at least two decorated 
tile pavements and Christopher Storey has been looking at the 

decorated tiles recovered from the site. The tiles were all of 
the later 'impressed' variety. There are two groups, each was 
associated with a separate room in the manor house. One group in 

the pentice building were laid diagonally as the impression they 
left on their mortar bed shows. The others were from a building 
which may.have been a chapel and were laid square to the walls, a 
fact revealed by the discovery of "half" tiles cut parallel to 
the side of the tiles to fit the edge of the floor. The most common 

of the Chalgrove tiles has a 'Fleur de lys' pattern. Tiles with 

this design have been found at New College, Oxford; Oxford Cathedral; 
West Hendred church and several other churches in the area. 

Although New College las 
built between 1379-1386 it 
cannot be assumed that the 
tiles at Chalgrove were laid 
at this period as some show 
evidence of having been 
relaid. One curious and as 
yet unparalleled design 
shows what appears to be a 
monk's head surrounded by 
trefoils and oak leaves (Fig.45.)- 

Recording the pottery 
from the site is being 
done by Phillip Page with 
the assistance of Cécile 
Trémolet (a post-graduate 
student from University 
of Toulouse) using the 
method devised for the 
medieval pottery from 
Oxford, by Maureen Mellor. 
The sherds are being sorted into their fabric types and the results 
tabulated, together with other pottery characteristics. So far 

30 different fabric types have been identified from Chalgrove. 

The pottery from Chalgrove is of interest in that its pottery 
traditions, although having some correlation with Oxford includes 
fabrics and vessels suggesting different production centres from 

Figure 45 



those which served Oxford: These production centres may possibly 
be those for Nettlebed and Henley. Chalgrove is also unique in 
having a much wider range of local TUdor types than other. 
Oxfordshire sites so far eXamined. Tudor types being copies of, 

Tudor Green forms, but made locally. Tudor Green .is also present, 
imported from Surrey. 

Figure 46. 

Other material was actually 
imported from the continent (Fig.47) 
Chalgrove has produced more sherds 
of the polychrome type jugs from 

Saintonge than have been found in 
total from the rest of Oxfordshire. 

Figure 48. 
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There is a fine example 
of a face mask which forMed 
part of the handle of a 14th 
to 15th century jug. This . 

has features which suggest it 
is also in the southern 
tradition (Fig.46) 

Figure 147 

,As well as the pottery there is 
other evidence of links with France. 
At least one French coin was found 
on the site and the figure of a saint, 
from a reliquary, known to have been 
made in Limoges (Fig. 48) 

Bob Wilson has been examining the 
animal bones from the site and his 
report is given in No. 63 below. 
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HARDWICK: Mingies Ditch - Tim Allen 

The site of this double-ditched, Iron Age enclosure was largely 
excavated in 1977 and 1978, although further salvage recording 
was possible in 1980. The basic site archive has now been 
organised, the stratigraphy has been worked out in detail and the 
phasing completed. The pottery and bone reports are virtually 
complete. The sections of the report dealing with the Description 
and the Local Interpretation are now being written. 

For details of the animal bones and waterlogged biological 
material see Nos. 63 and 64 below. 

OXFORD: 31-34 Church Street - Maureen Mellor 

The excavation of these medieval tenements took place ten.years 
ago but it is only now that the pottery analysis is nearing completion. 
Several thousand records on computer have been sorted into files 
which reflect the overall phase plans for each century, there 
being no stratigraphic phasing. The pottery characteristics will 
now be sorted more rigorously to enable interpretation of the 
basic trends which ought to clarify the provisional dating. 

The pottery suggests that the site was not intensely settled 
until the llth century. This early phase shows an unusually wide 
range of Stamford-type vessels in comparison with other late 
Saxon sites in Oxford. A short article on the subject 'Late 

Saxon Pottery from Oxfordshire: evidence and speculation', is to 
appear in Medieval Ceramics IV, next spring. 

The petrological analysis of the fabric types has been 
completed by Dr. David Williams of Southampton University. 

Preliminary x-ray fluorescence undertaken by Dr. Mark Pollard of the 
Oxford University Research Laboratory for Archaeology and the History 
of Art on the glazes of some of the major wares wit= the county 
is promising as it distinguishes wares originating from Berkshire 
from those from the north of the county. This may indicate 
different sources for the lead oxide. Helen Hatcher, also from 

the Research Laboratory is currently working on a pilot study 
of pottery, bricks and tiles from the county using Atomic 
Absorption Analysis, with a view to isolating fabric-types and 

relating these types to raw clay samples which may enable us to 
locate the likely production areas of some of the major wares, 

even if we cannot locate the kilns. 

See also under Oxford: St. Ebbes Sites (No. 62) and 

Animal Bones (No. 63). 

OXFORD: The Hamel - Nicholas Palmer and Maureen Mellor 

The report on this medieval tenement site has been completed 

and will appear in 1981 in Oxoniensia. The DoE insisted on the 
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minute, so the pottery report had 
The printed section includes the 

and conclusions while the method 
of key archaeological indicators 

a simplified catalogue are to 

The Hamel situated in the western suburb produced long pottery 

sequences of the late 12th to mid 16th century and enabled 

comparison with the overall ceramic framework established at 

79-80 St. Aldates in the southern suburb. Unlike 31-34 Church 

Street the continental imports at The Hamel were not present 

until the late 15th to early 16th century. 

The objective of studying this large group of pottery included 

an attempt to compare the quantity and quality of the pottery 

from each tenement, to establish differences in the use of the 

tenements or the level of wealth of the inhabitants. 

The Hamel pottery allowed several improvements to be made in 

understanding the development of pottery in the later Middle Ages 

and one tenement interpreted as a workshop, had a more limited 

range of wares than the house (BI2) which contained slightly more 

'newer' fabrics and regional imports. It was felt that minor 

variations of regional imports probably reflected nothing more 

than individual preferences. 

For work on animal bones and waterlogged materials see 

No. 63 and No. 64 below. 

61. OXFORD: All Saints, High Street - Brian Durham 

The excavations of All Saints church were completed in 1974. 

The detailed examination of the evidence for late Saxon strati- 

graphy is beginning to yield a coherent story. There were two 

distinct burnt horizons pre-dating the church. It looks as if 

the earliest burnt horizon may represent a clearance of this 

area. The radiocarbon dates would be consistent with the 

clearance coinciding with the first mention of the burh in 

911-12 AD. The sevnd burnt horizon has a calibrated radio- 
carbon date of 993-77 ad, if one makes allowance for the growing 

period of the wattles and the life-span of the fence a date in 

the early llth century is possible. A suitable documented 

occasion would be the sacking of Oxford by the Danish army in 

1009. If these dates are correct they are valuable in the late 

Saxon chronology of the town, but they create a problem so far 

as the dating of pottery of St. Neot's type is concerned. There 

are now four stratified sequences of pottery of this period. In 

addition there are a number of isolated pit groups, notably from 

outlying areas like the Castle and Logic Lane. Some of these pit 

groups have high proportions of St. Neot's-type ware, but the groups 

themselves do not fit into any of the overall sequences. This 

inconsitency inevitably casts doubt on ceramic dating. The best 

solution seems to be a suggestion by Maureen Mellor that certain 
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households were using St. Neot's type ware almost excluively, 
as much As fifty years before it makes a real impact on the general 

ceramic sequence. If this suggesticin is correct it is tempting 

to identify these early pits with Danish households. 'Attempts are 

now being made to look for signs of stylistic. devélopment.in the 

St. Neot's types to see whether the exclusively 'Danish' pits are 

really the pioneers of a slow introduction of this pottery into 

the town, 

62. OXFORD: St. Ebbe's Sites (31-34 Church Street, Greyfriars, 

Littlegate, Selfridges, Westgate) - Maureen Mellor 

.and Gwynne Oakley 

A new project was initiated at Christmas with the welcome 
arrival of Rita Rattray. The Post Medieval finds-from the : 

St. Ebbe's area including rescue sites At 31-34 Church Street, 

Greyfiiars, Littlegate and salvage sites at Selfridges and 

Westgate are being collated: The excavations span the period 

1967-1972. A gazetteer of finds from each assemblage within 

each site will be compiled and tabulated. Someassemblages from 

each half century will.be more rigorously analysed and these 

assemblages will hopefully act as 'foundation stones' for future 

work.in the region. 

Dr. David Williams.has thin-sectioned some post-medieval 

kiln material.from the county.and type samples from kilns in 

neighbouring counties have been collected to facilitate the sorting 

of the local coarse wares. 

Initial results show that during the 16th and early 17th 

century the pottery in use in Oxford was produced locally.. By the 

second quarter of the 17th century,.a substantial proportion of 

the ceramic products originated from Surrey and London. The 

introduction of the pound lock and the subsequent re-opening of 

the River Thames may in part account for this. By the latter 

part of.the 17th century a 'few Staffordshire/Bristol slipwares 

and London-type stonewares are found and a decline of Surrey white 

wares is evident. The secOnd quarter of the 18th century finde 

moulded'Staffordshire white saltglaze stonewares'in every 

assemblage while the presence of Chinese porcelain is still very 

erratic. .By the later 18th century, creamwares and pearlwares 

dominate and the Oxford market for local coarseware industry is 

severély affected. The opening.of the canal c. 1790 may Well 

account for the popularity of the finer wares and with thé 

introduction of the railways c. 1830, the pattern of pottery, 

distribution becomes very much more diffuse and complicated. 

A. full report for publication will be submitted to Oxoniensia 

shortly. 

The work on Oxford pre-73 sites has also been dominated by a 

large quantity of glass from post-medieval pit groups'. Glass wine 

bottles can provide a chronological framework from,their stylistid 

development to back up the dating evidence frOm pottery and clay 
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pipes and it_may be possible to outline typological changes in other 

glass vessél forms using these groups. A glass recording System 

has been developed by Stewart, Brown who wOrked'with the Unit under 

the Oxford University.Department for.External Studies' -In-Service 

Training Scheme. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS 

63. ANIMAL BONES: Mount Farm, Berinsfield; The Causeway, Bicester; 

Harding's Field, Chalgrove; Claydon Pike, 

Fairford/Lechlade; Mingies Ditch, Hardwitk with 

Yelford; 31-34 Church Street and The Hamel, 

Oxford - Bob Wilson 

Examination of thousands of bones from 31-34 Church Street, 

Oxford confirm most conclusions drawn from The Hamel sample (now 

in press). For example-species- presence changes over, the llth.to 

19th century span of deposits. Red and roe deer are absent after 

the 13th century while rat and.rabbit bones are absent, Sotar, 

from earlier deposits. Fallow deer, hare, fox, badger and. ferret/. 

polecat are identified also and 'bird.bones promise new species 

records. ..0ther trends such as the minute percentage of goat 

among the sheep should be evident when the data is analysed. 

Rather different results.from the Iron Age site of Mingles'. 

Ditch, Hardwick with Yelford, are of interest. Unfortunately most 

debris is badly fragmented and.eroded to the extent that most data 

is unhelpful for small animal species, or animal. size, age or sex. 

However good records of, find spots and the complete excavation' 

of the occupation area have made it worth seeking the general 

pattern of bone.dispersal. Since.the circular. enclosure ditches 

may have affected the function of the settlemeat.concentric sample 

areas have been adopted. This should cancel effects af'where huts 

or other structures were sited withia each zone, but cannot cope 

with the rubbish around each hut. However such deposits cannot 

be linked easily to particular, structures and the rubbish appears 

mixed and without distinctive minor deposits... Nevertheless-the 

central to peripheral distribution, of debris saggests some disposal 

patterns. e.g. the restriction of burnt and worked bone to the 

central area. 

Groups- of bones trom Mount Farm, Berinsfield- and, the Manor House 

at Harding's Field, Chalgrove have been studied.' Most unusually, 

compared ta other gravel sites, pigs appear more commonly eaten 

at Chalgrove, and comparison with Oxford town sites will be of 

interest. Attention has been given to sieving limited quantities 

of soil for fish bones, including Claydon Pike, Fairford/Lechlade 

and Wallingford sites. 

Small samples of bone have proved distinctive particularly 

bones from sheep feet. 'These predominate in-post-medieval deposits 



from The Causeway, Bicester and.tO a lesser extent from the Clothing 
Factory, Abingdon. The sheep feet are supposed' to be waste from 
slaughter hoUses, and were chopped' up And probably boiled to extract 
fat Or prcitein. Tallow candles and soap are possible' end products. 
We would be interested in any references which document such processes. 
The recent Victoria County History volume would suggest that deposits 
of suCh bones will be found outside Oxford's.town walls where slaughter 
houses were relegated (with difficulty). 

64. WATERLOGGED PLANTS AND INVERTEBRATES: Appleford;'Barton Court 
Farm, Abingdon; The.Causeway, Bicester;'Mingies 
Ditch, Hardwick With Yelford; The Hamel, Oxford; 
- Mark Robinson 

1980 has at last seen the completion for publication of work 
on two long-term projects, the Appleford and Barton Court Farm, 
Abingdon wells. The Roman environs of the Appleford site was 
quite diverse although grassland was probably the major ecotype 
and woodland was absent. The Roman villa at Barton Court Farm 
on the second Thames gravel terrace, had a greater involvement in 
arable agriculture than the first terrace site of Appleford. 
Interestingly, flax (Linum usitatissimum) and opium poppy (Papaver 
somniferum) may have been grown as oil seed crops at Barton Court, 
perhaps a culinary habit introduced by the Romans along with a 
liking for spices such as dill and coriander which were.alsd 
present. In the early Saxon period there was no evidence for 
abandonment of land to scrub at Barton Court. 

Work was also completed on the 12th and 13th century samples 
from The Hamel, Oxford. The coleoptera from them reflected the 
urbanization of the site with a substantial increase in species 

which tend to infest buildings such as Anobium punctatum, the 
woodworm beetle and Mycetaea hirta, which has a special predilection 
for the dry-rot fungus. The entomological evidence suggests that 

the site became part of Oxford's suburbs prior to the construction 
of the earliest buildings which fell within the.excavated area. 
Remains of the sheep ked (Melophagus ovinus) were abundant in one 

of the pits on the site. It is a wingless fly which is an 
ectoparasite of sheep. Perhaps sheep were washed on the site 
prior to being sent to market or an ovine product was processed 
there: wool may have been carded or skins soaked to remove the 
hairs. 

Examination of the soil cut by a Beaker burial on The Hamel 
and the burial ground surface beneath a Bronze Age barrow at 

King's Weir, Wytham indicated that in the Bronze Age the water- 
table may have been lower on the Thames flood plain than at 
present and perhaps did not suffer flooding. Subsequently, 

alluvium with a much higher clay content than the underlying soil 
was deposited on these sites. It has been speculated that a later 

Iron Age and Roman arable expansion onto the slopes of the 
Cotswolds, culminating in the great villas, may have caused soil 
erosion resulting in the alluvial deposits discovered on these and 
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other sites (e.g. Farmoor). The Cotswolds may always have been 

marginal agricultural land compared with the gravel terraces: 

organised into great estates during the Roman and post-medieval 

periods but abandoned to woodland in some areas in the Saxon 

period. In contrast the gravel terraces were probably more 

densely and continuously occupied. 

Samples have been investigated from various minor sites in 

Oxfordshire. Probably the most interesting of these was what 

proved to be a late medieval deposit of gorse (Ulex sp.) which 

had been dumped on the edge of The Causeway, Bicester. Perhaps 

it had been introduced in the form of packing for pottery made in 

a place with a non-calcareous topsoil (e.g. Brill) because the 

Bicester area does not seem a very suitable habitat for gorse. 

Work is at present taking place on samples from the Iron Age 

site at Mingies Ditch, Hardwick with Yelford. With the recent 

discovery, of a late-Glacial channel in the top of the gravel and 

substantial areas of peat near the bank of the River Windrush as 

well as organic deposits of. Roman and Saxon date in the various 

streams which traversed the site it is probable that a more 

complete picture of environmental development will emerge than 

for any other Oxfordshire site so far investigated. Some of the 

riverside peat deposits should prove most interesting for they 

were deposited during a woodland phase. Substantial oak logs 

and fragments of red deer antler are present in them. 

ABINGDON AREA ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 7 Jeff Wallis 

The Society has seen an active year with fieldwork on six 

sites, some of this effort being given over to rescue excavation. 

Attention has been devoted to finalising work on a Beaker. Burial 

at Tuckwell's pit, Radley with the skilled guidance of Roger 

Thomas and Mr. H. Case of the Ashmolean Museum who produced the 

report on the finds (No. 46 above). 

Roger Thomas agreed to take command of the first of the 1980 

excavations at Checker Walk, Abingdon (see No. 6 above). 

Minor excursions to Drayton and Lowe' Radley checked progress on 

gravel extraction and observation of a possible extension of the 

Neolithic Drayton Cursus and an ancient river channel at Lower 

Farm (Nos. 21 and 45 above). Three weekends were devoted to a 

sample survey with Richard Chambers to test the extent of a 

Roman occupation area at Nuffield Way Allotments (No. 7 above). 

It is planned to carry out this technique at Thrupp next summer 

on the plough soils with the remainder of the site. 

Most of the season after the successful open day at Checker 

Walk with 300 visitors was devoted to Thrupp (No. 45 above). Work 

i.Jas concluded in November on the mechanically stripped part of the 

site. Excavation here was unavoidably re-directed on August Bank 

Holiday for three weekends to sink a series of trenches at Radley 

on the new Abingdon Peripheral Road (No. 44 above) - this proved 
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a very useful exercise and was diagnostic - the Society are lacking 

in site 'Heavies' although a 60m-xlm trenchwas'dug by a.dedicated 
few ardent supporters in sometimes pleaSant weather-conditions; . 

The poor summer put paid to what could have been an exceptional 

early season in terms of.cropmarks. The Society attempted to become 

airborne but technical difficulties.did not permit air surVey so 

a cropmark plot was carried out in late June from the ground. The 

site, Dry Piece, part of the Barrow Hills"complex (N0. 44 above) 
was watched and permission to walk in the Barley crop was kindly 

granted by Mr. King of Home Farm, enabling an accurate survey to 

be carried out onan.outstanding and detailed crop growth. This 

we feel was an extremely useful exerciSe on an area that may see 
the suburbs of. Abingdon encroach in the near future, indeed the 

peripheral road.took a Corner out of this field in late August. 

All this effort is not however possible without' a dedicated 

digging team of around a.dozen Who we have counted on throughout 

this year braving all- conditions whose time and assistance with 
sometimes menial tasks we now gratefully acknoWledge. 
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KEY TO NUMBERS IN THE LOCATION PLAN (Not shown are: Nos. 1. The 
Thames Flood Plain Survey; 2. The Upper Thames.Valley Survey; and 

the environmental projects, Nos. 63.and:64) 

SURVEY PROJECTS 

Frilford/Garford 
Sandford-on-Thames 
Uffington, White Horse Hill 

EXCAVATIONS AND OBSERVATIONS 
Oxfordshire Gloucestershire 

Abingdon, Checker Walk 53. Fairford/Lechlade, Claydon Pike 

Abingdon, Nuffield Way Allotments POST EXCAVATION PROJECTS 
Abingdon, Peachcroft Farm 
Asthall 54. Abingdon/Radley, Barton Court 

Aston Tirrold Farm 

Barford St. Michael 55. Berinsfield, Mount Farm 

Bicester, The Causeway 56. Berinsfield, Wally Corner 

Bicester, King's End Farm 57. Chalgrove, Harding's Field 

Blewbury, Churn 58. Hardwick with Yelford, Mingle's 

Blewbury, Woodway. Farm Ditch 

Checkendon, The Devil's Churchyard 59. Oxford, 31-34 Church Street 

Cholsey, Manor Farm 60. Oxford, The Hamel 

Deddington, Ilbury 61. Oxford, Ail Saints, High Street 

Didcot, A4130 62. Oxford, Post-medieval pottery 

Didcot, The Rectory (31-34 Church Street, 

Drayton Greyfriars, Littlegate, 

Eynsham Selfridges, Westgate) 

Fencott and Murcott 
Goring Heath 
Great Coxwell 
Hardwick with Yelford, Smith's Field 

Horley 
Kidlington, Moat Cottage 
Kirtlington 
Launton 
Leafield 
Marcham 
Oxford, Abingdon Road 
Oxford, Blackfriars 
Oxford, Bulwarks Lane 
Oxford, Catte Street 
Oxford, 51-55 Holywell 
Oxford, 21 Longwall Street 
Oxford, 1-7 New Inn Hall Street 

Oxford, Frewin Hall, New Inn Hall Street 

Oxford, 11-12 Queen Street 
Oxford, St. Aldates 
Oxford, 31-34 St. Clements 

Radley, Abingdon Peripheral Road 

Radley, Thrupp 
Radley, Tuckwells Pit 

Ramsden, Brize Lodge 
Stanton Harcourt, Linch Hill 

Wallingford, Goldsmith's Lane 

Wallingford, 9-11 St. Martin's Street 

Wroxton St. Mary 
Yarnton 
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LOCATION OF PROJECTS CARRIED OUT BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE OXFORDSHIRE: 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT IN 1980. THE NUMBERS REFER TO THE NUMBERS OF 
THE SUMMARIES CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT. 



PUBLICATIONS 

PUBLICATIONS IN THE REGION 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal, the periodical covering all the work 
done in the county, is published annually by the Bedfordshire Archaeolog- 
ical Council, price £5.25 plus postage for individual issues; subscription 
rate £4.00 plus postage. Issues are available from the Hon. Treasurer, 
the Bedfordshire Archaeological Council, 63 Ampthill Road, Maulden, Bedford. 

Bedfordshire Archaeological 
Contents include: 

P. Martin and 
D.N. Hall 

R.F. White 

K. Bilikowska 

A.H. Simco and 
D. Sherlock 

D.N. Hall and 
J.B. Hutchings 

J.M. Bailey 

It 

D.H. Kennett and 
T.P. Smith 

Bedfordshire Archaeological 
Contents include: 

A. Taylor and 
P.J. Woodward 

C.L. Matthews 

J.M. Hassell, D.B. Baker, 
and E.M. Baker 

J. Haslam 

P.G. Tilson, M. Petchey, 
and D.C. Mynard 

D.H. Kennett and 
T.P. Smith 
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Journal 14 (1980) appeared in autumn 1980. 

'Brixworth, Northamptonshire: new evidence 
for early prehistoric settlement and agri- 

culture' 

'The Bedford Southern Orbital Sewer: a 
watching brief' 

'The Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Bedfordshire' 

'Bushmead Priory: excavations and medieval 
alabaster' 

'Thurleigh Church Excavations' 

'Two Hall and Crosswing Buildings in East 
Bedfordshire' 

'Numbers 7 and 9 West Street, Dunstable' 

'A timber-framed house at Harlington" 

Journal 15 (1981) due out summer 1981. 

'Excavations at Roxton: the late Iron Age 
and Roman sites' 

'A Roman Cemetery at Friary Field, Dunstable' 

'Excavations in Bedford' 

'The Origin and Town Plan of Bedford' 

'Medieval Pottery at Flitwick' 

'Mavourn Farm, Bolnhurst' 

Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal 16 (1982) is to contain B. Dix, 

'Excavations at Harrold Pit, Odell, 1974-1978: final report', and is 

scheduled for production early in 1982. Editor: David H. Kennett, 27 
Lords Lane, Bradwell, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 8NY (telephone 0493- 
68605). 



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

The recent volume of the Records of Buckinghamshire includes the follow- 
ing papers ( Vol.20 part 4 1978) 

Bucks County Museum 
Archaeological Group 

S. and P. Cauvain 

D.D. and D.M. Miller 

G.H. Rusbridger with 
drawings by B.E. 

Rusbridger 

Bucks County Museum 
Archaeological Group 

Richard V.S. Wright 

Michael Farley 

R. Cowell 

Brian Durham 

Michael Farley and 
Barbara Human 

R.A. Adkins and 
D.C. Mynard 

Michael Farley 

M.R. Petchey with a 
contribution from 

C. Woodfield 

E.J. Bull 
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM. OXFORD UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT FOR EXTERNAL 
STUDIES 

CBA Group 9 Newsletters: No.2 (1972) 

No.3 (1973) 
No.4 (1974) 
No.5 (1975) 

No.6 (1976) 

No.7 (1977) 
No.8 (1978) 
No.9 (1979) 

No.10(1980) 

£0.40 
£0.45 
£0.50 

OUT OF PRINT 

£1.20 
£1.20 
£1.20 
£2.20 
£2.25 

The Oxford Region £5.25 (including postage and packing) 

'Buckinghamshire Windmills' 516 

'A Romano-British Site at Micklefield, 
High Wycombe' 528 

'Hartley Court Moat and Enclosure' 535 

'Medieval Graffiti in Some Buckingham 
hamshire Churches' 538 

'A 17th Century Pottery at Potters Row, 

Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire' 586 

'A Skull of Neolithic Shape from Newport 
Pagnell, Buckinghamshire' 597 

'Excavations at Low Farm, Fulmer, Bucks. 

1: The Mesolithic Occupation' 601 

'Middle Iron Age Pottery from Long 
Crendon, Bucks' 617 

'Traces of a Late Saxon Church at St. 
Mary's, Aylesbury' 621 

'Inscribedand Dated Pots of the 18th 
and 19th Centuries from Brill, Buck& 627 

'Neolithic Axes from the Milton Keynes 
Area of the Upper Ouse Valley' 630 

'A Witch-Bottle from Winslow' 635 

'A Roman Field System at Broughton, 
Buckinghamshire' 637 

'A Medieval Settlement Area Adjacent to 
Pitstone Church' 646 
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM CBA HEADQUARTERS 

Newsletter and Calendar of Excavations: March to September, plus November 

with summaries in the following January. Available only on annual sub- 

scription: UK & Europe £4.00; USA & Canada (surface mail) £8.00; USA 

and Canada (airmail) £12.00; Other countries (surface mail) £5.00; Other 

Countries (airmail) £6.00. 

RR6, 3edn. Romano-British coarse pottery: a student's guide 

Webster (Ed) £1.75 

RR11 The effect of man on the landscape: the Highland Zone 

Evans, Limbrey, Cleere (Eds) £7.50 

RR12 Aerial reconnaissance for archaeology, Wilson (Ed) £9.50 

RR15 Excavations at St. Mary's Church, Deerhurst, 1971-73 

Rahtz £4.00 

RR17 Medieval moated sites, Aberg (Ed) £7.50 

RR18 The Saxon shore, Johnston (Ed) £7.00 

RR19 Historic churches - a wasting asset, Rodwell and Rodwell £5.00 

RR20 Gazetteer of Mesolithic sites in England and Wales + 

Gazetteer of Upper Palaeolithic sites, Wymer and Bonsall (Eds) £14.50 

RR21 The effect of man on the landscape: the Lowland Zone 

Limbrey and Evans (Eds) £12.50 

RR23 Stone axe studies, Clough and Cummins (Eds) £11.75 

RR24 Roman shipping and trade, du Plat Taylor and Cleere (Eds) £8.50 

RR26 Excavations at Little Waltham 1970 -7/,Drury £16.00 

RR27 Viking Age York and the north, Hall (ed) £7.50 

RR28 The excavation of an Iron Age settlement, Bronze Age ring - 
ditches and Roman features at Ashville Trading Estate, Abingdon, 

Oxfordshire 1974-76, Parrington £9.50 

RR29 Archaeology in Sussex to AD /500,.Drewett (Ed) £8.50 

RR30 TheAliceHoltlFa.rnham Roman pottery industries, Lyne & 

Jefferies £8.50 

RR32 Iron Age and Roman riverside settlements at Farmoor, 

Oxfordshire, Lambrick and Robinson £18.00 

RR33 Excavations at Melbourne Street, Southampton 1974-7, 

Holdsworth £15.00 

RR34 Archaeology in Essex to AD 1500, Buckley (Ed) £10.75 

RR36 Excavations at Castle Green, Hereford, Shoesmith £9.00 

How to record graveyards, 2 edn., Jones £1.50 

British archaeology: an introductory booklist £0.90 

Signposts for archaeological publication, 2 edn. £1.95 

Archaeology for agriculture, Lambrick £2.25 

Guide to British topographical collections, Barley £6.00 
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Archaeological site index to radiocarbon dates for Great Britain and 

(All these publications are available from CBA Headquarters - Cash with 
orders please) 

NB. Basic and consolidated subscribers are entitled to certain discounts. 
Details can be obtained from the CBA. 

CBA 9 MEMBERSHIP 1980-81 

Societies (archaeological unless otherwise noted), institutions and public 
authorities. Names and addresses are of Hon. Secretaries or correspondents. 

BEDFORDSH IRE 

Ampthill and District A. & Local Hist. 
K.J. Fadden, 7 Lea Road, Ampthill 

Bedford Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. G.O. Cameron, 15 Windrush Avenue, Brickhill, Beds. 

Manshead Arch. Soc. 

C.L. Matthews, 22 Gt. Northern Road, Dunstable 

Beds, Bucks & Cambs.. Historical Buildings Research Group 
J. Bailey, 16 Derwent Drive, Dunstable 

Bedford Museum 
H.J. Turner, AMA Director, The Embankment, Bedford 

Bedfordshire County Council 
D. Baker, Conservation Officer, County Hall, Bedford 

North Bedfordshire Arch. Soc. 
Miss E.G. Cole, 21 Manor Drive, Kempston 

Luton Museum 
The Curator, Wardown Park, Luton 

South Bedfordshire Arch. Soc. 
D.H. Kennett, 27 Lords Lane, Bradwell, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 8NY 

Archaeology and government £0.50 

Archaeology in the Ordnance Survey, Phillips £3.95 

Survey by prismatic compass , Farrar £1.25 

Guide to university courses in archaeology, Roe (compiler) £1.95 

Recording old houses: a guide, McDowall £1.95 

Peopling past landscapes, Steane and Dix £3.00 

Ireland (complete) £6.00 

Historic buildings and planning policies, Peace £1.60 

Archaeological resources handbook for teachers, Corbishley (Ed) £2.50 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Beaconsfield & Dist. Hist. 
Miss K. Day, 19 Ronald Road, Beaconsfield 

Bletchley A. & Hist. 
Hoptroft, 20 Great Brickhill Lane, Little Brickhill, Milton Keynes 

MK17 9NQ 

Buckinghamshire Arch. Soc. 
Elliott Viney, c/o The Museum, Church Street, Aylesbury 

Chess Valley A. & His. 
Mrs. M.B.A. Stainton, Madeley, Penn Road, Beaconsfield 

Cholebury-cum-St. Leonards Loc. Hist. Group 
H.R. Brackley, Ivy House, Chivery, Nr. Tring 

Pitstone Loc. Hist. 
K. Saunders, 23 Marsworth Road, Pitstone, Leighton Buzzard 

Milton Keynes & Dist. Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. C. Ashby, Moneybury Cottage, 5 High Street, Potterspury, Northants, 
NN12 7PG 

Milton Keynes Development Corporation 
Archaeological Unit, Bradwell Abbey Field Centre, Milton Keynes 

Wolverton & Dist. Arch. Soc. 
R. Croft, Bradwell Abbey Field Centre, Milton Keynes 

Buckinghamshire County Museum 
The Curator, Church Street, Aylesbury, HP20 2QP 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Corby Nat. Hist. & A. 

W. Mawdsley, 28 Hereford Close, Corby 

Higham Ferrers Hundred 
Hall, 322 Newton Road, Rushden 

Northamptonshire Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. Phillips, 16 Blandford Avenue, Kettering 

Northants Nat. Hist. & Field Club 
Hon. Sec. Humfrey Rooms, Castilian Terrace, Northampton, NN1 1LD 

Northamptonshire County Council 
Archaeological Unit, County Hall, Northampton 

Northampton Development Corporation 
Arch. Officer, Cliftonville House, Bedford Road, Northampton NN4 GAY 

Northampton Museum 
The Curator, Central Museum & Art Gallery, Guildhall Road, Northampton 

South Northants Arch. Soc. 
B. Rowlinson, 13 Kipling Drive, Newport Pagnell, Milton Keynes 

Upper Nene Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. Friendship-Taylor, 8 Pinetree 

Wellingborough & Dist. A.S. 
Miss L. Fairey, 95 Croyland Road, Wellingborough 

Close, Hackleton, Northants NN7 2AQ 
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OXFORDSHIRE 

Abingdon Area Arch. & Hlst. Soc. 
Mrs. J.A.M. Moores, 53 West St. Helen's Street, Abingdon 

Banbury Hist. Soc. 
Mrs. N. Clifton, Senedone House, Shenington, Banbury 

Enstone Loc. Hist. Soc. 
R.W. Field, Greystones, Cleveley, Enstone, Oxon 

Henley A. & Hist. S. 

D. Humphries, Burnside, Satwell Close, Rotherfield Greys, Henley 

Oxfordshire Arch. Unit 
T.G. Hassall, 46 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford 

Oxford University Arch. Soc. 
c/o Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street, Oxford 

Oxford University Institute of Arch. 
Prof. B.W. Cunliffe, 35 Beaumont Street, Oxford 

Oxford University Research Lab. for Arch. & the Hist. of Art. 
The Director, 6 Keble Road, Oxford 

Oxfordshire Architectural & Hist. Soc. 
c/o Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street, Oxford 

Oxfordshire County Museum, 
Fletchers House, Woodstock, Oxon. 

Oxford University Department for External Studies 
R.T. Rowley, Rewley House, 3-7 Wellington Square, Oxford 

Wallingford Hist. & Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. J. Dewey, 38 Papist Way, Cholsey, Wallingford 

Wantage Industrial Arch. Group 
D. Lawson, 54 Larkdown, Wantage, Oxon 

South Oxon Arch. Group 
Mrs. M. Fallowfield, 64 Woodcote Way, Caversham, Reading 

EXTRA-REGION 

Reading Museum & Art Gallery 
Post Office Box 17, Town Hall, Reading 

.INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

Miss C. Baker, 176 Aylesbury Road, Bierton, Aylesbury, Bucks 

Mr. A.E. Brown, 50 Harborough Road, Kibworth, Leicester 

Mr. S. Cauvain, 97 Guinions Road, High Wycombe, Bucks 

Mr. R.A. Croft, Bradwell Abbey Field Centre, Milton Keynes, Bucks 

Mr. M. Davies, The Old Crown, Long Crendon, Aylesbury, Bucks 

Mr. J. Dyer, 6 Rogate Road, Cassals Park, Luton, Beds. 
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Mr. J.W. Press, 9 Lews Road, Timperley, Altringham, Ches. 

Mr. B. Pullen, The White House, Marsworth, Nr. Tring, Herts 

Mr. R.A. Rutland, 25 Westminster Road, Leicester 

Mrs. J. Taylor, Myrtle Cottage, Great Kingshill, High Wycombe 

Mrs. S. Williams, e/o Northampton Dey. Cor. Arch. Unit, Billing Arbours, 
Lumbertubs Lane, Northampton 

CBA HEADQUARTERS 

H.F. Cleere, Director, 
112 Kennington Road, 
London, SE11 6RE Tel. 01 582 0494 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments, 
Fortress House, 
23 Savile Row, 
London, W1X 2HE Tel. 01 734 6010 
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